TRE CUBANS.

The charge made by their foes that the
soldiers of Cespedes are primarily responsitle
for the horrors of the war in Cuba has already
been met. We have, however, additional and
intcresting confirmation of the defense which
tho friends of Cuba lLave brought forward—
proof cumulative that Gen. Cespedes had not
1ssned his decrce of reprisals until after re-
peated protests. This decree, the provisions
n! wmch have not yet been lull_r saummoned

takm in arms shall be shnt nt onco 3 sccond,
Spanish soldiers of the line may hope for
merey ; third. the enemya goods ahall be
; fourth, wh

voluntarily shall be well treatod; fifth, all
neutrals, excepting foreigners, will bo judged
and punished according to their offenses. |
This is the sabstance of the decree by wlich |
the Spaniards seek to justify Count Valma-
seda’s order for butchery, and which adminis- |
tera the extreme pain of war only to those
who in almost every city of Cuba, and
wherever they Lave appeared in tho field, have
been the assassins of patriots. The Lumane
and intelligent sentiment of ‘tLe United States
cannot be expected to admire or do aught bat
shudder at a war destitote of pity on one side,
and accepted in agony and hate on the other.
Bat it is important for us to understand that
for wropgs done to bleeding and buming
hearts, for the ruin of properties and towos,
for the layinz waste cf whole sections of
country, and for the public assassination of
hundreds, the country whoso obstinacy and
rage protracts a vain war ahould be held
responsible at the bar of civilization.

We have beforo us a letter of Gen. Cespedes
to Gen. Dulce, in which, at date of January
1, that his lave
been unnoticed by the Spanish commanders,
bo charges upon them the Lurning of mills,
the killing of animals, the oatrage of families,
and, in particular, the assassination of Gen.
Arango when promised safe conduct by the
enemy. The Spaniards had long ago practiced
the murders which now they preach, and we
‘cannot again heed the standing falsehood that
their foes are cruel, and not they.

The two victories lately achicved by the
Cabans, and the tiwo successful landings ef-
fected by their anxiliarics. are to be added to




the signs which seem to foreshadow the uld.
roato triamph of the patrots. Dy theirt
last expeditions they have been supplied with
five thousand arms, sloog with ten ficld guns
and over a million of cartridges. “Send us
“ guos and powder,” privately writes Gen. del
Marmol, who has heretofore teen experiment-
iog on the Spaniards with wouden guns, *and
“I pmmi.m to satisfy yon.” The Cubans are
now rectulnc Just such Ltlp as they peed, lnd
T

theic fricnds will pot relax !




