CUBAN AFFAIRS, |

ARRIVAL OF THE HAVANA STEAM-SHIP GOLUMBIA,

The steam-ship Columbia, which left Ha- .
"vanaon Oct. 1, reached this port yesterday.
Her purser is entitled to thanks for the prompt '
dellvery of our Cuban lettors and papers, !

vt .
The Question of Emancipation—Deereo
by the Cortes—The Garrote—Sicliness
in llavanan—Arrest of Ncnor do Conto.
From our Own Correspondent, }
HAVANA, Saturday, Oct. 1, 1870,
The law enacted by the Government at
Madrid, and published this week hero, tonding:
to tho ultimato extinction of African slavery in
Cuba, will scarcely fail to have an important in
fluence, not only in detcrmining the present in-
surrcetion, but also tho future of the island.
‘Blavery 1s offlcially doomed, and planters gener-
ally can now imitate some among them moro
prudent than ihe rost, who, for some time past,.
have been putting their houses in order in an-
ticipation of the coming event. The law is as
follawa

EMANCIFATION OF SLAVES.

Don FRANCIECO'SERRANO, Regent of Bpain,
&e., &¢., orders to he exccuted the following law
georeslt and sawctioned by the “Constitutional
‘Corles of the Bpanish nation :

‘ARTICLE 1. Al)-children of slgve mothers born
afterthe dato of the publication of this law aro
doelsrod free.

ART, 2, All glaves horn hetween 17th Septem-
ber, 1868, nnd the publication-of this decroe are
acguired by the State on payment to their mas-
‘ters of §25 each, |

Awr. 8. Allslaves who have served under the
'Bpanish flag, or have aided the troops in any
way during'the present insurrection in Cuba, are
declarcd frece, as also all those whe may have
“boon freed by the Captiain-General of Cuba,
"Tno State ywill indemnifyw their valne to those
rowners who may have 1emained faithful to the
- Bpanish eanse; it they helonged to insurrection-
ists thoro will be no indemiflcation,

ART, 4, Thosc slaves who, at tho time of tho
pubhiecation of this law, havo reached sixty
"yoars of age, are declarod free withount compen-
sation to their owners. Those who reach this
age henceforth will enjoy the same advantages,

. ART. 5. All slaves pertaining to the Btate, from
whatever cause, are declared free. Those who,
under the title of emancipados, were under
the protection of the State, will at onco enter
into full onjoyment of their rights as freedmen,

Agr. 8, Thoee free by virtue of articles 1 and 2
of this law will rewain under the guardianship
of the owners of their mothers, indemnification
being paid them, as preseribed 1n article 11,

Ant. 7. The guardianship to which the preced-
Ing article roefters 1mposes on the guardian tho
obhigation of mamtaining his wards, clothing
ther, and aiding them in sickness, and giving
them primary instruction, and an education
“suitable for some trade, 'The guardian acgnires
all the righits of futor, and can profit hy the
labor of his ward without recompense uuntil his
-pightoenth year,

ART. 8, At cighteen years of age the freecdman
‘will be entiticd to halt his wages, Of this
amount one-half will be given him at once, the
otﬁcrhalf being reserved as hercinaftor deoter-
‘mined.

‘ART, 9. At the age of twenty-two yenrs, the
-emancipado will acquiro the c¢njoyment of his
rights, the guardianship ceasing, and his wages
reserved, as before stated, will be given over to
him.

ART, 10, Tho guardianship will algo termi- ﬁ
nate : First, by the marrniage of the emancipado,
In caso 6f females after the age of fourteen, and
In that of males after eighteen; second, by
provon abuse of the guardian in punishiments,
or by a thorough neglecet of Ins duties, as set
forth in article 7 third, whon the guardian
takes the honor, or favors the tuking of the honor
of the emancipado.

ArnT, 11, The guardianship i8 transmissablo by
a1l ineans kuown in law, and renuneiable for suf-
ficient causces, The legrtimate or natural
fathiers, who may be free, can recover the
guardianship of their sons by insuring tho guar-
dian an indemailcation for expenses made on
account of the emaneipado. Future decrees
will fix the bage of indemnifieation.

ART, 12, The Captain-Genggal of Cuba will

rovidoe, within a monih from the publication of
his law, lsts of those slaves comprised 1n ar-
ticles 3 and 5.

ARrm. 13, Freedmen to whom the last .article
rofers will remain under the proteetion of the
Btato, which 18 obliged to protect and give them
means to gain their livehbood, without this in
any way affceting thoir llberty, Those who pre-
for to veturn to Africa will be talon there,

ART. 14, The slaves to whom articlo 4 refers
ciah remam in the houses ot their formor mas-
ters, who, 1o this case, will acquire the position
of guardian to thewn. When they shall bave de-
cided to remain in the honses ot their gnardians,
it wiil be optional with the latter to pay theom
wages or nob; butiu all cascs, and especially i
thiat of physical inability to maintmn them-
gelves, the guardian will be  obliged to feed,
clothic, and assist them in sickness, as he will
@lso have the right to cmploy them in work
udapted to thelr capacity. Showld the emanci-
pado refuse to work or make dasturbances in his
master’s house, the authorities will decide iy
the matter aiter hearing the emancipado,

ART. 15, If the emancipudo withdraws of his
own will from the guardiavship of s former
master, none of the obhigations in the preceding
nrucle will be binding as regards the guardian.

ART. 16, Government will gequire the necossa-
ry resources for the indemnifications to which
the prosent Jaw will give rise, by means of o tax
upon those remaining still in slavery (paid by
their masters) between the ages of fourtcen and
Bixty.

AnT, 17, Cruelty to slaves adjudged and pun-
Ished by the Courts will result, as a consequence,
|tn the liberation of those who suffor the injus

1c0,

Anr. 18, All concealment which impedes tho
application of the benefits of this law will be
pmllished according to article 13 of the penal
coae,

Anrrt.19. All those slaves who do not appear
Jngeribed in the census taken in the Island of
Puerto Rico Dec, 31, 1869, and that whieh should
be finshed 1n Cuba Dec. 31, 1870, shall be consid-
ered freo,

ART. 20. Government fwill dictate a specie
loan for the carrying in efiect of this decreo, -

ART. 21#Government will present to the Cortes,
when the Deputiesa from Cuba may have been
edmitted thereto, a project for the emancipation
of those who may still remain in slavery after
the coforcement of this decree idemnifying
the owners, Meanwhile punishment by whip-

ing, which chapter 13 of the laws of Puerto
1co, and 1ty equivalont in labor authorized,
shuall bo guppressed, Neither ean children under
fonvteco be sold soparately from their mothers,
lor can slaves united inmarriage be separated,

All rorts of opinions are expressed regarding
the foregoing decree, though overbody socems to
ngree in one point, that it is a master stroke of
policy ontho part of Spain to gain sympathy
abroad, and that it assures Cuba to tho Penin-
Bula, Cuban gympathizers condemn it as falling
short of what it should be. Parties most inter-
ested—-planters—accept tho situation, and think
It & wise Jaw. Not one word of comment regard-
fug the law has appeared in the city journals,
They are afraid to meet the matter squarely,

LABORERS FOR CUBA.

Bome time g0 Gon. RODAS, knowing the lack
'of laborers and artisans on this Island, gave an
order that the commander of a 8panish man-of-
war then in one of the ports of Venezuela should
-offer free passage to any possessing any urt or
brofession, who might he desirous of coming to
.Cuba to earn their living, and now the result is
becoming manifest. Baturday morning tho
Pizarro, & 8panish frigate from Venezuela,
-brought a number of families, 166 persons in nll,
mostly farmcers, who will find no difficulty in ob-
‘taluing employment at once.

THE GARROTE,

Last S8aturday morning, Dou LUls AYESTAREN
was garroted back of Fort Principe, in this
pity. Taken prisoner for political offenses, a
Court-martial was held on the day of his arrival
In Havanpa, and ho was sentenced and mur-
fered on the following morning, ¥Xe met his
Tatoe calmly and with unostentatious bravery.
8pain will nover conquer the rebellion in Cuba
by garroting the prisoners her goldiers may
take. AYEBTAREN was related to some of the
principal families in Havaua, and ended his
pareer at the early age of twenty-three.

ARREST OF DE CONTO.

Gen. RODAS ordered the arrest of FERRER DR
\CONTQ, editor of the Cronista, of New-York, one
flay this week, for having posted about town
s0me notices over his signatare, to the offect that
those pexrsons who wished their conversations
should not reach the ears.of the Captain-General
ahould avoid talking with D& po-and-so, and

branding the person in question as & busy body
aud tattier. A sharp private lotter to the For-
fgn Mimster at Madrid, ‘which Laballero Fegr-
RER wrote, had been printed and circulated here,
and aggravates his case,




