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THE FOREIGN IMPORT TRADE,

Qur importations of sugarand molasses at
the port of Philadelphia continne quite 1193“?':
produnced in a large degree by the ad:vunce in
prices consequent upon the Cuban insurrec-
tion. DBut the growth of this‘ tra.d? is still
morp largely due tothe thram_-dlna‘ry incrense
in the magnitude of the refining industry of

_the city, which derpands a great supply of the
raw materials. The amountof capital invested |

in this business can scarcely be appreciated as
as yet, and perhaps will not be until the census
returng of 1870 shall enable us to sec its true
proportions. The importations are on 80 great a
scale as to demand immense storage capacity,

for laek of which vast ruantities are stored
on piers, and under sheds and in the cellars of

large buildings. ‘

This is o deficiency to whicl we have called
attention before, and we are glad to notice a
growing disposition to build warehouses aud
stor-houses, although as yet far less than the
wants of trade require.  If the produce trade
from Broad street should locate near the Dela.
ware river, it will absorb an damount of ware-
hoeuse space that will seriously affect the rates
for storaze of other merchandise, and perhaps
this might be benefleial, since it would lead to
‘an immediate and considerablo increase in the
nnmber and capacity of tho . warehouses.

In the growth of the imports of sugar and
molasses we have o proof of the extent to
which our foreign trado depends upon the
manufacturing industry of the city. For this
braneh of foreign commerce has expanded
steadil*, cven under adverse circumstances,
becanusy the necessities of our sugar refiperies
demanded an unfailing suppiy of the raw ma-
terinl, The wmumber and extent of -our re.
fineries go on increasing, and in the samo ratio
the imports of sugar and molasses angment.

If we look merely to the wanta of the pop-
nlation of this region that must be supplied
by Philadelphia merchants, the market will be
gsecn to be a great one, since fully three mil-
lions of people depend upon us for sugarand ||
molasses, and are supplied by what is known
ns the local and near trade.  This is a popula- |
tion constantly and rapidly increasing, bothin | -
numbers and wealth, and its trade is insepar- | ¢
ably attached to this market. Of tho amount
of sugar and molassess consnmed in confec-
tioneries and in tho manufaeture of cakes, |
candies, ete., it would be diflicnlt to form any |
estimate, and thus here is another brafgch of
industry dependent upon the foreign trade. |
Great guantities of sngar and molasses are
also nsed in the manufacture of preserved
frnits, whisky and other liquors, mineral |
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waters, patent medicines, etc. Thus the sn-
gar and molasses trade of Philadelphiais not
likely to decline, the necessity for its increase
being imperious. t
Wo are also largely engaged in the importas-
tion of salt, an article of snch prime necessity
that,in defanlt of an aderuate supply from
domestic sources, we aro compelled to bring
it from Liverponl and the Bahamas in yearly
increasing «uantitics. This, too, is largely
nsed in the industrial arts, our chemical works
- alone reqguiring fifteen hundred tons of salt
vearly. Tt is also largely nsed by confection- |
ers, andl in curing niess pork and beef, as well
as in pickling and packing oysters and fish. |
Under these circumstances, the salt and sugar |
trades are standard branches of our foreign | 8
cominerce.
It is to ua surprising, in view of the enor- |
mouy (uantities of tea and coffee sold in this
marke!, that our direct imports of those arti- |
cles are not large and flourishing., The foreign
tea trade has passed away from us without any
apparent cause, although our tea market has | g
gone on increasing in extent steadily year after | g
year, Boston manages to keep her tea trade,
but even that fell off heavily for a few years
past.  Onr coflee trade hangs on, mainly |4
through the exortions of a few large houses
bere, who ship articles of their own mannfaea
ture to foreign markets and import coffee in
return. Here, again, we have a proof of the
extent to which the foreign trade is dependent
on onr exponrting capacity.
With the jncrease in our exports of petro-
leum we find our European trade returning |
again, even without the aid of ﬁteamera, and i
in deflance of the great competition of steam- |
ery elsewhere.  Iff we’eould increase to any
great extent our shipments of breadstufls, we |
could depend upon a much larger general
commerce. DBut the tea trade defles ealenla.-
tion, and seems to need nothing more than |
abundant capital and courageous enterprise.
" We are certain that the dircet import of teas
could be made to pay handsnomely and at once. | v
without involving any considerable risk.
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