T0E CUBA QUESTION.

The Insntrection in €oba is now pasaing into
its second stage. Spain having euceessfolly
asserted Ler independencs of a degmaded and
oppressive monarchy, her children naturally
followed the example, and endeavoved to rid
themselves of a system which wasmuite os de-
gradipg and oppressive to them aa ever the
Bourbon dypasty wzs to the Malher Country.
It has Leen for centuries the Spanish policy to.
ignore all rights of her colonies, but providing
money in no scauty measurey to tho necesst-
ties of Spain to pour on, to their shores
crowds of hungry officia’s, not always of
reputable character, and. often adventurers
who as literally “left Aheir country for th
“ country’s good,” as ‘if,tbey had been trans-
ported by the legal tribunals. Al the places
of trust wera filled by thesa offcasts from Spais,
and no opportunity was ever given for native
talent, while native indvstry was'cramped ‘and
shattered. No wonder, therefore, that one by
cne Spalv's colonies havo elipped from her
graep, and tho lasy and the most cherished ex-
cites all the energies of the Home Government
tn prevent the dire example to be followed by |
the Queen ‘of the Antillea. Dulce, personally
popular in Cuba,and fully enjoying the confidence
of the Home Government, came outcharged with
the impossible duties of recogmuring the Tights
of tke Colony aud reconciling them with the
preteations of Spain. It was a’significant fact
that even he was nccompanied by shiploads of
needy applicants for office, shelved by the Pro-
visional Goveraraent and sent out to “prey on
the Goslien of Cuba. .As was to be expected,
bhis mission has failed and he has been forced
to assume the offensive. In the mean time
, his successor is on the ses to supersede Lim,
and the scabbard is thrown away. Lot uslook
at the forces .in opposition, both physical
and, moral. The nativo Cubans to a man
—even women and chillren—are snorn to win
their independence. Those even who ean-
not take arms cheerfully give up their
property, and, if such cases cxist, those
who are neutral or lakewarm have their pos-
sessions mequestrated by their friends and
neighbors for the cause that all have at heart.
It may be Laken for gnnlcd that the wlmla
native are [0
tion from Spain. On the other hand, the whole
power of tho Mother Country is pledged to
prevent it Independently of mational honor,
which ranks higher in the Castilian mind thay
in most nations, the material worth of Cyba
is 5o great, the practical valu§ of such
» colony, eipeclally fn the préssat impoverished
state of Bpain, so thoroughly present to the
mind of every Spaniard, that they will strain
every merve to prevent her breaking the chaln.
Such o war will be one of the most popular
that could be prescnted to the people, and
most nearly tonches their pockets. In the
sympathy wlich every free-born man must
feu] for the mative Cubans, we must be carcful
not to underrate tho resources of Spain,
©r to ignoro tho serious reasons she hos




for abhorring tho independenco of Cuba,
03 o direct robbery upon her public and
privato purso. There 'is also a third element
in tho contest, and that not tho least, thongh
Dy no means apparently prominent, viz: tho
recently and prospectively emancipated colored
vopulation. It is worthy of observation that
tho insurgents recognized tho principle only
{ when the news arrived of jts proclamation
by tho Provisional Government at lomo;
nor is this to be wondered at, for men
aro scldom in a hurry to divest them-
sclves of valuablo * propety™ they Lold as their
own., We lavo nob yet sufficicnt evidenco
of.what tho action of tho colored men lLas
been up to this date to bo certmmn of what it
will be. Then as to the moral phases. All
bistory is apt to reproduco itself; nor are the
Castilian races in any portion of the globe
much different from their immediate, nor in-
deeid their remote, progenitors. The Spaviards
aro very chary of foreign intervention, accept it
gradgingly, set it in tho frout of the battle,
give it all the labor, all the cxpense, and ap-
promiate all the result possible, repaying the
aid with an inmatitudo which has ro parallel
in the history of nations. Both sides aro well
aware that npon the amount of American Lelp
depends the success or failare of this strugglo
for independence. Commercially as well ns
politically tho welfare of Cuba must Lo a vital
question for American pol

With this view of tho case, which it is just
to piescnt as tho fair deduction from tho
Iatest news, wo cannot but add our fullest
sympathy with the eauscof tho Revoletion, Miho
revolution iy good for Spain, it is good for her
splendid colony. We commend prudence,
etatesmanship, and persistency. Cuba Las Ler
fato in her Lands, if Ler tiuo sons will it.
Nations, like men, bave periods when destiny
scems fo stretch out its hand, They are tho
wisest who do not fail to eee it. May Cuba
and her gallant sons bo wise with tho best
wisdom. 1
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