THE CUBAN QUESTiON.

——

Gieneral SBickles! Letter Withdrawlng the
Celebratcd Notc—Advice of the Span-
ish RForeign Minister to the United
Htates—Mpanish Crueltics in Cuabn—Ke-

tingo.
- Wasumwagron, Fob. 22.—Theremaining doe-
uments on the Cuban question were to-day laid
before the House, and referred to the Committeo
‘on Foreign Affaira. General BICKLES addressed
to Mr. BILVELA, 8cpt, 28, 1869, a note, in which

he says: =
WITHDRAWAL OF TOE ‘' NOTE."

* On the 318t of July last, in compliance with tho in-
structions of his Government, he otfered to tho Gov.
ernment of Spaiu the good offices of the United States
in the manner that should be found most expedient
for the pacification of theo Island of Cuba, His Excel-
lency, the Minister of State, In a subsequent confer-
€nco, communicated to the undersigned the reply of
the Cabinet of Madrid to the overture; and tho un-
dersigned, having duly transmitted tho same to his
Government, informed the Minister of State, on tho
ad of September inst., of the views of the President
in rogard to the basis suggested on the pary of
Spain in that conferenco, and at the same
timo the undersigned communicated to the Cabinet
at Madrid the basis %rloposcd by the United States for
the adjustment of the gquostions pending between
Spain and Cuba. The propositions were deemed by
tho President to bo most advantagoous to all the in-
terests compromised by the doplorable conflict in the
Island of Cuba, and 1t was believed tho arrangement
would be acceptablo to the Govornment of Spain,
His Excellency the Minister of Stato, acknowledging
for the Cubinet of Madrid the sincority
and friondship of the offer mado by the Unilted
States, has int{imated to tho undersigned that the ba-
8is proposed by the United States cannot be accepted
by agﬁ n, and that even the friendly intervention of
another Powor would embarrass the Spanish Govern.
meont in proceeding with tho Hberal measures 1t pro-
proposecs to initiato to meet the reqmirement of tho
gituation in the Antilles. Tho undersigned, there-
fore, in conformity with instructions, withdraws the
offer of the good oflices of tho Prosident of the United
statos heretofore communicated to the Government
of His Highness, the Regent, and while botlh nations
will reserve thelr full uberg of action, if the occasion
shall hereafter arse when tho United States may con.
tribute by their friendly codperation to the settlement
of tho questions at issue in Cubn, the undoersigned is
instructed to stato that tho President will bo happy
to nsaist in promoting a result so conducive to the .
terests of Spain and America.” |

MR. BILVELA’S REPLY.
On the 8th of Octobor Mr, SILVELA wrote ¢

“The Spanish Government had accepted with grati.
tude these hamanitary good oftices. hat it aid not
accept, because it could not accopt them, wero all the
bhasos u{)on which they were founded, bases which
evidently, as it now appears, constituted the essentinl
condition’ of the offer. The Spanish Government
could not accept these bases, the firat of which was
the independence of Cuba, because even if they had
wished it, it was not within thelir competonco to assont
to a dismemberment of the territory of this monarchy
withoutt the permission or authorization of tho
Cortes, But the Cortes, far {rom pormit-
ting and authorizin this, manifested Ly a
unanimous resolution of their permanent commissions,
that they wore ready to lend their entire support to
tho Government in an elevated and dignified policy in
the Cuban question, calouluted to preserve the integ-
rity of the territory and national honor, and were dis.
posed to convoke the national representatives to
strengthen the action of the Government. ‘he Span.
ish Government, nevertheless, as I have already said,
has accopted the good ofiices, hoping that in tho firat
place they would be exercised by tho Government of
the United States, using their influence with the pro-
moters of the insurrection, who had sought refuge in
the territory of that Republie, to induco the insur.
gents tolay down thelr arins. The Spanish Government
proposed spontancously to present to the Constituent
Cortes for their deliberation, in accoerd with the Depn-
ties of tho island, measures which should tend to give
to tho Cubans the libertios therr condition may ro-
quire in harmony with those proclaimed in Spain, a
complete amnesty for those who have fought against
the mother country, a gradual emancipation of the
glavos, and tho right of the free to hold public offices
and to share in making the laws. Tho humanitary

ood offices wore accopted with gratitudo upon theso
gaﬂca. I{ the United States now withdraw them, 1t 18
apparently becruso thoy consider as an inflexible
basis ot any negotiations the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, to which neither the respect which the (gov-
ernmont profcases 10 the Constitution of Spain nor
othor considerations notlessimportant, permit usto ac.
ccdo., Butas tho offer of good oflices 18 being with.
drawn the Spanish Government can do ~c less than

wero founded as ‘having passed out of view., Thisis
sufficiont to canse tho Spanish Government to recog.
nize tho fairnoss of the Government of the United
States, and the 1’03111)005 which i8 duo to the sovoreignty
of a people which has boeen its friend and ally from the
boginning of its glorlous history. Your Excollonoy.
moreover, observes, in ending yournote, that while tho
Presidont of the Republic reserves his liborty of nc-
tion, ho will ho hupp{ if ho can contribute in anything
to the pacification of Cuba—a rosult c‘clmally advan.
tageous to the intorest of America and Spain, His
frank and noble declaration is extremely satisfactory,
and I beg that your Excellency will present to tho
President tho thanks of the Spanish Governinent, At
the samo time I vonturo to indicate two acts, which
it is in his power to accomplish, and which will serve
ng an fllustration of those loyni and friendly purposes
towards Spain : IFirst, to oxorcise all his natural in-
fluences upon those who, having takon refuge
in American territory to foment tho rebellion,
to the end that they, following the generous
jnitiative of the Bpanish Government coutained
in the Qazetle of the 28th of September, may induceo
thelr followers to abstain from giving a savage char
acter to the couflict with the outmpifca and erimes with
which they have been hitherto stained, The Spanish
Governinent having manifested its purpose to carry
on the contest within tho limits vrescribed by modern
civilization—orders having been given to the anthori-
ties to proceed with all the moderation required by
humamty—it would be truly mounstrous if the insur.
gents should continue the barbarous conflict which
they have begun, and should keep on perpetrating
tho excesses which outrago tho consciences of honor-
able mwen, rendering themselves wholly unworthy of
the generous hospitality which tho Republic
digpenses to thoso who, under the namo
of the Cuban Junta, stand forth as pro-
moters of the insurrection. ‘The Spanish Qovern.
ment having spontaneously set this example, and ve.
ing resoived to act in @ civilized and humanitarian
sense, o wido fleld is opened to the United States to
ghow their spmpathles and good will towards a2 Gov-
ernment and nation which procoeds in this manner,
notwithstanding the conduct of tho rebels, 'The see-
ond act, which may illustrate the sincerity of the
Yresident’s offers, i8 in regard to the gunbonts con-
structed in the United States by order and at tho ex-
ponse of Spain,not to go againstlieror oven to fight tho
insurgents of Cuba, but dofend our coasts against
the aggressions of filibusters and pirates. ~ The
strongest arguinent which your Iixcellency has used
on various occasions to endcavor to demon-
strato the importance of tho insurrection has
been the extent of its duration; bLut thig
argument will have no weight while the insurrection
receives continual increase of nutritnent from abroad,
while it does not remain isolated and without other
champions than the Cubans themseives, Only when
the inswirectton continues in this mannor cnn it pe
urged that it ig vested and rooted in the country, that
the majority of the Cubans desire to be independent,
and even that the
are posseesed of sufliclent meuns and energy to form
2 nationality and asepararoState. At this time, intho
wegent state of things in the island, Spain cannot
}Jelieve or admit the majority of the Cubans ineline to
geparation from tho mother country, but {hat o turbhu-
lent and blind minority, oxerted and nided by agd-
vonturers and speculators of other counteries, by fili-
busters and pirates, guided by evil persons and not by
patriotic purposcs, aspive to overcome the gcneral
will of thewr own countrymen, and that %‘nia i3
the sole canuge of the disorder which wo deploro,
Spain does not, and cannet, seo in Cuba the profound
‘sentiment of true capacity for independence, and
thercfore, if shoe should consent to o soparation from
that rich and ancicent colony, she wouid not have the
great consolution of thinking that she was giving ex.
1stence fo & now nation, but the doep remorse of g
weak abandoning of her own clnldren, of leaving un-
protected o people of her own lan;iuage and race to
. ‘miserably perish and disappear. These reasons nye
sufliciently strong to bo estevined at thelr just valuo
by a Govoernment 8¢ enhqhtencd as that which your
Excellency, hiere worthily represents, and in Wiu)go
friendly cooperation Spain still trusts to give peace to
Cuba, and with peace, those ample liborties which Ler
Constitutiony grant to every Spanish citizen on sithor
bhemisphere.,”
. S8PANIEH CRUELTY IN CUBA,

» U. 8, CONBULATE, SANTIAGO DE CUBA, Jan. 3, 1570,
Tho political stato of affnirs in this Consular dlatrict
{s in o most deplorable condition. The assassination
at Baynmo of the o.tizens sent from this city, by ordor
of Count VALMABEDA, which fact I have already com.
municated to the Department, was noﬂlitlg Iore than
what 18 daily perpetrated, It- is- fvell known
that VALMASEDA nspires to the position of Captain.
Generalof the island, and morder Lo increase his pop.
ularity among the blood-craving Catalans, who are
opera m{; in his behalf both 1n this Yaland and in
Spain, ;i; ves imperative orders to make this n war. of
extermination; and wo dally lenrn of peaceful citizens
residing in the country being assassimated by the mo-
bilized Spanish troops. Tihese orders are probably
carried to an extremo, from the fact that those com.
manding such troops are constantly supplying some
Catulan produce dealers in this City, and whose ovject
18 to sack the country and forward to their agents such
portions of thecrop as may fall into theirhands, The
planters are persecuted to such a degreo as to be com.
})elled tofice from their estates, and their crops aro
mmetiately sequestered and appropriated to private
purpusos.  Vory little crodit oan bo placed upon the
Spanish Press, bolng & Government organ, which
maiutains that the insurreotion is finished in this De.
artment, which is far from the trath, The insurrec.
ion continues in full force, and therg gre frequent ur.
-rivals of wounded SBpaulsh soldiers, . The Cubans, be.
ing better armed und disciplined than formerly. in
many cases take the olinsive, and have ug il

vort of the American Consul at San.

consider the basis and conclusions on which they
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ranks increased by dosortion from the Spanish
troops, who find it impossible to endure tho
climate, *It s estimated that 50 per cent. of
the Spanish. voluuteers from slckness are pub
hors dw. combat.” ‘Tho hospitals are full to overflowing.
Muoh anxicty has been felt by Cubans respeoting the
position of our Government on the Culan question,
and many aro inclincd to belleve that unleass some
action i8 taken upon tho matter the .insorrection will
continue for a long timo, as it is impossible for any
forco that Spain can send to ¢xterminate the rebol
force, owing to the climate and the topography of the
country, while both contending partics destroy
overy vestigo of agriculture, - 1t 18 generally known
and admitted by the liberal-minded BPanlsh officers,
who do not conceal the tact, that it is impossible 1o
suppress the insurrection, and the only induccment
offerad for the continuance of thoe war is that the com-
manding officials are filling thoir pockets at tho ex-
{nenae of - the conntry. Tho health of the city con.
inues in an abnormal condition, smallpox, S})hiemlo
fevers and musery to an alarming oxtent provailing.



