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CUBAN AUFAIRS, |
MRRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP CITY OF MEXiICO,

Ng ' |
The steam-ship City of Aerico, trom Sisal i
and Vera Cruz, via Havaua, reached this port
vostorday. By the courtesy of Parser ALLEN,
our-Havana correspondence, vrinted below, wag .
promptly delivered at tins office.
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The Change of Admimistration — Mho
RRornet Iixpedgition—War Notes—[FEaye
- ceilancous dsonsip—1'he Qoova,
Fiom Our Own Correscondent.
I1AvANA, Thursday, Dec. 23, 1870,
‘A different air scems to porvade all official
regions since the advent of Ropas, and but few
of the taces of tho old hangers-on about the
palace are now mob with neav itg confines, Tho
anfe-rooms are crowded with visitors and mid
tary men, all of them, or at least nearly all,
anxious to lnd out for thomselves whother the
chango of ¢hiet may alsv lead to a change
among the subordinates, and aliow them to
‘fatten a little in tho crlbs whence they havo
been drivon s1nco the downfall of Madam ISA-
BEL of Bourbon. Up to the present, however,
buf fow, and those very ummportant, changes
have taken placs, though as mucn cannot
be 8aid about military movemen!ts. VALMASEDA
has gono to work in roal earnest, and if he 18 not
a brilliant gonius, ho kas at least suflicient tal-
ent to send hmnareds of regulars to tho intevior
who were idly garrisoning some towns in the
VYuelta Abajo, or were stationed in and about
Havana. Three companies of engineers and the
second battalion of tho Regiment Ilspaiin bavo
already goune forward, and those who arrive from
Bpain are equipped and armed with the greatest
possible dispatoh, aud shipped for the Central
and Eastern Departments, A detachiment will pe
landed at Savannal Ia Mar and another at the
mouth of the Cauto River. These detachmonts
will movo in easterly and westerly directions
toward Guaimarillo and Las Tuanas, while the
troops at Embarcadcro and Pass del Cauto will
move southerly, so as to bave those at Las
Tunas guard the cross-line. VALMASEDA ex-
pects © to frce the entire jurisdiction
of Las Tunasa in this manner. The
celebrated  guerrilln  leader, MONTANER,
was in town on Tuesday, and left again on the
following day. It i3 undorstood that VALMA-
S8EDA has curtailed tho powers which RoDASs
conferred, and has ordercd MONTANER to act in
strict consonancewith tho movements ofthe other
Tarties, taking the contra-guerrilias from Santa
Cruz to Guaicanamar, and thence striking a line
to Las Tunas, crossing botween Guarmmarillo and
Berrocal, Col. MARIN., commanding the nrtil-
lery battalion now operating in the Cen-
tral Department, has also arrived, and after
congulting with the Captain-Ger- -3, will re-
turn to his post. All efficers of auy inportance
have reeeived instrnetions through trusty emas-
saries of VALMASEDA, and after the next two or
three woeks we may expeet 1o hear of some con-
certed movements, Tho Spaniards must neces-
farily obtaln some succesr, a8 the inereased ac-
tivity of the troops, and tho reinforcements
daily gomg forward to swell the Spanish
yanks, must necessarily produce some result.
The twonty-five hundred men whieh arrived
from Bpain  within the present week
will serve admirably to guard forts and detach-
ments, while the present acelimatized garrisous
will take the fleld. But all these grand move-
ments and preparations, no watter how well
they may be planned or carried out, will be but
transitory unless the navy can prevent the land-
ing of tho expeditions known to be on the way.
Tho mere numerical strength of the so-oalied
flilibuaters amounts to very liftle, but the
moral effeet produced ocannot be over-
estimated. The Ianding of Dbuat fifty
men producea & doep impression among
all classes; the Cubans in the field acquire
more confldence, and the lukewarm remain in
the ranks, instead of deserting and surrender-
tag to the Spaniards, as they have been doing of
1ate., The non-fighting portion of the Cubans and
sympathizers are galvanized into new life, and
run great risks in sending ammunition and cloth-
ing to their countrymen in the fleld, provided
they can s&ee that the chances of ultimate tri-
umph are not diminishing. If by someo streak
of luck the Bpaniards conld get the only two
Genorals of the Cuhans out of the way, the
revolution would receive a gevere blow, I refer,
of course, to Gens, Diaz and MARCNO, the Do-
minicans. Of the original leaders of the revo-
lution we hear very Httle; BEMBETTA is sick:
IGNACIO AGRAMONTE i8 rarely mentioned, and
CAVADA has not fulfilled any of his promises,
New men, whose deeds havo not been heraldod
with 80 many flourishes, have taken their places,
and are doing more work with a less number ot
men, lessened resources and a stronger enemy.
The chaff has been discovered and separated
from the wheant.
THE ' HORNET* EXPEDITION,
Everybody ig, of courge, o the plert to learn
of the whereabouts and doings of the Hornet.
It will be a. very easy matter for her or any
other vessel to land when and wherever
she wishes to, It took threo days to get
@ mon-of-war ready to go to Nassau,
and threo days more for another to coal,
and go in her persceution along the Keys. The
Spavish Navy is cowposed of fine ships, with
excellent crews. but ar g whole s undountedly
entitled to being called a splendidly misman-
aged institution, The Ifornet arrived at Nassau
on the 16th, with about seventy men ahoard, and,
after entering the barbor, made & request to be
allowed to coal, which request was refused by
the English guthoritics, The Spapish Consul
then called on the Governor and demanded the
seizura of the ship as a pirate, ana the
Governor was agreeing, when the muattor
“leaked out,” and the Hornet weighed her
anchor and steamed out to sca. A Britieh gun.
boat was sent after her, but did not even ot a
sight of her, the Hornet making over eleven
knots easily. It is understood here that the
Hornet will go to Venezula and take the arme
and ammunition of tha Bitly Ruits ou boaurd
aud then bring them to Cuba,
WAR NOTES,
When Gen, AMECOCHBEA was captured near
Holguin, another Cuban oficer, Don FACcUNDO
CABLES was also captured and thirteen Iilled.
....The captured Cuban officer, JOSE CAYETANO
SANTOS, Was tried by a Court-martial at Cienfue-
£08, a5 an incendiary, and found guilty and ex-
ecuted.... From information received, the troops
went to & place neay Guanansi, whero they
Tfound a rifled Parrot gun, which the Cubans had
been unable to carry away. The cannon was
easily captured, as there was nobody to defend
it....It 18 reported that the Cuban General Porr-

‘CARPS RUBTAN died from the effeets of the woung
he received in the attack on Mayan,

MISCELLANEOUS GOSSIp,

The Government is establishing gevon new
telographlines with all possiblo dispaten, Some
-of them had been destroyed by the insurgents,
--..Onoe of the supposed assassing of Mr, Gusray
‘'OBERLANER, the German who was killed by rob-
bers, has been arrested....The rumor thay Vice-
Prosident AGUILERA had been captured hy a
gun-boat turned out a mere invention... A nume-
‘ber of Mexiean and Central Ameriean Bishops
are returning from Rome to ther dioceses, ang
passed through Havana,

THE OPERA,

The opera has proved to be s partial failure,
and the ola saying of ‘‘shocmaker stick to your
last'” s againapplicable. A man may soli poor
whigky and yet retain his customers, but those
who vartake of intcllectnal food are not so
easlly satisfled as those who merely satisfy a de-
praved appetite. The mavagement of the opera
1n other bands would bave been successful, It
is intended to bring some eingers trom New-

York, but, 1f present appearances and the gon-
eral 1mpression can be relied on, the oporg wiil
have been played off or out before reinforeg-

ments can arrvive, QUASIMODO,
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