THE CUDAN PROBLEM,

‘The Government hna not yet found cause or
occasion to conceds to the Cubans belligerent
rights. Such is the substauce of au important
declaration made to-day from Washington.
‘The aunthorities there, it i3 said, have no proof
positive that the Cubans have been able
to hold a single town, for any official
advice that the opposing forces in Cuba
have ever met in the open field. There is a
further avowal that while the Spanish Minister
has been fraukly told that the United States
sympathize with Cuba, he has also been assured
that they hold themsclves bound to enforce the
legal meuntrality. Our anthorities lave been
selling surplus arms to all buyers without ask-
ing questions, and we suppose thai Cubans and
Spaniards have alike had chances to buy.

Tho course of the Goveroment has been evi-
dently inspired by caution and fairness. But
we have to take scrious cxception to one of
the statements which have been made appa-
reutly with semi-official assumption. Surely
our Government koows bLetter than to have
said or to lave quite believed that
neither of the parties in the island have fought
in the open ficld. Cuban, Spanish,"and Ameri-
can testimony has been given of the fuct that
they havo fought battles, severe enough, con-
sidering the nature of the country and the
forces on both sides. The opinion ia general,
grounded on the bLest evidence that can be
extracted from Quba, that the encounters
in the Sierra Cubitas, at Las Tunas, and
lately at Puerto Padre, rose to the rank of
battles. Yo grant that the Government may
have no official advice of this fact—but has it
any to the contraryl—bhas it, in fact, any
specifieally official advice whatever that we
may take as authoritative? e have no
agent with the Cubans, and it appears to be
not safe to belicve tho Spaninrds. In
ghort, it s a very fair question whetler the
Government bas any agent in Havaua capable
of giving it certain or trustworthy information
of tho Cuban revolution. What is so far Linted
to us only scems to show that the informants
of the Government are either not sufficiently
sclf-possessed, or aro not enabled by circum-
stances to find out what to beliove.



