SECRET HISTORY.

Queen Isabella, during the early part of our
late war, was tempted to recognize the nation-
ality of the South, but was prevented by fear
tbat if once established the South wonld take
pains to annex Cuba. Wo were assured by
one highly connected with the Bourbon ad-
mizistration of Spain that this was the over-
tuling fear of the Queen in her final resolve
not to enter into open bostility to the Usited
States, She lived, wo bave beard, to regrot
what she esteemed her error. Isabella was a
woman of more shrewdness as a politician
than either her face or her fame would sug-
gest ; and notwithstanding her spitefal regret
that ehe did mot recoguize the Confederacy,
and make Cuba a base of supplies equally
for Mazimilian and EJeferson Davis, there
are probably some of Ler countrymen who
think she did well by forbearing.

Another version of tho story of contemplated
‘wax upon the North by Spain has come to us
from & not undistinguished source in Madrid.
It in told us that Isabella, under teaching of
the French interest at that Capital, was about
to order her fleet in Cuba to open fire upon
any of our vessels which took prizes within
six miles of her boundaries. This order would
bave been an overstrained effort at war, con-
trary to the international code; but it was the
design of the Emperor of the French to create
» diversion in favor of his Merxican experi-
ment, and Jeabella was to reap the benefits of
alliance, 1f welare rightly informed, our friends
in the Bpanish Capital were Leenly active, and
the misstep of the Queen was prevented.
Those who were mainly instrumental in effect-
ing this result were persons in familiar rela-
tions with Isabella, and eminent in tho
current history of Bpain. Their action
was as prompl, we are told, as the
‘danger to ourselves was jmminent; and wé
presume this aasarance is given us, not in order .
to arouse a prejudice in their favor with a view
to sach conspicuous relations as they may
assume in the future toward ourselves, but from
a sense of Justice to thoeo to whom we owe at
loast an acknowledgment for having acted
honorably and sagaciously. Though every
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of the policy conceived by Napoleon and urged
upon Isabella. We know of no other so likely
to have secured the object aimed at—the suc-
cess of the South and of the Mexican Empire.
Both Spain and Fraace would have lost inevi-
tably in the end—the one Cuba and the other
Mexico—but in the meanwhile the bour hand
in the clock of American civilization would
have been put back. We bave reason, thes, to
rejoice that the scheme of France to make use
of Spain, to her own eventual mishap, and to
destroy the power of the North, was frustrated.




