The President and Cuban.

The great Cuban debate is over, and what
does it amount to?! To nothing more than
the old story of themountain and the mouse.
Gen, BAnks has managed to display a por-
tion of his large and varied assortment of
“ wind-bags.” Mr. FERNANDO WOOD has
done his best to provide a model speech for
the numerous gontlomen who are engaged
‘to address their friends on the 4th of next
month. Gen. LoGgaN has made one of his

celobrated “ rub-a-dub” orations, very noisy -

and very muech calculated to startle weak
nerves; and Mr. Raxparr has called Gen.

BuTLEr dishonest, After all this labor, Mr,

- BINGEIAM’S mouse creeps into tho world. |
The President is authorized to remonstrato !
against the ““ barbarous manner in which the |

" war in Cuba has been conducted”—the reso-
lution not even stating on which side the
barbarism has been displayed, so that tho
. Preeident might * remonstrate” with Gen.
JORDAN’s friends if he thought proper. And

best manner, and brought out all the war-

common sense have prevailed against un-
meaning vaporing and bluster.
. The truth is that Gen. BANKS had nofhing
to propose. The resolutions which he ro-
' ported to the House were only calculated to
dolude the friends of the Cuban insurgents
~into the belief that the United States Gov-
ernment was prepared to render them sub-
stantial assistance. Mr. BANKS c¢an never
rosist the temptation to range himself on
what he believes to bo the popular side of a
question, but in this matter he has only
“dared to go half way. He appears to wish
to force tho President info a position from
~which there would be no way of escape ox-

' cept by entering into a war with Spain.

- Wel], then, why doesnot Gen. BANKS have
~the manliness to take the full res-
ponsibility of the course into which
he is anxious to beguile the FPresident ?
He knows very well that this Government
cannot intervene 1n favor of the Cuban in-
surgents without involving the countryin a
, war with Spain. Why not take the short
road to his objeet at once? Tho Constitu-
tion confers upon Congress the right of de-
claring war. Thero is no need to vituporate
' the President in the matter, or to throw all
![ the respomsibility upon him, I..et Mr. BANKS
| persuade Congress to make what he describes

as the “ wholesale butchery of the defense-
Jess people of Cuba® a casus belli. 'We should
- think that rather a remarkable courso, and
“one which would add a new feature or two
“to “international law;” but at least it

would be straightforward, These atfacks
.on the President and Mr. Fisu are simply
-absurd. Tho President has no right to de-

clare war against Spam, or to do anything

which would cause Spain to declare war

against the United States. Thus far he has
simply performed his duty, and the peoplo
would never have forgiven him if he had

beon led astray by those who denounce him
" for not “making Cuba free.” - |

Woe have not the slightest deubt that the
President would be very glad to seo the
frionds of libertv trinmpnh evervwhore: bni

this is all, Mr. BANks fulminated in his very

like appliances which he constantly Lkeeps |
ready for use. Buf his powder was damp
and would not go off. Mr. BinGrranm and |

he happens to be in a position of
vagt responsibility, and must act cau-~.
tiously —an obligation which is 1_1013;
shared by the Woods and Logans of
the House. They can cry havee and let
looso the dogs of war overy day in the
wook, if they are in the humor, and no one’
will bo oither worse.or botter off. But sup-
poso the President-were to bo everlastingly
fuming and threatening, like anothor Bom-
bastes Furioso, bow would a sober-minded
and decorous nation like it? A man in Con-
gress may say -anything he likes, but the
President is oxpoctod to have a due regard
for laws and for the public inferest. If Mr.
BANKS could by some miracle be President

to-morrow, his martial ardor would a.lmos_ti
cortainly cool down, and he would be found

in favor of not embroiling the country need-
lessly with foroign Powors. Responsibility in-
variably sobers mon. Gen. GRANT is, however,
quito right in wishing to modify his policy
g0 as to gratify the reasonable desires of the

‘poople. - A probost against Spanish cruelties
in the Island of Cuba may possibly warn

Spain that she must be very cautious how
sho carrios on this war, and that, above all,
she must not allow murderous hands to be

Iaid on American citizons. The President

will undoubtedly take all necessary steps in.
this direction, and, if hia intention should
ronder nocessary a roconsfruction of the
Cabinet, no ono can help it. In short, the
Prosidont, wo are convinced, will insure
amplo protection to our countrymen in
Cuba, and ovorywhore elso, but we trust ho
will not bo hounded on by the wild cries of
irrosponsible men to an act which the people
would aftorward condemn with onoe voice.
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