If Spain posscsses statesmen they oucht now
sce with chagrin the disastrous loss of a great
opportunity, Slavery is practically dead in
Cuba—no thanks to Sefior Lopes de Ayals,
supposed to have been the special purchase of
the Cuban man-traders; no thanks to Gen.
Prim, who bad visited the island and ander-
stood its needs; vo thanks to Fernando Ser-
rano, who had once aurged, and acain ceased
to urge Caban rights, and who knew that
Slavery wasat the bottom of all Cuban wrongs.
The Portuguese have taken the lessou blindy
tacght by Spaio, and stepped over Ler. Dy a
decree of the 25th of February last, Portngal
abolishes Slavery, Until April 29 of 1839, all
ex-slaves of Ler colonies are to be in a state
of Chinese apprenticeship, when they will be
admitted to the rights of Portugzuese citizens,
In a decree dated Dee. 14, 1834, Portagal bad
manumitted all alaves belonging to ber govern-
ment, and gave others the chance of buyinz
their own freedom. It cannot, therefore, be
pleaded for Spain that she has lacked spurand
cxamplo right at her own doer. Her failare to
accept the chance of abolishing Slivery, and
thereby of saving Cuba, is the most formidable
proof we have of her political Llzntness and
defect. Even at this late dsy we lave no
assurance that Spain will quickca Lur pace
against Slavery.



