EE—— T =

CUBAN AFFAIRS,
ARRIVAL OF THE CORTES AND VICTOR,

The steam-ships Cortes and Victor, trom

Havana March 17, reached this port last night.
By the courtesy of the purscrs of both vessels
our special correspondence, printed below, came
promptly to haud.

. .
(renernl Review of the Military NSitua-
tion in the Island — Causes, Effects
and Futare Chances of Military Move-
ments — NMpanish and Caban Ships—
'Frouble of an American Consul.
From Our Own Corresvondent.

HAVANA, Wednesday, March 16, 1870.
We aro at present in a state of compara-

tive uncertainty regarding the probable course -

of events, or thoe turn affairs may tage. Sym-
pathizers with the Cuban c¢ause are quict, and
appcear to be satisfled with the newsthey receive
from home and abroad, The Spaniards continue
to helieve that the revointion is over, and that
only isolated and powerless bands of insurgeuts
rewain in the field.
GEN, JOURDAN,

0N, JOURDAN'S head-quarters were at Magan-
bomba last week, and he i8 now in the Caunao
region. JOURDAN is undoubtedly a very able
man, but if rumor is to be believed he is
thoroughly disgusted with the so-called civil ad-
ministration, or House of Representatives. CES8-
PEDES gives no sien of life, and certainly has not
shown any talent a8 & military leader. 1t isthe
old story of JE¥F. Davik and some of hia (Gen-
erals over again. JOURDAN appears to be hamp-
ered in his movements by the orders of the Presi-
dent or other executive bodles, that is to uay, if

the intercopted correspondence of different Cu-

ban leaders give u correct view of the matwr.
That some of this intercepted correspondence
has been of great use to the S8paniards is abun-
dantly proven by tho failure of JOURDAN'S well-
contrived and carefully-worked-out plan to pre-
vent the Spanish troops from leaving the Cinco
Villas or advancing from Puerto Prineipce to the
vory center of the Cuban strongholds.
PROSPECTS,

Both parties will be compelled to undergo
much privation and many safferings before
either,will be enabled to say that the day is
theirs. The idea of many Spapiards that the
revolation will be over before May s simply
preposterous. There is no proof to warrant such
a foohsh idea. The war will remain in a state of
abeyanoe from May until November. Hpain will
be compellaed to send about 10,000 or more roldiers
to replenish the losges caused by sickneass, bullet
or becanse the time of tho soldiers has ex-
pired. The Cubans must make strenuous cflorts
%o bring arms and ammunition, and if possible
somo good leaders into the ocountry, and then
the rest of the world will slmply bo 1n the same
atate of uncertainty as hithorto, and, Macawber-
llke, will walt for something to turnup. Tho in-
surgents appear to find little difficulty in main-

taining themeelves nearly all over the Iszland,

which the Spaniards cannot do. There s an im-
mense difference between a regular army aud
bodies of men who have scannod every inch of
the conntry, are thoroughly acclimatized and
know where 0 100k for something to eat. In
some parts of the Camaguez the Cubans havo
been raising different kinds of fruits anad veget-
ables, and beef being a plentiful article, thero 18
little fear of their starving. The whole war 1s
reducod to nothing but a grand hunt, where eu-
perior powers of endurance and cunning will de-
cide,
TROUBLES OF AN AMERICAN CONSUL.

A matter of the utinost importance to Con-
gress and to the peoplo of the United Btates, and
ono which will bring up a lengthy controversy
1n the 8enate and House of Representatives, has
just taken place. On the 22d of February of the
present year, a letter from the then Consnl at
SBantiago de Cuba, Mr. A. E. PHuLLIPS, and dated
Santiago de Cuba, Jan. 3, 1870, was read before
Congress, having been sent to that body
by B8corctary Fisnn. This letter was pub-
lished in the TIMES of the {following
day. The tenor of the communication was to
demonstrato the great insecurity ot life in the
Eastern Department, the crueltiecs committod
by Spaniards, and eapecially the loyal Catalo-
vian volunteers, agaiust 1noffensive and pence-

able citizens, and the {utter disregard of law.

The New-York correspoudents of tho Huavana
Journals seized on this 1tem with avidity, and
tho Havana Press coinmented on the information
of Consul PHILLIPS in a very sovere and forei-
ble manner, gualifying him a8 an iusur-
gent and Mar, Whether everything occurred
cxuctly as Cousul PHILLIFS has narrated in his
¢cormmunication remains to  he nvestigated,
hut the probainlity is that he has not exagger-
ated in tho least, the same statements and
charges having been mado by the English and
French Consuls of the same city, Tho steatner
had hardly carned the papers containing Mr.,
pairups’ letter to Bantiagzo de Cuba when a
' fearful commotion was produced among the
‘ Bpaniards in genersnl, and the Catalonian
voluntecre 1 particular, Threats of lynclung
Mi. PHILLIPS wero made, and for a moment it
seemed as if the Catalan volunteers, accompan-
ied by o mob, would earry their threat into exe-
cution. In the meantime Mr, PHILLIPS had
hoisted the American flag and placed a
namber of eailors from American moerchant
vessols to act as sentries. The present Ameri-

can Consul, Mr. PARBONS, who arrived at SBan-
- tingo o few woeka ago, called immediately on
- the (lovernor to demand the neccessary protec-
| tion for Viee-Congul PHILLIPE, who expressed a
" desire to have his passport furnished him go as
. to leave the following dav by the French sateamer
- Darten for Jamaicn. It was generally as-
serted that groups of armed volunteers were
posted at different places along the streot to
shoot Mr. PHILLIPS on his way to the steamer,
but if such bands really had been formed,
they were dissuaded from taking any
action , by the President and members
off the Circulo Espanol, the leading political
Cilub. The President and Seccrctary of this Club,
wilh & copy of the letter read before Congress \n
their possession, calied on Mr. PHILLIPS in order
to demand of him the reasons tor writing such a
letter, which they declared to be calamnious in
its cnaracter and untrue in tts statements, they
expresring their wouder that Dr. PHILLIPR,
whom they had known for geveral years, should
have written such n document. ‘Lherenpou
Consul PriLLivs denied under his signature
having written or signed apy such letter as the
ono produced and read before Congress, the ful-
lowing couununicuation appearing 1o the Bantingo
journpals :
Cuna, March 8, 1870.

To the Dircetor of the Oiwrculo kKspanol ;

- My Drax BirR: I bauve read with disgust
i the Havana Dwarto and Voz de Ouba cor-
tain indecont phrascs and unmeritcd 1msults,
directed against Catalouian volunteers and the
dignified cohlefs who cominand them, and also
those against the natives of Cutalonia, residing
in this city, with many of whom I am ac-
qualntea, and whom I esteom as they merit.
These phrases referring to the American Con-
sul are attributed to me. This is a very annoy-
Ing matter to me, it 18 & calumny, as I did not
and conld not have written sucll expreasions.
And as I um nbout to leave today for the United
Htates in order to demand an explanation about
this, to me, g0 injurious correspoundence, and not
having time for further explanation, I hope that
you will persuade all the geutlemeon belong to
the Circulo or your friends of my most sincere
cateem and appreciation, making such public
nee of these lines as you may decin convenieut.
Adicu to m{ friends.

our most obodient servant.
A. E, PHILLIPS.

The following day Mr., PuiLiies left town
without being molestod. There is a report afloat
that Mr, PHILLIPS merely wrote the above letter
in order to a;v ease Fopular fury and embark in
safety, ;andi t really expresses the sentiments
of Mr. PHILLIPS, how will he reconcile tho cotue
munication to hie Goeverswent with the pub-
Lighed Jettery QUABIMODO.




