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Agitation of the Nlavery Question—Plans
‘of the Nianve«.llolders—Celebration of
thoe Xourth by Americans—-NMen of the
North and South in Unity— Cuban Suc-
ceanes—Denth of Col, Lonos,

I'rom Our Own Corresnondent,
JHAVANA, Tuesday, July 6, 1870,

Tho slavery question contimues to absorb
public attoution, so much go that tho war 18 a8
completely forgotton and ignored as if it did not
exist. The slavery discussion will do more than
the reigning epidemics or bullets of the encinles
to end tho war; and as it was the stumbhng
block of tho Bouth, it will bo tho gallows
of Bpamesh supremmacy m Cuba. Meetings aro
held almoest dmly, and tho same results aro ar-
rived at.  The leadimg men of tho Spanish party
gitch 88 ZULULTA, PoLIDo, and others, aro will-
ing to co-operate with the Cortes; whilo siueh

Cubans as tho Marquis of SAN MIGULL and Mr,

Pory are moroe pro-slavery and lexs willing to

mako concossions or grant any privileges to the

slaves, On Saturday ovening a very stormy
meeting of slave-ownors from difterent parts
of tho island was held at tho palace, It
was  presidel over by  Gen. Canrno. Dia-
cussion  followed discussion, and  that very
loyal body of ultra Spamsh oitizens thore as-
gombled resolved to take theo actton of their
Government and the Cortes into consideration,
but not to co-operate eftectivoly unless they
wero consulted and the lnw approved by then,
go a8 to prevent the blacks fromn hecoming vagu-
bonds, nnd thosland to presont the picture of
utter ruin and misery, as experienced by the
peoplo of the Bouth today., Some of these men-
dacious slavoe-traders recelved o whaek from

Goen, Carno, who informed them that the weot-

ing  was not held for the  purpose  of

censuring  or  approving  tho  acts  of the

Cortes; the laws muat bo obeyed without argu-

ment, ond they could ondy request as a favor to

j bo heard by the Cortes on this question, A mo-

tton was then adopted by a portion of the ns-

Cgemblage to request the Cortes not to bo too

~hasty in applying the law, and they wonld fur-

" msh valuablo information and arvgaments in

favor of o partial abohtion,—the orsanization of

a aystem of labor, compelling all slaves to re-

main with their present owners for a term not

less than  ten yeawrs, but that  said  slaves
should receive €4 o month  each, the
samoe 18 tho Chinese, Another mect-
ing  was  held at the Casino.  last night,

wlhien 1t was proposed  and carried that no jour-
nal pubtished m the Island shall miko the rlight-
est allusion Lo the slavery gquestion, but remain
obedient, servilo and quict ug hitherto, Thego
peoplo had at least talent cnotgeh to sco that the
discussion of the subjeet by the Press would
bring it squarcly before the public. Tho nows-
papers, of courio, will obey orders. Tho Captain-
General, who is expeeted to-morrow, from I'uer-
to Principe, will bo mmmediately besieged by an
army of slaveholders, in ovder to prevent him
{from taking sny steps in the matter, and1f pos-
aiblo to aid thein in obtatmng & vespite frow tho
Cortea, Unless Tam very much mistaken, Gen,
RoDaAS will do nothing of the kind, hut with po-
lite promnuses, will put his abolition doctrines
into practice, unless ho gets frightoned and suce-
cutnbs to the slave-trading element.

FOURTH OF JULY,

e Fourth of July in Havaua, of late years,
has bocome o thing unheard of. The civil war
and tho homogoenous clemoents of which Ameri-
can gocloty in IHavana I8 composed has been a
bar to any reunjon, Homo of our go-ahead and
enterprising American citizons, such ns Messrs.
DowWNB, BunGrss and Bitooks, this year con-
sulted with the Consul, Mr. BIbbLE, as to the
advisability of celebrating the Fourth of July in
gomo appropriate mannver; and tho resull was o
dinner at Martano, and, for the flrst {iwe ginge
1860, Americans from tho North and Americans
from (ho South were scon together in the City of
linvana, Tho dinner was n great suceess, and
will long bo remembored by those who attended
it, Mr. BIDDLE, our Consul-General, responded
ina very able and at the eaute time humoronus
speech to the toast, * The President of the United
gtatea.? He was followed by Dr. WILSON, with
an appropriate &pecch, or lecture it might bo
tormed, on the “land wo reside in.”” The Doctor
was Jistened to with a great deal of attontlon,
and the applause when ho got through, demon-
strated fully that all those present coincided
in his opinion, that as Amoricans it was our duty
to bo magnanfinons and just, and not to meddle
or nterfero with the intornal affuirs of
this  Island in  any manner whatsoover,
“The Day wo Celehrato” was tho noxt toast,
and tho assemblago was astonished and electri-
fled by the high oratorical powers displayed by
Mr. Brarks, of the Hereld, Himself a direct
descendant of the revoluhionary hero, Gen.
8TARKS, ho was enabled to interlard his discourso
with porsonal anccdotes and reminisconces,
until then unknown to sovme of thoso presont.
Tho speech of Mr, 8TARKS was undoubtedly the
featuro of tho occagion, snd he wis warmly ap-
planded,  Mr. Guzmay, of the World, spoke on
o Ocean Cables and thewr Importance,” explain-
ing his subject In a very suceinet and lueid
manner, and Mp, Sriaus, of the Associated
Frens, responded on behalt of the Press. In-
stend of referring to its powor or importanco,
he spoke of Aueriecans in Havana, theirdisunfon
and non-infercourse, and of tho shameful fact
that while evory other foreign nation had its
national clubs and charitablo socioties, the
Americens had none,  He hoped that those pres-
ent would unite and form themselves into a 8o-
ciety having for its object, not only soeial inter-
course, but tho furnishing of charity to our
sick and needy countrymen, who might
find themselves in jdistressed circumstances.
Mr, BLAGDEN responded for the Army and Navy
of the United States, stating in his happiest vein
that, either North or S8outh, they had never com-
mnitted any action, eithorndividuaily or collect-
ively, which they had to blush for, Mr. BIDDLE
thon spoko on our internal improvements, and
Mr, SHOOKS on industry and agriculture.  Mr,
JosErll RA¥EL spoke sbout tho subjeot nearest
his henrt—thoe Iadies—and acquitted himasolf
well, Between oach toast the band of the volun-
teers played operntio and other airs, and the
party parted with regret, at a Jato hour in the
evening, to take the last train for Havana,

WAR NEWSH,

BrMpitisa has onco more shown that ho has
more pluck and talont than the majority of
Cuban Commanders, As I mformed you in my
lnst, he had invaded tho junisdiction of Puerto
I'rincipoe with only stx hundred men, having to
contend with tho ocolumus sent after him by
Robas and thoe troops in front, the Spanianrds
numhbering not less than four thousana meoenu, all
vetorans, By rapid marches and feints he avolded
a  genernal  engagement, and had  retlred to
the vielnity of Pahnira near Sanctl SBplhritus,

s ALG g werg jed Lo g e by o nrissagr,

the Spanish contra guerrillas in the van. When
BEMBETA’S advanoce guards noticed the ap-
proach of the enemy, he was already oharging
on tho eamp: bug they reckoned 'with-
out the host, imagimng that they could
offoct & rout by a surpriee, BEMDETA form-
ed in hne and the engagement became general,
the contra guerrillas being repulsed evory-
where and surrounded throe times by BEMBETA ;
but suddenly the bugles of the tufantry were
henrd ntn short distance, coming to the ald of
the contra gucrrillas at a double-quick, and
thus tho aspect of affairs was changed, Never-
theloss, BEMBETA stubbornly maintained his
ground, and returned to the attack timo and
again, when a body of 200 infantry which had
just arrivod attanoked him on the flank. By that
thino night had falion and etrongor reinforce-
ments wore arriving for the Spaniards., During
the night BEMneTA withdrew to the mountains,
leaving fifty-ninoe dead and carrying ahout 150
wounded with him, Tho 8paninrds buried niune-
ty-one dead aud sent nearly one hundred wound-
ed to Bancti 8piritus, the slightly wounded re-
maining with the army. The Spaniards stato
that BEMBETA reerossed tho Puerto Prineipeline,
but private lotters announce that such 18 not the
fact by any means, BEMBETA having mado his
appearance at Quemado de Yobosi on the 1st
inat., and having been joined by soveral bands
from Remedios and Maygigua.
JONO'S DEATH,

Tho sccond Upton expedition has been ox-
tremoly disastrous to the Cubans, All the arms
and ammunition have fallen into the hands of
the Spaniards, and now we have official and
private advices announcing that the remaining
gevon men of the expedition have been eaptured
by the wolunteers, (privelpally Cubans and
gomo ex-insurgents,) and are now being tried
by Court-martinl at Holguin, Col. LONO was
met by a corporal of the Napoles battalion
whom he disarmed and wounded defending him-
gelf against tho corporal’s mnsket, with tho
sword-bayonet. The corporal was fast giving
out, when, on his ghouts, two soldiers camo up,
one of whom was put Jlorsde combat in a mo-
ment; tho third goldlor ran behind a tree, took
deliberato aim and fired at Loxo, tho ball pass-
ing through his breast. He staggered, when tho
goldior ran up to him and run his bayonet twice
through his body. And thus died ono of tho
bravest men in Cuba, QUASIMODO.
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