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WasmnNGgTon, June 14.—The Cuban de-
bate, 80 long awaited, oponed today, and, so far
a8 the discussion 18 concerned, will be closed be-
fore to-morrow night, and the vote will be talen
immnediately aftor the reading of the Journal on
Thursday. The result thus far is a disappoint-
ment to alt wito expected new interest to be in-
vested in the subject. Tven the Presidont’s
terse and bold message, and the prosvect of its
oriticistn at the hands of sharp debaters, did
not serve to fill tho galleries. 'This bright
June day, when it was a luxury for everybody
to be out. Gen, BANKS, who is always & showy
and attractive spcaker on any subject, opened
the discussion in a4 speech of over su hour, dur-
ing which he had the most complimentary at-
tention from both floor and galleries. But Gen.
BANKS evidontly had up-hill work. The message
of yesterday had staggered him; and though he
annonncod at the outset that it had not in any
wise shaken his convictions, it was casy
to sce that he thought 1t was ncces-
ATy to assume the agg resmve, and
attack it. So he was respectifully severe, and
then quite bitter, When he at times intimated
that the document bore marks of a paternity
with wlueh ha had been familiar for many
vears, mauy people thought that this was ineant
for Mr. SUMNER; but CALEB CUSHING i8 moro
probably the wman. It -was an 1mtorest-
ing, attractive, agreeable speech; but it
ehed mno new  lient  on  the Cuban
question, and it failed to combat the
facte which have been presented on the other
side. Judge OrTir followed in an able speech in
support of the minority moposltlou and in de-
teuse of the ‘attitude of the Administration.
Ciov. SWANN followed on the other side and Mr,
AMBLER m support of the minority. At the
cvenlig session Mr., WILKINSON, Mr, - FiTch and
Mr. MuNGgEN all spoke in favor of recognition.
Mr. Fircu’s speech is conceded to be one of the
best yet made,



