CUBAN AFPAIRS,
ARRIVAL OF THE MORRO CASTLE.

The steamship Morro Castle, which left
Havang on Jan. 15, reached this port yoster-
day. Purger R. W. ALpERrT has our thasks for
courtesies,

L _#-_ '
The Situntion—New Plan of Campalign—

The Crops—FPucrto Priucipe-A Eetu~
tion to the Cortes,
EFrom Our Own Correspondent,
HAVANA, S8aturday, Jan, 15, 1870.

About o month ago nearly everybody was of
opinion that the troops would clear tho Cinco
Villas immediately, and drive the fnsurgents to-
wards Pucrto Principe, but such a consuminntion
has not been effected, and although the insure
gents in that region aro not so hold as they wera
formerly, they nevortheless remain in the tleld,
and manage to avoid encounters with their vali-
ant and woll-diseiplined adversaries. Wifteen
thousand Bpaniah goldiers, fighting, or rather
willing to fight, the7,000 insurgents 1n tho Cinco
Villas, have mnot been able to have mors
than & few inseignificant skirmishes sinco
tho first of Japuary, and not over
twonty-five lives have heen lost on  hoth
sidos. At that rate tlic war will nevor end, and
the Spaniards will be compelled to make super-
human efforts in order to secure fully the lino
from Cieya de Anla to Morvon, and drive the
Cinco Villas insurgents heyound it towards the
Camaguey. The Government claims to hold the
line, but of what avall is it while an enemy,
numbering over 7,000 men, remains in the rear,
and while the oncemy, in front, crosses with im-
punity, to effect some sudden coup de main, and
retires again to their mountnin fastnessest

NEW PLAN OF CAMPAIGN,

The plan of campaign as inaugurated by the
Spanlards is a good one, but I doubt after all
whether it will bo effective. The 1dea of Genoral
RODAS i8 to construct a road through thoe centro
of the island so as to be enabled to
transport troops and provisions with dis-
patch, and to construct telegraphic towcrs
every few miles with which to signal tho
nearest detachment, so that succor may be had
and combinations be mado in the shortest pos-
sible time; said towns to ha construoted in sucl.
a manner as to answer the purposes of o fort,
and to be occupied by ahout thurty men and a
piece of artillery. If the idea of, building the
road had been taken hold of and had 1t been
attempted to carry it out months ago, the
Spaniards wonld now be in posscasion of the
18land, and the revolution probably sguelchod.
Whether at this late day it will prove practicable
remains to be seen,

| ~ THE CROP.

The wholesalo destruction of plantations in the
Cinco Villas appears to have been stopped, and
wo hear but httle of the burning of cano-
flelds and sugar houses, This is probably due
to tho continuous marclhies of 116 numerous.
detachments of troops fn every direction, and
the vigilance exercised by the stationary guards
ou overy plantation, Nearly every plantation in
the vicinity of Trinidad is grinding and all from
Cienfucgos westward, the crop proving splendid,
This wiil enable the Spanish Government to
carry on the war for another year, as the taxes
and dutics raised in tho tranquil portions of the
island are almost sufficient to pay the expenses
of the strife and maintain the credit of the
Spanish Bank, which, in case of necessity, will
issue a few millions more of paper money.

PUERTO PRINCIPE,

Nothing bas been heard since General PURLLO
left Nuevitas., A letter from your Puerto Prin-
eipe correspondent, writing under date of tho
10th inst. says: “ I presume that many persons
continuge to present thewselves to Goenorak
PueLLO, and that he is fully occupled i
providing means of transit and safety
for the hundreds of families who are tired of liv«
ing in the flelds and mountains, where the barer
necessities of ife are hard to obtain, Here wo
are entirely unmolested, and soeveral detach-
ments sent by General FERRER (o Cubab) into
the country have returned with hundreds of cat-
tle, sceing the insurgents only at a distance, and]
without being fired at—quitc o change
from last month. ‘*Another corresponds
ent states that many fomilics have re-
furned to Puerto Principe, and appear to repen .,
having taken part i the revolution. Itiscore
tain, beyond all doubt, that the situation hasg
changed in that neighhorhood, and in favor 05
the Spaniards. This may he owing to the fac
that the Cubans are massing to defend Cascano
and Guaimaro, thus leaving the Principe reglon
bare of troops, or else to that they may have
been weakened to such an extent as to make
them abandon an offensive for & defenstve atti«

tudoe.
RODAS ON CONFISCATION,

The journals and volunteers are anxious thatt
General Ropas should confiscate and sell, tor
the bonefit of the public treasury, the estates of
all Cubans connected with the revolutionnry
movement, and at present cmbargoed. Robnas
refuges to aceede to their wishes, and disregards
the public clamor, and oxplains his views, for
the accuracy of this reproduction of whieh
I can vouch: No coufiscation will take
place, the mero ombargo i8 sufficlent:
but these estates will be held for the beneflt of
tho island until the procecds ariging thercefrom
ghall have paid unto the last dollar all tho ex-
ponses of the war and mdemnitied the owners
of all property destroyed hecause of the re-
bellion. It would be unfair that the loyal
Spanlard or Cuban should not bo indemnifled
for the bwrning of his house or plantation
because hoe remained loyal to the Government
while the property of his neighbor, who, in ad.
dition to being an enewy to the Spanish cause,
gupplied the 1msurgents with the moans ot carry-
ing on the war, and, consequently, remained un-
molested by the torch of tho rovolutionists, 1e
protected and does not aid in restoring, with the
produce of his place, the fallen fortuncs of those
who remnined loyal. There is o great deal of
reason in these remarks, and if the embargoed
estates of these sympathizers and alders of the
rebellion are (always providing the Bpaniarde
are suceessful) to pay the damages and exponeges
of the war, the prescut Cuban generation wild
not derive much beneflt from then,

PETITION . TO THE CORTES.
To-day’s Spumish mail steamer takes a very
jmportant document to Madrld in the shapo of a
petition sizned by all the Bpaniards (over 7,000)
belonging to the Carlist, Jesuit aud Isabol par-
ties in Havaua, and requosting the Cortes not to
grant any liberties, privileges or scif-governing
laws to the Island of Porto Rico. The reasons
for such o strauge course are stated by tho
gigners to bo principally that the Introduction of
reforms into Porto Rico would weaken the cause
of Bpainin Cuba; that the 8pamards in Cubn
aro divided regarding thelir polities and the
manner of enforcing them: that the inaugura-
tion of theso reforms will produce & revo-
lution in Porto Rico, which, even if suppressed
immediately, will not efface tho causes
which produced it, or the ideas under whioh it
was organized, the spark producing the flamo
always remaiuing, Also, that the enjoymont of
these iibertics and free apeech will losscn the
vigor and prestige of the pure 8panish cloment
and debilitate the power of tho authorities,
Nothing ought to be done until Cuba i8 repre-
sented, and Porto Rico ought to be cousldered w
province of Cuba, The intentlon of the Cortes
to grant liborties and reforms to Porto Rioo, it
adds, has palnfully astonished the petitionor, It
is a quostion of decorum, of interest and clevated
patriotiem, to awalt the Cuban representatives
inthe Cortes, -~ QUASIMODO.:

Ehe New Aork Eimes
Published: January 20, 1870
Copyright © The New York Times



