CUBAN AFFAIRS,
ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP MISSOGAI,

The steam-ship AMissowri, which left Ha-
wana on Saturday, Juno 4, reached this port on
“Wodnesday night. By the courtesy of Purser
HEMPSTEAD, oul mail packages were forwarded
without delay. '

‘Lapture of n Son of TCesnedes—A Correcs
tion—The Slavery Queation — Casa-
neva’s Exccution—* Iire and Sword "
—Posthumonus DDenuncintion,

From Our Own Correspondent.

HAVANA, S8aturday, Juune 4, 1870.

IFollowing are the particulars given by
S8paniards of the capture of OSCAR CESPEDES, a
aon of the President, who was executed at
Puerto Principe on the 29th of May. On the
mnight of tho 14th, Col. BENEGARRI arranged &
warty from the counter guerrillas, with orders to -
surprise the La Caridad ranche. The counter
guerrillas reached that place on the mornm-
ing of the 15th, and stationed themselves about
filve hundrod moters from the building,
Kwonty-fivo wmen remaining behind to guard the
horses, ILieut. OrTiZz advanced from tho left,
and Licut. MEDINA from the right, both reach-
ing the immediate vicinity of the buildings
gimultancously. The Cubaans fired on the guer-
rilias, who, howover, attacked the Cubans at
wnee, being far superior to them in numbers,
mud took the seven men by whom the building
~was defended prisoners. It appears that only
¥wo of the seven wero armed, or at least were
caught with arms in their hands. These two
men were executea on the spot. Oscar Ces-
PEDES, tho reputed leader of the party, was
captured by Lieut. OrRTIZ. Among the other
persons captured was tho wife of OsCAR Ces-
wepns and fiftecon womon and children, who
svere brought to Puerto Principe. It is geoner-
ally understood that CESPEDES was betrayed.

It appears that by somo unfortunate acci-
flent a line of my manuscript was misprinted,
and in my letter of May 18, published on the
23d, roferring to tho surrender of BARDUY and
diis offer to serve as a guide to the Spanish troops,
o printed sentence read * how little honor or
shame eoxists among tho Cuban population,”
he sontence ought to run ** how little honor or
shame exists in a Cuban population, who thus
Torgots his country, nationality and family,
and presents such a contrast to the majority of
fiis countrymen, to the AGUEROS, VARONAS
nnd others. In  justice to the mass
©of the Cuban population, and to the brave men
battling for frcedom in the ficld, I checorfully
1mako this correction, and hope that no similar
recident will occur 1n future, tho sentence iteelf
Leoing entirely out of place in a letter which
gavo an account of the behavior of the noble
AGULEROS on the scaffold.

THE SLAVERY QUESTION,

The Slavery question is now beginning to as-
sume a tangible shape, and the wealthy slave-
owners quake in their shoes. A telegram was
received from the Colonial Ministor in Spain an-
mounecing that tho problem of the future of Cuba
avill have to be solved, and that the Cortes will
tako tho .matter under consideration. The au-
ghorities, a8 usugally in such oases, quietly sup-
pressed the telegram, and the general public 1s
not yot aware of the fact, but the informafion
was privately communicated to the leaders of the
Spanish party at the Casino, who have sineo hold
govoral meoeetings with closed doors. Several
propositions were made, and the result was the
formation of three distinet parties, each of
which has gotten up a report and sent it by the
atoamer to Spaii. The first and most numerous
party vrosented the following suggestion :

‘“'That overy child hercafter born, and every
malo or female over 8ixty years of age, bo freo
unconditionally. That all slaves between one
and twenty years of age work a sufficient length
of tinme, at the rate of two and a half dollars per
month from their tenth until their twentieth

ear, until they have earned the sum of
hree hundred  dollars, remaining 1mean-
whtlo  in  possession of their owners, or
go much longer uuntil the amount has been
paid, the owners of the slaves to mamtain them,
.88 woll as those under ten years of age, as hith-
erto. All the slaves between twenty and forty
years of ago to remain ontheirrespective places,
-under the same conditions, except that they aro
to remain at the rate of four dollars per month,
Awntil they have earned the sum of five hundred
flollars, these amounts always to belong to the

owners of the sluves a8 a recompense for grant-
{ng them their frecdown.”

The second and most enlichtened party pre-
ronts a somewhat similar plan, but one more fa-
gorablo plan tQ the slaves:

“ All under twenty and over sixty years of
are, to be tree unconditionally, the owner of the
glavo to maintain those over sixty, and to ro-
ceive a sultable recompense for the mnaintenance
of those under ten, from their parents. Those
between twenty and sixty ycars of age to re-

ceive $10 per month, and to pay theiwr owners an

Wwdemuity of $100.”

- The third party, or as it ought to be termed
that of the unconditional brutes, merely intends
to grant liberty to those born atter the year
1871, all the others to remain as they are until
death. Thelatter party 18 not strong. The ques-
tion of abolition has thus been put at last, and
the nparties most ivterosted—the negroes, who
:are well informed of all tiat is going on, and in

many instances better so than the whites, re- |

prain (]'iﬁét and await events. I can do no better
than to give the remarks of an old Cuban negro
in conversation with your correspondent on the
subject, explalning their ideas, views, and 1in-
tentions:

¢ You see, Master, when the North triumphed
wo all khew that the hour for our liberty would
goon come; we could afford to wait a little, and
we havo waited. Wo could at any time have
created a riot, but that would only have resulted
An our defeat, beecause Spaniards and Cubans
wyould have united against us. We remain quiet
and let them fight; after t-hp.t our day comes,
and whoever wing must give us our liberty,
‘This is positive, aimd should they dare to refuse
4t then wo would show them what the blacks of
Cuba could and would do. But we don’t
desire auy war or bleodshed; wo only
avant our liberty and equal rights. A few
months eariier or later cannot make much dif-
‘ference, and in- the meantime we are working
-quiotly and secretyy to instill some ideas of rea-
Bson among the rural blac:8, 80 that they may be
at an early day not only the gquals butthe su-
Berlors of their white neighbdrs. . Our people

ave been brought up as beasts of bnrden and
Birutes ; it Will be necessary ta chaungd them
into human beings. You ask me whether we Are

Favorable to the Cuban or to the Spanish cause, 1

a8 both sides claim to have our sympathies ¢
AYe aro sumply favoring our own side, and
although many blacks are fighting with the
Cubans, they are not fighting for the Cubans
against the Spamuards, but for universal liberyy.
If the Cubans represent that so much the better,
but you will also notice that tho truest and
bravest soldiers in the Spanish ariny 18 the bat-
talion of Ligeros, recruited from amoug the free
colored people of Havana, When the time comes
we will moke the best pessible terins with any
party that way be in power, and I hope it will
be the Cuban party, but above all we want to be
dreo mon.”’

The opinion of this negro may be taken as the
opiniou of the entire colored population of Cuba,
excepting the brutal slaves on some planta-
tious, who don’t know how to think of anything.

CASANOVA’S EXECUTION.

The execuition of CASANOVA has8 brought a
gingular incident to light, as related to me by
‘tho oxecuted man’s brothor, who lately left
for Philadelphia on the steamer Yazoo. After
CASANOVA, to whoimn the S8panish aunthoritics had
Bolomnly given o guarantee for the preservation
of his life, was sentenced to death, his brother
called on the Acting Captain-General and inter-
ceded for the condemned man., Gen. CARBO told
fiim that he could do nothing in the premises,
and referred him to Gon. Ropas, at Puerto
Principe, statmg that ho would defer the execu-
gion for eight days. The brother, anxious to
msave RICARDO’S life, hired a tug-boat and went
to Puerto Principe, being immediately admitted
to an interview with Robas, who said that
CARBO might have solved the question and
granted a pardon. Full of gladness the brother
yweturned to Havana, but on arrival found out
that RICARDO had been executed fonr days
previously, the Acting Captain-General giving
s a reason that tho public feeling had eom-
-polled him to have the man executed. This is
Ahe brother’s story, and I send it without com-
.anent.;‘s as told by hii, |

“ FIRE AND SWORD."”

The war is still straggling on, but the occur-
rences behind the scenes are hidden to the pub-
Rie. Perhaps the actors and the stage managers
gnay sco or hear by accldent as to what 18 going
on, but to the audience it 18 & hidden secret,
Although the truth leaks out very frequently, it
.gonerally does after the particular event has

rong been forgotten and now ocourrences taken
the place of the old. To satisfy the popular de-
mand, nows of Spanish viotories and triumphs
aro continually published, either as official docu-
ments or as correspondence, by the journsals.
Cuban news, or at least the Cuban sccount of an
ongagement, is very ditlicult to obtain, and we
are consequently compelled to rely on the bulle-
ting with which Mr. Becretary FERNANDEZ
pleascs to treat us, and which are ovidently
gotten up with a great basis of truth, as far as
tho Bpanish account is concerned, but which
fail to ocommunicate even the slightest
information as to any movements of the
Cubans or advantages obtained by them.
It is altogether al gusio del consumidor.

Mr. FERNANDEZ gives & very lengthy ac-
count of affairs In the Camaguey, which I only
oxtract for the benefit of tho public. Secretary
FERNANDEZ begins by telling us that it is fully
confirmed that F, CAVADA, the new chietf of the
Cuban rebellion, has ordered that every country
place, house, farm, &oc., should be destroyed by
fire. CAVADA’S advisers say thabt if all the prop-
erty in *“ Cinco Villas’ has been dostroyed, it is
but right that the same system should be fol-
lowed in the Camaguey. On the other hand,thoso
who have been compelled to join the insurrection
without benefit to themselves, pretend that it is
also right to set on firo the farms of the wealthy
people after burning the dwellings of the poor.
According to Secretary FERNANDEZ, CAVADA has
turned to be an auxiliary to the Spanisharmy
and policy, by carrying out such a plan, which
has already causcd to be reduced to ashes the
following farms : * Los Caciques,” ¢ Corral de
Agua,” “Qjos do Piedra,” “ Guayabo,”
“ Caimito,” ‘ Horno y Escudo,” and many
others belonging generally to rebels, and which,
by their position, are useless to the troops who

respected them,

POSTHUMOUS DENUNCIATION.

In the attack on tho Congs between thoe forces
of Col, VILLARES and the Cubans, in which, by
tho way, tho latter ¢amo out boest, & young
American, named Ebpwarbp H. RUND, was
wounded and taken prisonerby the Spaniards,
The Spanish report has it that o died from the
effect of the wound received, while the Cuban
roport states that he was shot. Public opinion
takes it that the Spanish story is the true one.
Shortly before his death, and immediately after
the engagement, knowing that his end was nigh,
he wrote the following lottorin English ¢

“* Wowere taken to Cuba by JorpAw and his ofli-
cers under false pretences, they telling us that
the war was to last only six meonths, thit the
Cubans had the best of the struggle, and were in
possession of the groatest part of tho
18land, excepting a few cities; that we
wore to serve as cavalry. I solomnly de-
c¢lare that the whole of this is false; wo
have been Iiserably deceived and troated
like dogs; the mnegroes were better treated
than us: they had horses to ride, while wo
were compelled to walk over stones, and bear
during the whole way insults from the negroes.
I speak the trath in this inoment that I am to
appear before God and be judged by men. I
hope God will take merey on a poor fool, anad r¢-
ceive my soul in I8 glory, because I am inno-
ceut.” QUASIMODO,
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