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CUBAR AFFAIRS,

ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMSHIP DE SOT0,

The steamship De Soto, which left Havana
Jan. 25, reached this port yesterday. By the
courtesy of Purser MCMANUS, our special corres-

rondence and our exchanges were promptly at
hand,

Forade in Wonor ot Mr., Seward—Com-
ments of the REPress—Direct Taxes
Atolishied—Incrernse of the Revenune—
War Newa—Yliscellnneons Goasip,

From Onr Own Correspondent.
HAVANA, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 1870.

Sunday was the appomted day for the

grand roview of the Havana volnnteers, to be

held in bonor of our distinguished countryman,
Homn. W. H. SEWARD., At 4in the afternoon the
lines were formed, and over 12,000 tmen were on
tho ground, when a copious shower began, and
continued at intervals until the end. Mr, Skw-
ARD and family drove up and down the entire
line, and were cheered by the volunteers, and re-
ceived lnter o marching salute. Conspicuous
amobg the different corps were the German vol.
unteers, composed principally of Germans, with
a -gprinkling of Americans, Englishmen and
Scandinaviauns.

Whetlier the parade wiil be given any further
argnificance than that of a display of a body of
citizen soldicry to a man of nots, 18 extremely
doubtiul; it will, however, materially increase
the good feeling of the ignorant classes among
the Spaniavds towards the American nation and
Americans in Cuba, and after a while Americans
will no longer be looked on as flllibusters or as
enemies.

The appearance of the foreign legion is also
very significant; it has overturned the barrier
hitherto existing between Spaniards and for-
eigners, and raiscd by traditional hatred and the
exclusion of former Governments. The fact that
foretgners have paraded in a Spanish aity with
arpss in their handg, {8 a proof that old prefu-
dices are fast disappearing, and that modern

. idoeas are making slow but sure headwar.

TRIBUTARY SYSTEM.

The most i mportant event, however, is the de-
cree of the Bpanish Government abolishing all
direct taxcs on real estate or industry, and of
raiging tie required revenue entirely from the
mmport and export duties. This will faoilitate
matters greatly and allow the small 1and owners
aud trades people, on whom the burden of the
tazes rested, to breathe more freely and regain
their former degree of prosperity. The change
which has token place in the collection of the
revenue ig prodigious. The old systems of fraud
on the revenue, exercised by the merchants
and officers, exist no longer, and as a sam-
ple of the change, a comparison between
December, 1868, and December, 1869, will suffice.
In Decewber, 1868, 134 vessels, of 26,604 tons, en-
tered, they producing the sum of $255,000 ag im-
vort duties : in the sarae month of the past year
only 112 vessels, with 21,319 tons, entered, and
notwithsranding the enormous difference be-
tween the number of ships and tonnage, the im-
port duties produced $765,000, or nearly three
times the amount gotten in 1868, "Comment ig
unnecessary, and the charges of the Cubans
againgt the rascality and rapacionsness of
foruier Governments are fully substantiated.,

WAR NEWS,

The Diario pudbliskes adoubtful and unconfirmed
report that QUESADA and MARMOL had been dis-
inissed from their posts, airaigned before a
Court Martial, and replaced by JORDAXN as com-
mander-{n-chief of the Cuban forces. This in-
Tormation appoars to be of the same kind as that
of the Voz de Cuba with its 1,500 insurgents sur-
rendering to BENEGASI. Telegrams recelved to-
day announce the capture of the Cuban Generals
MarIsNO and LEIRA, another version announ-
cing the capture of General PEDRO FIGUEREDD,
whilst the officlal telegram only speaks of that
gcntleman's family. 1MARIANO has been the
most successful leader among the Cubans in the
extreme Egastern Department, and his loss will
he soverely felt by them. This capture was ef-
fected by Major BOET, a Cuban, the commander
of Boer’'s Counter Guerrillas. The prisoners have

. arrived at 8antlago de Cuba, 'The usual number
. of sitirmishes which are not of sufficient import-
{ ance to relato In detail are reported.

MISCELLANEOUS GOASIP,

The Serern and monitors Dictator and Sawgus
are at Matanzas, where they will remain g few
doys and then psoceed to SBamans....The 8pan-
dah abips of war Vicloria and Lealfad have de-
duyed their deparfure until to-morrow in order
to0 colléct enough money to invite the Bpaniards
and prominent Americans in New-York to a

grand banquet, QUASIMODOQ,
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