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A VOLUNTEER IN CUBA,
—_——————

Mtory of an Awmerican Who Joined the
Cuban Army—What e Saw in the
Island—- \Wretchedness and Misery—The
Armyn Mob—Jenlounsy Among the OMi-
cers—How the Cubans Right.,

A young fellow who volunteered with
other Americans in a New-York rocruiting-offico
some months ago to go to Cuba and fight for the
Cubans and Liberty; who went thero: and who
shortly returned a sadder and a wiscer man, tells
the very interesting story which follows of what
hoe saw and experienced:

FROM NEW-YORK TO CUBA,

On the 3d of January I was one of nine vol-
unteers for vho Cuban army, who left New York
on the brig Timothy Ficld, which was cleared
from this port for Nassaun, New-Providence. She
had a cargo of arms and ammunition for Cuba.

- Near* Holen the Wall ” the steam yacht Anna
- camo up with us, evidently by previous arrange-
“mont, and we transferred our cargo to her, and

thea got on board and started for Cuba, Thore
were in all forty men on the yacht; the following

" Awericans: Col. Ryan, Col. James Clancy, Capt.
- Tom Lillie Mercor, Capt. Bimon Gratz, and my-
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- o little inlet called Horse-shoe In'et.
' 10 a great hurry, the officers being in mortal foar
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self. And of the promnent Cubans were : a son
of President Cespedes, Cisonans, who wus in
command, and Dr. Molce, On the deck weo
had most of the cargo. We had twenty tons of
coal on board, mosst of it in bags on deck., There
were two howitzers on board, and these we kept
ready for use 1n case any Spanish gun-hoats

~ 8hould be met. Wemet with no opyposaition, how-

ever, and at length reached the coast and
anchored threce hundred yards from tho shorg in
Wo Janded

of necting somoe Spaniah craft, on & rubber raft.
We took off with us ¢ne thousand SBpringtiold
ritles, fifty revolvers, fifty spears, fifty mach-
cleg, an hundred Remingtons, two mountain
howitzers, two hundred thousand roands of ball-
cartridge, seventy rounds of oannon ammmuni-
tion, and soveral baga of clothing, nearly all of
whioch was for the destitute women and children.
THE WREICHED CUBAN BOLDIERS,

Weo remuanised here for scven days. A dispute
arose soon after landing about who should have
command, Col. RYAN or jCrLANCY. Finally
CLANCY got tho position, the understand-
ing bewng that he should hold it wuntil
somebody higher 1n authority ashould ar-
rive. On the fourth day a body of Cu-
bans came, under conmand of Gen. VERONA.
We-were very near firing on them, a8 they did

not give the proper signal. Theso were the first
Cubans we had met, and such a miserable lot of

soldiers I never before saw. They had scarcely
auy clothing to cover their nakodness, and were
miserahly armed. Some had no arms—some

only the machete they brought. They seemed
half-starved. They had asome of the Cuban

bread, made from the root called wucher, but
very hittle else. When thoy came up with us,
they at onoco commenced to ransack the
goods and to help themselves to the clothing,
Tho next day brought two other Generals; their
names were MopESTA DEI8S and Deiz. They had
about ono hundred mon with them, who made a
clean aweep of all the clothing, including the
women’s garments, with which they covered

. themselves, thus making an exceedingly ludi-

' CTOUs appoarance.

This second lot looked as
wrotchedly a8 the first I saw. There was no dis-
ciplino or order among them. Two-thurds of
them were negroes and Chinamen ot the very
lowesdt types. They gathered around us Ameri-
cans and seemed to regard us with as much in-
torest a8 if we had been wild animals, Col.
RYAN was vory anxious and happy to show lis
stock of goods. He had a Brigadier-General’s
uniform with him, a few dozen kid gloves, and
much other similar warlike material. Two other
Cuban Generals came to see us vory soon after;
and we began to think that the Cuban army was
pretty much composed of Generals.
ON THE MARCH.

On the seventh day we took up our line of
march for the interior. The Americans were
putin charge of Gen. FERNANDEZ, o Mexican by
birth, and a perfeect soldier and gentleman. At
San Miguel we firat drank the Cubanas’ substitute
for coffee, It is made of sugar and water. They
oall it Cuba Libre. Wo remained here for ten
days, and then started again on Feb. §, the order
coming from JORDAN to proceed to head-quar-
tera. Wo got hiorses to ride, but--oh yo gods!—
what animals. A good stiff brceze would have
blown them to picces. We had straw saddies;
and altogether did not greatly enjoy our jour-
ney. Col. RyYAN left us here to go direct to
head-quarters, with an American who came to
Cuba with JorbAN by the name of Capt.
BAaILEY. The day after we left San M-
guel we joined Col. VERONA, who had about
seven nundred men for the purpose of escorting
us to JORDAN'S head-quarters, IIe was one of
those proud, vain officers who imagine they
know everything, and know nothing when put
to the test. We now began to sce some of the
famihos. Nearly all of them are in a deplorable
condition. ‘The children and most of the women
have no clothing whatever. I1f we camped on
the plantations they would gather around to got
a glimpse of the Americans. We had plenty of
plantains and meat to eat, occasionally some
sweet potatoes, yams, &c. The negroes would
serve thiemaelveg first and tha officors after-
wards. Our dishes consisted of palm bark, and
our knives and forks were our tingers. Sugar
cane was used very much by all the negroes, and
in fact by the Cubaus., They also used a great

deal of honey,
TAFE PRESIDENT.

At Guymro the Americans paid the President
a visit, Ho was at a cattle-farm two leagues
from the town, and had his family with him,.
Wo were iatroduced to him by his son, who
came with us from New-York, Heo addressed us
as ‘“*brothers,” and said he was glad to see us
come to help the Republic along. He i3 not
very prepossessing in appearapce, He 18 a
gshort, thick-set man, sharp nose, full face, with
no beard whatever, He was plainly dressed in
linen. He had o great many other officialg with
him, but & very small guard. Ho generously
gave each of us one hundred dollars in Cuban
bonds, which were not worth tho paper they

were printed on. The Cubans will not take it
themselves in payment for anything. From

here we marched toward Priancipe, where JOR-

DAN waas.
AT HEAD-QUARTERS.

After about ten days’ march we reached head-
quarters. Gen. JORDAN was just recovering
from a severo slckneas. RYAN was with him,
having arrived flve days betore us. JoRDAN told
us that he was glad to see¢ us, but wished there
had been a thousand of us instead of s mere
bandful. He had five Americans on his staff:
and out of tho eighty or ninety which he brought
with himn from the United States to the wsland,
ouly about ten or a dozen were loft, the remain-
der either having got off home, or been killed.
We soon found out that he was not in 1ull tavor
yith thoe Cubars, Ho was for concentration, and
thoy argued against it. The fact of the matter it
wiig, however, plain to gee was, they were jeslous
of Lhim and walted to got him out of the way.}

THE FIKST FIGHT AND IT8 REBULT,

On the 22d of February we attacked a Spanish
position on the railroad between Puorto Princi-
pe and Nuevitas. The Cubaps had 1,600 men-
and three mountaim howitzera, and the Span
iards had two hundred. We made the attack at
daylight, opening with our battery of artillery.
Then the infantry wené 1n just like a mob, and
after fighting for oue hour, JORDAN ordered
themn to charge the Spanish work; but they pro-
tested, declaring thas it was t00 warm for them
there, aud 80 we rotreatod with a loas of twenty-
five wounded aund three killed, JOrDAN’S object
was to tear up the railroad track, burn the bridge
that was there, aud cut the telegiapl.  After
this fipzat JoRDAN got disgusted and resigoed,
and with RYAN aud four Cubaus, loft for parts
unknown. Some of us began to gut very cus-

piciaun o wii tus, upu wudlyUd Lo gol away
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Gon. AGRAMONT succeeded JORDAN in command,
and then &1l the Americans scattered,
OTHER SCENES AND INCIDENTS.

I got permission to go to the Ciuco Villus, and
started on the 65th of Muarch, together with
another American and four Cubans. We had to
travel through a part of the country thiokly in-
fosted with Spanish troops, We marched by
night and rested in the dayvtimo. We crosscd the
Remedios Mountains, and here met with n rreat
many Cuban families in the most wretehed oon-
dition. The children were berfoctly nuked and
la the most filthy condition, and the men and
women, uegroes and §Cubans alike, wers
scarcely botter off. On the 13th joiuod Gen,
HerNaNDYZ. Ho had a fight the Jduy
provious at the foot of the mountiaing,
twolve miles from Remedios. The Spaniards
drove bim 1wto the mountains, where his foroe
scattored, and he lost sight of his men, and
bardly knew where he was himsclf. But after
the 8paniards had retired they cume out of the
mountain, joined each other, and then claimed a
victory, T'he men numbered about seven hun-
dred. They were half naked and very poorly
armed. They had all kinds of afms, from a dou-
ble-barrel shot-gun to a Remiogton rifle, old-
fashioned pistols, all kinds of old sworids. Thoere
was 1o organization, and muech jealousy, all
wanting to be chief officers.

OTHER CUBAN ARMIES.,

Fromn here we started for Villa Clira. We
passed through a most beautiful country. It
was rolling land. After three days' march we
joined Gen, MARCUS Deiz. He had six hundred
men with him, all badly armed. Here Gen.
HERNANDRZ gont two hundred of his men to (Jen,
RULOFF, who was in the Trinidad mountains.
Wo then parted with MARrcus Dx1z—he taking
one routse and we anothier. We now had five
hundred men in our ““ army.” After two days’
march we oame to a plantation whore
theroc was a Bpanish guard of about twen-
ty mon. The General sent ouv hundred
men to set fire to the eane. We were nll dis-
mounted now,having left onrhorses in the moun-
taing. We wero very much fatigued. 1 noticed
that plantains and beef were getting very scarce.
Wo would bosometimes two days without any-
thing to eat. After the cane bad been tired, the
Spaniards followed and attacked us at might, but
owing to the darkness withdrew. The noxt day
Wo crossed & river and marclied about sevenu
loaguos. The Spaniards atiacked s in the rear
about noon, and threw us into confusion. The
officers found it impossible to command the mob.
8omebody, for instance, wounld order * sflonece,”
and then everybody would reprat tho
order, 80 that instead of silcnco thero
was & big noise, When under firc the men
did just as they liked. Wo attempted to make a
atand that evening, but the Spaniards drove us,
with a loss of {wenty-six wounded and four
kilicd. Wo had to march very <lowly, for the
wounded had to bo carried on rude streichers
made by themselves. There were no doctors to
attend to them, and every hour their condition
grew worso. Thoy had nothing to eat and very
little attention from anybody. We made abont
eight leagues and then encamped. Here wo,
found a few plantaing but no beef. This is al] wo
had to oat for three days. The Spaniards aeain
attacked us the next day ; and at the first volley
the Cubans ran through thoe woods for Jdear life,
leaving five or s8ix of their wounded after them,
who were not butchered by the Spaniards, hut
kindly cared for. Here I got disgusted with
them and lett. I went to the mnorth shore and
was taken by a Spanish schooner, whero Iwas
kindly treated.

THIE CUBAN FORCE.

I have boro attempted to show the rea! stato
of affairs a8 far as I learned them. I =aw notio-
ing but misery and wrotchedness., No disei-
pline; mobs, and not armies. I am confldent
from what I learnea and saw that the Cuban forco
on the island does not exceed 5,000 men. Gen.
AGROMONTE has 1,600, badly armed: Geon. 11ER-
NANDEZ hasg 500, Gen. MARCUS D1z oon, Gen.

RULOFF 400, Gon. MODESTE DEIS 300:; 1
will allow 1,600 more scattered through
the country 1n small banda. Of the armms
they have, nine-tenths are of no uc-

count against the Remington rifie. Then
two-thirds of their “ army” are ‘negroes anut

Chinamen. The Chinamen do the best figzhtin..
if it can be called fighting at all. I must hers
state that of all the promises made to Americans
here before going, not one of them has becn
kept 80, and 80 I warn all young men who may
be thinking of going to Cuba to remain whero
they are. e Cubans did not generally &trike
me as being brave men. As far as I could seo,
the man who got behind a rock the quickest
when the Spanish came along, and cried ** Vira
Cuba Libre,”’ was regarded with as mnuch favor
as the braveat of the brave. There are Cubau
representatives in New-York liviog in luxary,
and telling everybody to go to Cuba. Wav don’t
they go themselves? At Key West there are
somethiog like 2,500, Why don't they god
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