CUBAN AFFAIRS,

ARRIVAL OF THE HAVANA STEAM-SHIP MISSOURI.

The steam-ship Missourf, which left Ha~
vanaon Nov. 19, reached this port yesterday.
We are indebtod to the courtesy of her purser for
tho prompt delivery of the interesting corre-
spondence printed below.

i

Evnsion of the Abolition Laws—A
Young-0ld Negro—What Zulueta Pre-
dicted—Position of the Emancipados—-
Just Policy of De Rodas—Registration
of Foreigners—** War? Gossip.

Froma Our Own Correspondent, |
HAVANA, Baturday, Nov. 13, 1870.

The pro-slavery element in the Island of

Cuba is represented by all slaveholders irrespec- I

tive of nationality, as the spaniaris, Cubans,
Amecricans, Englishmen, or Frenchmen are
cequally zealous to hold up the profitable, un-
christian and brutal institution, and are placing
évory impediment in the way, to prevent the
carrying out of the jtwo favors granted to the
black population. namely the partial abolition
of slavery and the complete freedom of the 8o-
called emancipados. The birth of childron 18
often Kept a secret, and many who were born
after Beptember, 1863, are represonted to have
seen the light of this world at a much earlier
date ; and as it is almost i1mpossible to de-
fine cither a very young or very old negro’s
age, thoso under two years are called three, and
those over sixty, it they are in the least robust,
arce declared tobe forty-five or fifty. I met an
old negro, ycsterday, who informed me, with an
oxpreasion of great wonderment in his face, that,
during the reign of Captain-General TACON,
(1836,) he was already a grandfather, with quite
o numerous stock of grandchildren, gsome of them
being then full grown men, but that he had sud-
donly become very youug again, and didn’t
know how, lns master having stated his (the ne-
gro’d) ago at {ifty-threo. According to the mas-
tor’s statement, this negro must have been mar-

ried before he wasg out of his swaddling elothes,
(this 18 apoeryphal, a8 the swaddhng clothes
of Cuban nogroes consists of tho degree of
warmth which nature weaves around them,)
and a father of a famlly bofore he was a year
old, for only such reasoning will make the two
stores agree. This negro, who was hrought here
fromn Charleston, remembers porfectly well hav-
ing scen Gen. LAFAYETTR, he being then sor-
vant to a Mr, PiIcKETT. The number of such
cases, it followed up and found out, would Le
1nnmense, and the crown officers have to subnit
to the hatred of alave-owners, if they intand to
carry out their orders and refuse to be bribed.
Even the Press, as 1 duty bound, defends tho
traflickers in blood, and the Voz de Cuba, 1n its
oditorial of the oth, howls and whines in the
most doleful manuer agaiust the carrying out of
the law, saying:

“ Wo aro informed by Matanzas planters that
they have petitioned the Government aganst
the lists which are being formed of slaves over
sixty years of age, they tauking the official cen-
sus of 1867 a8 & guide., This will cause consrder-
able injury to the planters. When the eensus of
1867 was tuken, the age of negroes {rowm Alrica
wias given by those who had this work in charge,
ana therefore cannot be correct. Arvticle 19 of
ttiec decree of the 29th of Septewmber, i8 very f{or-
mil, and orders a new census to be takeu during
the months intervening before the close of the
present year, and justico and reason advise that
this sheuld be done as it was in Havana and
othier places, in order to examne every individ-
1nitl 5o as to graduate his age, thus avolding not
ouly injury to the plauters, but also so tihat the
#iave receives a henefit to which he is not en-
ticled, as some might be wronged. Thego errors
cin he averied by taking 4 new census with le-
palhity and exactuess,”

Tho object of this article i3 apparent; it i3 an
ocult threat to the Government of tine island not
to be too strict in earrying out tho misnawed
mancaipation law, although 1t only relates to
intants amd the aged. Ivexpresses thoe feciings
of the atrong slave-holding power and their utter
di=sregard of the moral influenee and example of
the entire civibzed world, excepting, perhnps,
Brazil, Even a negro over sixty can earn some-
thing for Lis owner, aud when did a planter
owning slaves cver pay any attention to a
slave’s welfare or health, provided he produces
some money for his owner. The grand seeret,
however, is that the planters fecl that slavery is \
doomed, Tbhe well-known JGLIAN ZULUETA
truly remiarked: “ Four years more of
glavery aud all wili be well: any'
planter who does not make a fortune within
that period does not deserve to own a planta-
tion,” He spoke the truth, If all planters in |
Cuba are not-immensely wealthy—and if some of |
them even are in debt—it 18 simply because they
were spendthrifts, and have lived far beyond
their means, and allowed their adminisirators
to manage the estate, the latter always working
more for their own benefit than for that of the
proprietor, The Messrs. SAMUEL & JAMES
WeLsi, Philadelphia sugar merohants, have just
purchased two large plantations and alarge
number of negroos near Remedjos. the first
owner having been heavily indebted to them.
The price, I believe, was something near $700,000.
But to return to the other class of negroes who
are affectod by the freedom decree. |

The emancipados are the blacks captured
by Spanish crwsers fromn slavers at sea,
or after they were landed. Iitherto these
sc-called cmancipados were hired out by the
Government to private individuals, tlie Gov-
ernment receiving $4 26 per month for each.
Captain-General RODAS, who, together with
Sceretary I'ERNANDEZ, 18 denounced as a rank
abolitionist, has lIiberated over 8,000 of these un-
fortunates, giving them their conmiplete freedom.
Thoge liberated negroes first recoive the follow-
ing doecument, signed by the Captmin-Genernl:

SECRETARY OF TIIE BUPERIOR GOVERN- }

MENT OF THE ISLAND OF Cuna,

Whereng, By the docitments oxisting in this
oftice, it iz proven that on thc — day of )
an expedition of nogroes from Afriea was cap-
tured, among whom was the one pumbered ~—,
named , and known In Africa by the name
of . who is now — years of age; and as
said negro has always shown good conduet, and
has learoed enough to know that he cannot be
reduced to a state of slavery, therefore, in the
use of my faculties, and in virtue of the law re-
lating to emancipados, I declare said froe
from all Government supervision, and anthorize
Inm to contract for himseclf with perfect froe-
dom; to disposa of himself as he pleases, re-

maining only subject to the laws and rules re-
lating to colored people,
, 187 .

Given at Havana,
(Signed) CESAREQ FERNANDEZ,

Thege letters of freedom are given as fast as
they can be made out and signed. The contracts
which the negrocs make with planters or others
have also been changed by Gen. Ropas, and
they now rcad as follows:

‘““The emancipado pledges himself to work for
a certain person named, or any other to whom
this contract might be trausferred, on any work
in the town or country, during a term of not leas
than two and not more than six yeurs, pledgiug
himself also to subject himself to the rules, num-
ber of working hours, &o,, of the place. The
contractor pays a salary of ten dollars to overy
map and eight to every woman, monthly, allow-
1ngr eight ounees of salt beot and two and & hg'f
pounds of sweet-potatoes, or any other vegeta-
bie, a8 daily ration, taking care of tho negro
while sick, and mving three shirts, two pairs of
pants and a blanket to the megro annually,
Theso contracts are to be signed before the gu-
thorities,”

This undoubtedly is much better treatment for
the negroes than recerved by them hitherto, but
is oply a little different from the former system,.
The idea of giving » workman only ten dollars g
mouth, who 18 obliged to work from fifteen to
twenty hours a day in a climate which kills
black and white, and of giving him ci1ght ounces
of salt meat (of a poor quality at that) and two |
and a half pounds of swoet potatoes, and neither
bread or coffee to live on! How would the black
population in the United States like or submit I
to such an arrangement? The only wonder is

that the black population in Cuba has not risen
en masse and repeated the scenes of Hayti and
San Domingo.

REGISTRATION OF FOREIGNERS,

The Consuls of the different nations, with one
or two exceptions, have requested their coun-
trymen tocome forward and register, 1n accord-
auce with the law ot 8pain regardiug foreignera
in Cuba. The law is much better than the for-
mer one, and will cause less annoyance to per-
&0n8 coming here, while it prevents Cubans, to g
large extent, from claimmg foreign protectlon,
unless they are really entltled to it.

The **war” goca on with slight variations, but
we must now expeot a change, the dry wenther
having set in. Operations, on a small scale, con-
tinue throughout the 1island, and, ex-

. copting in  the Jmmediate vicinity whore

‘Gen,  VALMASEDA commands, | the Cubans
‘are losing ground to & ‘certaln extent.

‘When all signal-towers are built on the line from
Puerto Principe to Clega de Avils, 1t will be
very difficult, if not altogether impossible, for
a Cuban force to oross, at least not in any con-
siderable number, and without exposing them-
selves tv defeat....Mr, LUIS VARONA, g brother
of CRARLES VARONA, the leader of the insurrec-
tion in the Camaguey, was lately captured and
exeouted by the Spaniards. He was but twenty-
BiX years of age, and very talented. Previous
to his death he acknowledged that only his love
for Miss MARIA DE MARMOL, a sister of the
cclebrated Cuban General, made him join the
Cubans, she having exacted that he should join
them, B8ince then he has behaved bravely. This
s not the only case in which young Cubans
bave joined the forces from similar motives.
QUASIMODO.




