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The Castanon Muvder—An Abrupnt Con-
citsion o 1 Frial—-lmmordant En-
wagenients — Capiure ot Cuban Artil-
lery—Additionnl Executions.

From Our Own Correspondent,
HHAVANA, Saturday, May 14, 1870.

iMe city has boen kept alive with soveral
sensational 1tems, of which the first was ex-
tromely disgusting to the Spaniards, and the
last equally agrceable. Key West furnisbed
the filrst sensation, and if the account
published 1o the Diario i8 correct in
overy particular, and there is no reason to doubt
its accuracy, we must come to the ¢onclusion

that to a certain extout the Spaniards have a

right to grumble, Tho examination of the

Castanion murder case was fixed by the

Grand Jury at Xey West for the 10th inost.,

and a telegram was sent to Havana & fow

days previous announcing this faet, 1o order
to advise the principal witnesses, wWho re-
gido here, to present themsolves in Koy West.

Theso witnesses feared,meecting with violence at

the hands of the Cabans residing in Key West,

and the acting Captain-General sent a telegram
to Washington asking the Government to afford
protaction to the witnesses, Ths action of the
authorities appears over-cautious, and perhaps
foolish to persons in the Umited States, who un-
doubtedly would inquire what business the

Government at Washington bad {o meddle in

the aflair: but such isg not the truec view

to be taken of the ease, the Spaniards being ae-
customed to have their superior Government do
and order everything for them. In Cuba the

Capiain-General 18 autoceratic, and can at any

time annul§ the aetion of the Courts in criminal

cases, and even many ¢ivil cases have to be sub-

mitted to hin, while he can at any time take a

casc, even then undergoing investigation, away

from the Judicial Courts and try it himself.

Roourring to tho subjeet proper, the Castaiion

trial, as no answer had been reccived from

Washington, and as the Key West Grand Jury

mado no inquirics and refused to wait, they simp-

Jy discharged the prisoners conunceted with the

Castaiion murder for want of proof. lLeaving

@all political feelings or sympathies aside, it ap-

poars very strange that no testimony was forth-

coming to implicate tlie prisoners, and we must
come to the conclusion that tlie rcal culprits
were those who escaped, (1) and that tho rest
wore mere lookers on. At any rate, the

KXoy West Grand Jury might have deferred

qaction until they had becn informed whether the

Havana witnesses were comning or not,  Asgsassi-

mation is always a critne, and never a political

-©Offonse.
IMPOLTANT ENGAGEMENT.

Since the captuie of Fort Asientoby Gen. Goy- |
NECHE, no engagement of any maguitude has |

takon place, except that which has just been
effocted by Major MONTANA, wholeft Santa Cruz
dor Tang, killing sixty-five insurgeuts in various
encounters on the way, his principal assistance

Peing the Cuban volunteers, (not Span-
iards,) who actod as guides and advanced

posta. At Tanareveralsalt works weradestroyed,
the Spaniards losing one killed and another
wounded, proceeding from there to Naojara. On
the 3d an engagement took place, when JUAXN
BUAREZ, second in command of the Cuban
troons, and five more, were killed. On the 5th
MoONTANA reached La Bermeja, o very etrong
natural pousition,where he expected to meet with
insurgent forces. IHe was not disappointed as a
musketry fire was soon heard toward the
front, aund of a sudden a shot from a
onnnon, which he did not ~sxpeet. MoN-
TANA made a short apeech to his men, told them
that they must not permit that cannon to be
fired again, and that 1t must be captured at all

nazards, The soldiers then advanced at a
double quick, MoNTANA Ieaving his Dbag-
gage behind guarded by fifty men, when

1he insurgenis withdrew their  piece from
the front of the entrenchment, and opening

into platoons formed on both sides of the road. |

E‘ho Spaniards continued to advancee, the Cubans
retreating in order, trying to reach some heights
where they cxpected to make a stand, This
troops could only move slowly, as the firing, al-
though desultory, was incessant, and if the Cu-
bans were only decent marksmen the Span-
inards would have lost heavily; but all
the =shots went over their heads. The
movement continued until 2 in the after-
noon, when the Cubans reached the mountain,
tho Spamurds moving forward in a solid mass
without firing a shot, following the footprints
and ruts left by the wheels of the cannon, the
Spaniards being without artillery.” At times it
was difficult to discover the traclk, hut the Cuban
guides soon found it again, MoxTANA himself
bewng wcll acquainted with ther territory.
The soldiers wero suffering terribiy {from
thirst, and 1looked as if they could
not wmarch any further, when at 4l
2 shout and somo shofs were heard on the
rght. Assigstance was sent, and (Capt. TiroxN,
who commanded on the right, was found in pos-
gesgion, not of one, but of two caunon, with all
tho train Delonging to it, five Cuban
arlillerisiz  lying dead on the ground.
Ono of the guns was that which the Cuban
(teueral ANGEL DEL CASTILLO captured on the
7th of Augnst last from the Spanish Colonel

TORTAL at Morou, when PORTAL was Killed ana !
over three-fourths of hig command killed or cap-
CAasTILLO, who was killed at Lazaro |

tured.
Lopez, was one of the ablest and most promising
ofticersof the Cuban forees. The other gun was a
United States mountain howitzer,with the letters
U. 8. aud T. J. on tt, and was called the Tomas
Jordan, The tirst soldier who laid his hand on

the captured pieces was a Cuban named Fnrawn-

CISCO AGRAMOXNTE, belonging to the Santa Cruz
volunteers, On the morning of the 6th they
amovoed forward, capturing and destroying a
faoctory where swords and ammunition had been
made. They then intended to cross the
Najara River. The Cubans were on the
other side, undoubtedly intendine to defend the
Pass, when MONTANA ordered the captured ar-
tillery to the front, and soon drove them away
'with a few discharges, after which the troops
<crossed without being molested, the Contra
guerrilias alwnys in the front. But balf a league
drom the river, and in the woods, the Cubans
anade a desperate attack  to reeapture
the cannon. A hand-to-hand combat en-
sucd, the Cuban machete clashing against the
fSpanish bayonet. The Cubans were reported
desing sixteen killed and many wounded, and
the Spamards five killed, The troops rested
2herc until the morning of the 7th, when the
Cubans appeared again, firing at & long dis-
dance and without effeet, in the vicinity of
Callejou de Pashoco. The counter guerrillas
dianked a small party and killed six Cubans.
'On the afternoon of the same day
ghe troops caught a bearer of dispatches
from Col. O'RyAN, who expressed his regret
und inability to take part in the action, as his
cavalry had no horses. This cavalry is undoubt-
wedly that which lost its horaes (eighty) a fow
ways ago, the 8panish Col. AGUILAR having cap-
gured them. The Spanish account only gives
Zwo wouunded, which 18 evidently false, as MON-
MANER himself acknowledges one soldier killed
fin the first cncounter, DMONTANER gives the
Luban loss at ninety-one killed, and supposes
Ahat many more died of wounds received. The
captured artillery arrived this morning by the
Bteamer Pajare, and will be carried in triumph
ghrough the streets of Havana to-morrow morn-

ing.
MORE EXECUTIONS.

The Pajaro also brought the two brothers,
IGasrar and DIEGO AGUERO, the companions of
G OICOURIA, Wwho were captured on Roman Key,
10 which they had crossed from Guajaba Key.
iCheEBuglish or American Major who accompaniced
khem died from starvation, the three milots
escaping. Some very queer reports are in circu-
dation regarding the capture and denouncement
©Of GOICOURIA, and cven strong Cuban sym-
pathizers express some exceedingly peculiar
Bdcas. TUntil I have somo proof that they
mre frue, however, Ishall not communicate them.

he foroigner who died was not O’RyawN. The

GUEROS were taken to jail, and thence to Fort
®rincipe. Tho Court-martial is now in session,

nd as its sentence cannot be doubtful,the rabble
Ef Havana will be afforded the spectacle of an-

thor execution at 3 this afternoon. The only
Bnan who tfreated the prisoners bhadly was Col.
JRAMON HERRERA, who marched them on foot
irom the jall to Fort{ Prinelpe, in order to show

1

authorities, though, had given the Colonel strict
orders to takko thom in a catriage, and to avoid
display. QUASIMODO,

——

off. The prisoners were worn out With"fa#iﬁ;higue.’“
and compelled to rest twice on the road. The



