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CUBAN AFFAIRS.

The Post af the Qsleud-The Cheice of
Fo Xodas—Tho Hlavery Question—Ee
Eboduy’ Downtnli-Rhe Waor — The
Couwin Kapanal.

I''om Our Own Corresnondont.
LIAVANA, Raturday, Dee. 3, 1870.
The duplicity of Spanish statesmen and
the vile conaduet of the so-called Liberal faction
of that party, which has governed Spain for the
past two years, has comne to light, not once, but
very often gince they have been in power, and if

curruplion or any oftcr disveputable at-
fributo of those which the Ministers of
the Bpamsh realm  kave generially  boen

geensed of, are talien m cousideration, the fact
iv solt-evident that IP'uis, Mower & Co. are o
bigger sel of roguos than NARVAEZ or MARPORT
ovoer contd Bave been, Not in vain did the old
pavty elainor that the governing power n this
Island be distincetively divided betweon a eivil
and & military leader, eachh one to perform the

functions enly pertaining to  their  respeet-
ive  portfolios,  DLut let nobody suppose
that thie  wias done in order to lessen
the powoer of the eso-called wilitary gat-
vaps:  not m the least., It was simply

ihe fear that by chance some mlitary man
wiight reach the position of a Captain-General of
Cubn, who, pround of s soldierly qnahities and
roputation, wounld act hounest and fearlees,
thwart the machinations of the ralers and favor-
tog of 4 Court, and refuse to act as the cat's-
paw and fence of alot of ambitious and ava-
ricioua politicians, The old régime, uvdor tho
goy and festive MARTFORI, set up a horrid groan
of agony and woe wheun LErRSunDI, durnmy his

firsgt term, vefused to  oboy  their  be-
bhesls, faud  the counsequence was  that
LERSURDL was recalled, The revolution ot

Beptemhor, 1668, resulting in the downfall of
Qucon ISARLLLA is too fresh in the memory of
all to require recapitnlation, and the liboeral
offcrs of the go-called Libaral Government were
&0 contrary 10 what {he Spunish people had been
aceustomed to tiat the Conservatives shook
their leads in wonder, Kepublicans becamo 8o-
cinligls, and those well acqguunted with S8pan,
its people, traditions and customs, induleed in o
fantastic mental  arithmetie, caleulating how
long it wonld take before Jobhn had bought a
palace and Rebert lmd up a handsome re-
rerve in tho three per cent., and according to
the length of tme they reached tn their minds,
that leneth was given as the duration of the new
régime. The brealking out of the Cuban rovolu-
tion wae for a time the death-blow to the avari-
cious and hungry politicians of tho higher ¢lags
in Spain, but after thoe first fright was over, mat-
ters were so arranged as to bring the old eystem
into uro ugain by slow, tmt sure methords, The
old practice of telliug tho poople one thing and
doing another, of publishime o law avd never in-
forcing it, or of hampering It with so many
edditious and aunoying conditions, thatl
even the bravest would mnot dare to (ake
advantage of it, were again put in practice. Os-
tenaibly a lberal Governmoent and free of guile,
it was sunply the same old cloth, only turned
meide out; # new set of politicians had gprung
up to eat somwe of the pap which thewr prode-
cossors had grown fat on, and the old Spanish
saylug, * Bt misiue perre con otre collar,” (the
muatie dog with a new coellar,) was agaia veritlied
in thia fustanee.
THE CHOICTE OF DE RODAS,
But the Ministers and labbyists made a grand
mistake tn seleeting CABALLERO DE RODAS as
aptalu-Gencral of Cuba, With & military rop-
utalion second to noue in Spain, as the hero of
the hour after repressing the republican mani-
fegtntions of Jaores and Cadiz, with the 116CeRsity
of sonding a determined man 1o Cuba, whers
aflairs were then in a vory ceritical conrdition for
tho Bpapiards, thero was no other alfernative
for the knowing politicians than to agree to his
appointwoent, they flattering themselves at tho
game tiine with thoe idoa that thoy had got rid of
a powertnl encmy at home, whose weight
and porgonal influence might at any time turn
the tables against: them. Everything worked
sroothly for o few mounths, but the momont
RODAS got tho “ hang” of affairs here, hoe told
the Madrid Government plainly that he was
Captain-Gencral of Cnba; that he knew what
thiec peopls wanted, and that he would act $n ac-
covdance. Beveral pets of the Ministry who
outne to Cuba with an appointment to some lu-
erative position, and whose only agualification
condiated in their abilily to draw their salaries
regularly, weras gent back, and after awhile the
Government wllonwed Gen, Hobas to bave his
owun way for o thme,
THL SLAVERY QUUSTION,

But that enrse of lnnnanity, the slavery gues-
tion, wus the eleval de butaille. Every slave-
holder in Cubs, with rare exceptions, moved
hoaven and earth m ordor to retard any and ull
ectlon which might possibly afteet their inter-
ents. - Eudggaries and hundreds of ' thousands
of dollars were sent from Cuba to Spain. all for
the porpose of filling the pockets of the Cuban
and Bpamsh slave-owners, and preventing the
eoloved race from attamning any privileges,
The Geverniveut in 8pain, bound by its
programme and profeseiong, and itg promises
1o other Govermments, conld not possibly do
anythngkopenly to fuvor the slave-owners, who
were in reality the governing power.  'Their
gold and influence wasoverywhere, The Eman-
crpition proclamation was delayed from day to
Cay until the Minsters at last mado up their
minds ta free the mmfirm over sixty yearsof age,
and all infauts horn after the passago of the act.
1 am partientar in stating the infirm over sixty,
ne i hesety and healthy negro could never reach
that age, The readiuess and auxiety of RoDAS
Lo pul Lhis deeree nto foree was apparent, and
basing hig achion on the oid census, he shocked
the fine sensibilities (I mean the pocketa) of
the slave-holding erew. The serews were put
on tignter at Madrid, while, i1 the mean time,
Gen, Bopar unconditionally freed ten out of
the thirtecy thousand negro emancipados in
charge of 1he Government, e is now frosing
the remaincer,  Slavedom stood aghast! The

1dea ol paving o salary of from $10 to
25 per mouth to 4 negro who, hither-
10, bhud only reeeived $4 moutbly!  Canvo

and others, who represent sluvedom in Ma-
drid compiained bitterly of this ernel mjustice
1o thewr courtituents, and BobAs wus ** haunled
over the cosls,”  But he'refused to gerve as 4
catepaw for men who wrote oflicrally, * free tha'
negroes and carry cut the accompanyiog law,”
bul who in private wrote him, “ Civilization and
the eyer of the world compel us to issue laws:
i yvon den't earry them out, we won’t blame
you: and you need not bein o hurry to act on
1heae Livws, a8 we wonld rather see you disobey
us than bring down npon us the wrath of the
wenltlly siuve-ownerg, and prevent us from
heoping on rood terms with them.,” Bul another
Tearoscrruled the Mintaters tor a short while.
FOSITION OF RODAS,

'They buew fhe violeut and firin temper of
Kovas, and s determination of not stoppling to
ook atpthe consegnonces when roused. They
teared Ghatn the ovent of their electing a King

of theiv own waliug, and if by aceldent RODAB

should then be reseutfnlly inclined, he would
fanl to proclaim the fact in Cuba, and perhaps do
gowoetlang which they had uot counted upon,
Renas inew fine, and felt hart. He remarked
Lo o teiend, Do they think that I am like
them--a  politielan who can be  bribed by
woeney, a aecorntion or s positiont Thess
yoies are not aceustomwmed {o deal with honost
e, howeveyr, wud they ought o bo forgiven,
ar they know no better,”  Raopas prociaimed
Axanpeo trdue slyle, just as he weuld have pro-
clajined the King of Dabomy or WILLIAM M.
TwEsn, The Speuish cinmavilla sent him a telas
£rasmasking bim todetay his anti-slevery prac-
Lees. JRORAS, however, only lesued new papers
of freedomn, bt recing that his prosition had be-
ctme very unpleansaul, hesent a paremptory tele-
gram fo Madrid on'Tuesday mornik e, staling that
s vesignation was fo he uceepted before forty-
et hours, g Faesday, at noon, tho answer
cane that Lis resprnution wonld be accepted,
snd Lhat Gen, Varsasieoy would take charge
Lexnporarvity, 'The writgten order will regch hero
Lhont the 18t m (hat Bopas will leavo here
sbhontthe 200, His departure will be regretted
by a1 men who love Lhouesty, and by every
coiored man and woman in the sland, who have
1oat the oily srotector (hey ever hud, Bven the
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and they were not, as a rule, among those who
treated their slaves the best. '
RODAS’ SUCCESEOR.

The successor of Gon. Ropas is the well-known
Gen, VALMASEDA, Why he 18 80 wall known,
nobody ¢an exactly tell. He was ong of the first
who comnmanded the Spamnish troops when the
insurrection broke out, and has sinco been in
the field—that is to say, he commanded the
troops who wore in tho fleld, having gone out
himself gevoral {1mes,. VALMABEDA is the idol of
the volunteers, 8 stanch adheront of the fallen
dynasty, and very pious. He knows the island
and its people well, but is vory easily led by
thoso in whoin he confides, and he is not the man
who ought to have charge of Cuba at the present
day, if tho Spauviards intend to restore peaco to

it oneo more.
THE WAR.

ixeepting the capture and eurrender of sev-
eral prominent personages among the insur-
gents, but few items of interest present them-
selves, The reinforcements which have already
arrived from Spain and those now atsea, are
gent to the interior as fast as they can be armed
and cquipped. The only engagementof any im-
portance was that of Col. MARIN, in the Central
Department, who killed, according to his state-
menf, filty-two insurgents and captured Mr.
CRISTOBAL. MEXNDOZzA, who was formerly tho
Cuban Sceretary of TForeign Affalrs. Previous to
the war Mr, MENDOZA held a position on the
staff of the Havana Siglo, and was universally
respected for his talent and gentlemanly quali-
ties, Tho insurgent leader, QUINTILO VILLA-
REAL, was killed noar Holguin, his father, ANTO-
K10, having been kilied some months ago. Col,
GERMAN BARNIOS, the Chief of Staff of the Cuban
Gen. AnoLro CAVADA, was also captured and
exceeuted at Clenfuegos; he was related to many
Jamilies in Cienfuegos, and his death eaused
auch exeitement there, A numher of contrite
msurgents surrendered in thoe five villas, among
thom Col. GELMAN CABRERA, who commanded
the party of JESUS DRI, 801, since the 1atier’s ill-

N8k,
THI, CASINO ESPANOIL,

‘The Casino Igpanol, the Spanish nolttienl elub,
has at length finished the counting of about
geven haumdred votes, a nuimber of gentlemen
being engaged in that laudable tagk for over a
week. The ticket elected i8 2 curious mixture
of ultras, so-called couservatives, 8panish-think-
Ing Cubang, and nowespaper men. The list of
namoes clected. to servo as an oexecutive com-
mittee reminds me foreibly of BARNUM'S happy
family. To those who know Havang politicians,
the conglomeration of such persons as J. M.
Villergas, J. . Tabermlla, I'edro Sotolongo,
Pavio Dardet, Segundo Rigal, his Excelleney,
Ramou IHerrera, Franecisco Celderon, and J, M,
Arendafio, cun only appear supremely ridieulous,
Birds who are not of one feather romeaetimes do
fluck togethier, QUASIMODO.



