« THOE CUBAN INTESTMLNT.

There may be a few Spaniards of common
sense in Cuba who have managed, notwith-
standieg, to keep out of jail, but we would
not like to commit ourselves to any precise
statement of their number. It such there be,
they must have secn strarght from the start
that the question of the i<lind was the very
simple ore whether it shonld choose the United
States for protector or should hold to Spain.
No man with sight or foresight conld have
quite believed in the absolute independence of
its unschooled, heterogeneons elements. Cubians
who bad the welfare of their cause most at
Teart were never unmindful of the insane ex-
awple of some of their well-meaning, but|
rather rechless, neighbors. It is far fiom our
intent to say that tho pious teils and saciifices
of any stroggling people can be in vain, or
that any uew nation, with proper sclf-knownl.
edge and sclf-porsession, and o greater faith
ju God and in the moral codo than in the
astuteness of men, may not ansume and sos-
independence. Qur fear with repard to
Cula is that she docs net know hersclf well
envugh to stand alone, and has not sufficient
intelligence and moral unity among her common
people  to  fortify the most iudcpendent
ard important position which she can hold
Wifore the world, The Cnbans may have nhat
virtue is necessary to endure a long and bitter
‘war, and 1ather sec their island ruincd in that
way than bo put to a lingering death by tho
tortures of Spanish rule. They may keep up
the clusive warfare thiey have begun and frt
the soul ont of their angry and not teo saga-
cious or over-laring enemics. We would hle
to eee more abuodant proof, direct fiom the
morvinces of the rebellion, that they are boand
to do this, while, at the samo time, we are
carnest in our constant suspicion that anything
#aid to the contrary by the Captain-General of
the island and his inveterate toadies of the
Havana press partakes more or less of the na-
ture of hard lying. For ono reason or other,
the question of the actmal sitpation and
strength of the Cuban war hag been so much be-
fozged njlon oth eides, that we aro now quite at
the climax of anzicty to know tho whole truth
about it. Wo have considerable faith in ths
facts that the Cubans lack uo gzall to make
their oppression bitter, and that they lare a
strong principlo of cohesion iu tho Laaity and
ineradieable hatred they Tear to Spaniards,
Nevertheless, it is timo thut whatev(r aubelief




remains in the pnblic mind should be helped a
little. Thete i3 equal reason to discredit Gen.
Dulee’s sfory that the vebellion is practically
conquescd, and its iival story that the insar-
gents hold more towns than {le.island con-
tains. Wa do, indeed, want thé frutb, end as
much 83 wo can possibly get'of the whole
tyuth—and wo do pot thiok that public pympa-
thy will necessmily suffer thereby for want of
o stimulant, Meanwbile, the public and pri-
vate opinion of Cubn'leaves us certain of one
propusition—that if the war is fought out to its
natural end tho island will be ruined, no matter
who conquers. There are enengh signs of de-
vastation in the west and center to admonish
us tbat this is fast bLecoming the case. As
the last bad consequence of a desperate guer-
illero system of warfare, the robber may re-
turn, a8 1 exico, to collect taxes from society
Just when Government cannot. In otber words,
with the ruin of a country we may have to sce
the drezs of a people.

Few more stapid governments, certainly few
more obtuse and blind in any moral point of
view, have ever existod than the one which
now grinds, Lleeds, slays Cuba. It is possible
that the Captain-General s doiny tho best he
can for his employers, but that best is
wean, The machine of Bpanish Government
may be compared to the rack. We, who have
the blessing of enlighteaed liberty, @nd it hard
to understand sympathetically that Cola is
ruled by notions a centory behind the time,
and by denso ignorance of her real needs as a
tenitory or a people. Much and unbemalle
suffering i3 required to make any peoplo seek
absorption by aliens rather than remain with
their own Lindred. Spain is less cruel to-lay
than she was in tle bloody days of Callejs,
but she Is practically not a whit wiser now
than then. The problem for her to solvo ab
tho outset was whether Cuba shonld Le
emancipated ight speedily, and the rebel-
lion thus disarmed of its powerful weapon of
abolition, and secondly, whether theisland shoutd
bo alloned an easy and productive autonomy
by Spain, or should hac to seek the same prin-
ciplo among the Usited States. A few good
Spaniards in Cuba and clsewhere confess the
folly of the meaws with which they havo tijed
 to rescuo their Culan possession. They Lave
attempted it in gross violation of every saving

principle of policy, and in ontrage aguinst na-
‘ture. Men mast breathe to live, and nations
now-a-days must have somo form of sclf-rule or
stifte. The old mactico of bleeding bas dicd
out of medicine—it has pot died ont of Spain.
Mr. Emilio Castelar, perhaps Ithe most ad-
vaneed Republican of Spain, caily told his
countrymen the truth, when ho said, in efiect,
‘that to war upon the American principle was
like taking up arms against the delage. Yet
weo have no doubt that Spanish misrule will
not ceaso to Lo less stupid till it has shed wore
Llood.

We are not, bowever, convinced that Spain
is determined to carry the Cuban war out to
the most painful estremity, Many fine woids
have Leen written in the Spanish press of the
uvintermittent gallantry of the volunteers,
whoso businees it appears to be to butcher the
Iavaneso at measured intervals, The Lrute
carnestness of the Spaniards in their aim to
pat down the rebellion, and the ficrce desire of
their veterans to meet their enemy, is probably
not overstated. Dat the counter fact that
Spaiu is asking very larze loans in Earopoe at
oppressive rates, is of some importance. Sheis
now spending upon Cuba at the rate of doulle
the enormous budget of the island, wlile all
tho estates thercof aro moitgzaged and threat-
cned Ly the war, and while the Goveroment
bank at Havana has paper issues to the extent
of §30,000,000 nzainst a small quantity of specic.
The prospect of the run of the island and
mwany millions of dcbt, and the possible con-
tingeney of revolution in Spain, cannot bo
agreeable. Theicforo wo attach some signifl-
cance to the rumor that Spain is willing to scll
her possession, and save her valor with the
least possible expense fo her piide. What
wonld remain for the Umted States to consider
in an imaginable event weuld Lo whether it
would pay us better to accept Cuba as the gift
of the ruined Cubans or buy it of the ruined
Spauiards.




