Washington News and Gosasip.
~ Cuba—Valmaseda’s Proclamation.
Wa GTON, May 20.—Information
from Cuban sources. received here by
iriends of the insurgeamts, states that
there is the most intense anger mani
| fested on the Ert of the merchants,
‘| planters, and other business men of the
| 1sland, toward Count Valmaseda, on ac-
count of his order to put to death all per-
ns over fifteen years of age found away
from their bomes. The merchants fear
the system of reprisals. The late Com-
mander of Trinidad is the only Spaniard
of note who circulates the proclamation,
but 1ta_grovmmna are being carried out
to terrible extremities, and long lists of
brutalities are being constantly reported.
Six women, one child and one editor,
were recentfj_r put to death in one day.
The sawne information reports the suo-
cess of the Cubans at Trinidad and the

defeat of the Spanish commander, Count
Lesca, at L.os Tunos. -

D‘!iﬂtsapécisl tax as a dealer in tobao-

co, and a manufacturer of ci may
sell the cigars of his own mumu.ro at

the place of manufacture without -
ing sppecisl tax as a dealer; but ft.’a
manufacturer of mb;pnbo or & manu-

facturer of cigars at the same

saleeroom in the front part

and occupies his back part as_a place for
manufacturing tobacco, snuff or cigar:
or where he uses the first floor of his
building as a store or salesroom, and the
upper part or cellar as [:ila.eaa for manu-
facturing or making tobacco Or Cigars,
the goods, whether tobacco, sn or
cigars, must be packed and sﬁnmed be-
fore being removed from that part of the
building where they are made to the
salesroom. When tobhacco, snuff or cigars,
are removed from the place where they
are made, and placed in a store or sales-
room, where the occupant does business
as a dealer, and they are o for sale,
within the meaning of the revenue law,
and if they are found there exposed for
sale without the stamps afiixed, they are
liable to seizure ; and the person se re-
moving his goods and offering them for
sale, without Frenouﬁly affixing
and canceling the proper stam
denoting the payment of the tax, 1s liable
on conviction, to the penalties imposed
by sections seventy-one and eighty-nine
of the act of July 20, 1868. Where a per-
son manufactures and sells cigars in the
same room, and at the same place sells
cigars of other persons’ manuiacture, he
must pack and stamp his cigars before
bhe ofiers or exposes his cigars for sale by
placing them upon his shelves, counter,
showcase or other conspicuous place.
Manufactured and purchased goods can-
not be stored promiscuously and offered
for sale upon the same shelves and
counters, and with no stamps affixed to
goods which the person thus exposing
them has manufactured himself. Goods
of his own manufacture which are com-
mingled by the manufacturer with goods
purchased without beinfg properly stamp-
ed and ocanceled are liable to seizure
under sections 70 and 71, or if cigars
nnder the provisions of section 89, act of
July 20, 1868.

Alabama Question in Congress.

The opinion prevails here in con-
gressional circles that the Alabama ques-
tion will give rise to alopg i1f not an able
and interesting debate in Con next
seseion, and that it will form the staple
of the speeches which are made at every
session of Congress on some important
topic or other for circulation in pa.mfhlat
form in congressional districts. A lead-
ing member of Congress gave this as his
opinion to-night. The mass of cor-
respondence on the subject, which was
ordered to be printed a short time before
adjournment, will be printed during the
summer months, and will be the text for
innumerable speeches of the character
indicated. If the guestion is settled be-
fore the end of 15701t will be considered
that good progress has been mudo by Mr
Motley. |

Cuba.

————

Naws from the Cuban Insurgent Camp Dh-
resl— 1’ he Spaniards Llouted in Fromtof
Arintdad—1The Cily sn the Hands of the
Insurgents—A Free Opinion of the Cap-
tain General—His DPreparalions for De-
parture—A Great Scandal—7The Fight ut

Swuanea.

[From thoe N. Y. Sun, May 14.]

TRINIDAD, April 21.—Gen. Cavada or-
dered part of his troops to approach
Trinidad, without, however, attempting
to take poasession of the place.

Citizen Villamil, with 1600 men and 8
mules, which appeared to be loaded,
marched in sight of Trinidad. He was
attacked at 11 o'clock, A. M., by the
%panish troops, which came out from

rinidad for that purpose, but were
rounted. The Spaniards tled, leaving
twenty dead, thirty wounded and twen-
tyv-tive Remington rifles behind. The
patriots lost twenty-four men in killed
and wounded, one adjutant among the
number. Villamil then received orders
from Gen. Cavada to move to Palmarejo,

where he arrived without finding a single
Spanish soldier on the road.

On the same day, and near Trinidad,
arms in great quantity were landed, to
the cries of Long live Cuba free,” and
“Long live Gen. Cespedes.”

On the 15th Gen. cisco Aguilera
attacked a convoy four niles from Las
Tunas, that was being conducted to the
garrison in that town. After having lost
the convoy, the retreating columns were
attacked by the light cavalry and infan-_
try of Aguilera, and before they arrived
in the city they lost one-tenth of their
entire force. But they rallied in Las
Tunas, and leaving 200 men to guard the
city, sallied forth 1n quest of the patriot
forces. tThepe, Imore astt:ite thakn e({,h%ir
opponents, disappeared and attac the
clptl;'oby the oppoaite)eaide from which the
Spanish troops had left, and after a vigo-
rous defence, forced the garrison to sur-
render, taking 150 prisoners—all that
were left after the battle. The patriots
bhad twenty killed in this engagement. .

Aguilera immediately took possession
of the city, and found some artillery,
among the rest, two fine tield pieces,
with which he armed two fortitications,
which were immediately erected. On
his arrival, he was reinforced by two
hundred and fifty men that the Spaniards
had held there in confinement.

On the 17th, the Spanish troops that
had gone out to meet them presented
themselves before the city, but were
soon put to flight by the artﬂlﬁry of the
Cubans. _

The Revolucion, a Cuban organ, pub-
lished 1n our city, contains a letter from
Havana, from which we take the follow-
ing interesting extracts:

e principal obstacle in the way of
the Spaniards i8 Gen. Dulce. This gentle-
man, who is arranging his trunks, and
has taken good care to send to London

and to id as much money as he has
u}) to the present been able tq realize out
of his wife’s property, doee not wish to

see the isle change its present relations,
but very soon we ahall witness a struggle

oing on between these same Peminsu-
fara and the cynical traitor of Vical-
varo. The attitude assumed by certain
co of volunteers will augment the
difhculty. They are struggling to find
a reason for Justl_gmg a mutiny, 8o that
they may get rid of the imbecile and
worn-out Dalce * " " *
The Captain-General foresees the catas-
trophe, and has already given the note
of warning by publishing the *‘ rales for
the bodies of volunteers in the isle of
Cuba.” * * * Not even a tragic
death will be sufficient punishment for
the crimes of which Dulce has made
himself responsible, according to the
opinions of the volunteers.

A fruitful source for scandal has been
the conduct of Dulce with reference to
the cammander D. José de Sostrado.
This gentleman, who discharged the du-
ties of Governor in S8an Antonio, learned
mt :hmons volunteers who had( glu 0;5

y the young Rafael Marg C
upon suspicion of dlqloyaltym as8sas-
sinated their victim in the road between

jucal and Rinco He, theref
caased six of the oriminals $0 be wol
into n. Afterw whanD£

_ ce
was advised of what had done, he
ordered that the prisoners be set at lib-
erty, and removed Sostrado from his
mt. Such an unheard-of proceeding

as contributed to make more plamn
disaccord between the volun and
some of his veteran officers, who e:cnghud
. complexion of things in
ooking to his own particular
The drama is approaching the
_ Bph%m the day is not
it be put upon the

- La Voz de Cuba published lately an
article entitled “ Something which

should be

from the Peninsula, and for a genera
active and energotlznd one who will

ld!." In it a clamer is Taised
sending forth of troops

ke to this insur-

give the finishing

rection. Dulce, who does not bite his
to e, is ing to say, publicly,
and as though he would throw off all re-

sponsibility, that the rebellion has not
DOW more a few contemptible forces;
but no one believes this; e 7
and as the insurgents hold the points
heretofore occupied by them, * * * =
the only effect of this annoncement will
be to still further lower the prestige of
the Barhaw of the Plaza de Armas.

- Mention is made of the * refusal of the
colored troops to fight because they did
not wish to serve as a bait; and the
going over of these mobilized troops to
the patriots after having beforehand
measnred out a ranla.r butchery to the
Catalan vohinteers!”

As to the fight at Siguanea. A thou-
~and men (Spaniards) left Trinidad un-
der the command of Gen. Buceta. Ar-
rived without obstruction at the out-
skirts of the slope, the column was
formed three deep. When it had gone
bhalf way to the trenches, a destructive
croés-fire from both wings was opened
upon it. The Spaniards, tired out by the
long march, by the sun, which fell uapon
them as lead, and by the hail storm of
bullets, which decimated them, endeav-

ored to march forward, but nv human
Bower could have made them advance.
uceta, desperate, took a man from each

company

spot * * * * (as ex les.)
which the column (continmita march—

that of retirini. ®* ® ¢ * ]t entered
Trinidad, not, however, without its offi-
cers gaving the assurance that they had
taken the trenches of Sigunanea, and thaé
the cowardly inaurg_enta?nd fled. |

. and these were shot on the
After

J




