THE WEST INDIES.

TIE. REVOLUTION IN CUBA.
THE ELFCTORAL QUESTION.
1FEOX OTR OW X CORZESPOSDEST |

Havava, Fib. 3—We are now looking abicad to the
eledtions w0 tanbily, and, even now, iudefinitely
proscnibed Ly the Gosernment of Serrano and Irint.
‘They aro to bean element of change, whether it re-
act or progress, or bo for peaco or war. A good part
of the Creoles have said, through their papers, that
they value not a particle the poor franchise offcred
thems that they have heen blinded and cbeated be-
fore by such an offer s that they will not be tricked
eto sabsenbing toa Spanish resalts that they will
uot vote. If thic purposs is to Le fulfilled, then may
Culwa, should the electoral Jaw have ifs way, be
connted as eloe a Frovince of Spain as Andalnsia
In other wonls, Spaniards and Spanish influence, in
the taterest of thess who hold Spain for 1he mon-
srchy’s sake, wili carry tho clections toa dead cer-
tawty. This they are apparently bound to do inany
eveut. sinee the law of electiors, alicady analy zol in
this currespondence, i3 2 prosssion for that end. The
Catauy have omtemplated 2 wlent secession from
aflairs as a deeent st under (e eircumatances. They
yrvfess ta focd at Jast that they dhemsedves are Cuba,
ard no made and contnved majerity on the
vide of the Sparish retrozresston ean overtop
that native fact. 1 they do vote itis & arul fhat the
issue loall the same as if ﬂxe}‘ do mvt aud tlmt
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Drottets of this anteut yroshice, snd i3
lu wake all gacrifices 10 order 10 rewove whatever
pe1il inenaces Culia by means of parfldy or tho bad coun.
& otan Je ehilireb. Dow est the toal
cudota u m- \lalllul;le Jnsarrvetion, 1t wil bo without
duubt 1 radeut, s enmo of treasonto p
vxhe rountey in circuinstauces so tieal,
Without fear that the slwecwloyal CLilAten of 1o prov:
tnce will i curuuy.amenﬂmmde enibed In ther dis-
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iea peneral oljection to Spain, grounded upon Joug
wlienztion, and fartified by the Calan findividuality,
“Tho Jaw in question is 2 poor law with 2 mean pre-
amlle—so Anuricans would judgeits but Isuppose
it ma be recardod asakind of progress. It pro-
vides for cleetions wlere elections never were before
inauy vational sense; bat it ather provides for, or
gires rowm to, unfair elections, while oflering an ex-
tremely narrow opportunity to make those elcetions
fainr. The law was worihy of the Government
which, in theheg-day of its witality, and withall
nonalaveholding Spain at 1ts back, dare not decres
1w auy form, dulnot uttera brave void tothat ef-
foct, didvot manifest 3 fallaud bearty resvlvo to
tLat end~the emarcipation of Cuba. 1donot pre-
tend tosay that the Miuister of Voreizn Affairs re-
cndd a eonsileration from the Slave Board of
Mudrid toquiz s just aud efatesmanlihe qualms
Fespecting an institation which,av Jong acit exists
on Cule i2a Llack comwentary on tho charac-
terof Spanich Llerties and aspirations. Dut the
Mmistar might aswelllave realized the common
possipas tobe spokesman forall the shorteomings
amlnow suspected nutrostworthiness of the Pro.
vitional Government with rezand to the afiairs of the
Laer Uaithful Rand. Itisnot whattbe Seanish
Govermment hias doue, for that1s Littls, which scems
&0 much 2t fault; but it is its general omission and
apparently  wubmifed  conservatism, of which
nothing is positively promised, and from which
votbing cau he dntinctly Lomed or predicted.
Montls after Jate the Spanish revolution has
veached Cuba. The electoral Jaw is its fruit. Spain
Las voted at farpe, ut st is not known when Cuba
will iave her actoal franclisement, gach 2aitis It
Wa aswell nodenbt, to luve atiurdud Cula the
Practice of Ler right some time ago as nows but it
was aswredly couvenient for the Iiovisional Gov.
emntent 1n Spain to bave escaped any considerable
number of Taberzlvotes from the istand. Be<ides,
another maLinery was thought to bo required for
€'gha than that of tle universal sutlrage granted to
Epain.  The 1laud ia slavebolding, hence the pretest
of = ise. Every iuhabi
1n Sjaw nere allowed a representative, but in Cuba,
cvcuting all ber jubabitauts, ouly one deputy is
n to evay 100,000 iubalitants. Owitting the
Llarh and envlics, the appmtionwent s s1ill but one
10300, In Spain the eufirage was free, withont
any tax qualification; in Cuba it is kimital by the
Trovision that the voter, nnless Le Lelongs o & pro-
Sesslon, saall Lave paid the very large sum of §25 in
taxes. It isnot suficient that father or wotber, who
mmay Le wealihy, slall bave paid this sum for their
LonseLolds; the son who denires to vole must have
1. 1tla tas alo. The Calan elections are to bo
practially managed by men who are lookeid upon as
Lulf-encaies a¢ least, that is to say, by Spaniards
wilhng to fultll any demaud of the Govern-
suent. They are to take placo in cireumseriptions
and disincts, but iLis so provided by the imposition
«of the &panish law that ro district shall have its own.
repnacntative o iis own will. To esplain: Havana
20d Final del 1o contitnts (Le Limits of one circum-
sesiption, but the entire numlcr of six or seven depus
1ies 10 be chosen from this Jarge section will be nomn-
jnated by tle great majority of clectors in Iavana,
ard of conme, will bo e'letll'd by them. Pinar del
Tio and the
and having less pepelation than the Ilavana neigh-
Lurlicwd, may Vute as they Please, but the result will
Teth~ange. In the particular described the law
woems to Lave been made ingeniously for the purposs
of aiding the axaundency of the £pauish Govcrnment
juflaence at the scaports, and sappressing, as faras
pamtible, tho Tepresentation of the interior Creolo
district. With somany disedvantages, it wonld be
prepenterons tosav (hat the Law just given to Caba
iva fuir law, Lat, in one respect, that of not per-
autting the conmon soldier to vote—aud this wasan
cxceptivu maie in simple deceney, and with wise re-
s1d 10 a criniv—dees it pive 1be Cubans a chanee.
“Thie apportioni nt, the drannseription, the registra-
tion, tLo tax qualifieation, are all features of wrong
$n the constitation of the Jaw. Compared with the
suftraze rrantud the poople of Spain, it seems won-
cirounly unjust. 1t docs pot even guarantee what
Gen. Dulee haw reeontly annonnced throngh the ofi-
«ialarzan 38 jart of his political ereed—that Cuta
sball have the same nzhts as any otber province of
Bypiu, aud uo wore.
“The orde e jenacd 1y the Captain-Gencral puruant
tot e publication of the law of clection, explain its
andiutent aswell as any Spanish aatberity
anay. ~omctbing, lowever, remains vague, after all
hat 35 sa1d s but perhaps this vagueness must be ac-
wepted asa hind of «aplanation in itsedf—as, forin-
#tance, that the poreruiug people hereabont and in
the mother country do put wislite mean too much
while they are doing »o little, and yet wich to mean
everytling, The Governor’s veeent circular against
e R fruc fory press, leaves very little or no Iiberty
that can Ve considered as distinetly Calun to be in-
dulged in before the advent of the frambise; for it
saye that =all wonlsagainet thediguity of the nation.
a1l phirases dirrely or giadirecdly agnnst the integrity
of the national territors, all articles and paragraphs
which feud tofavor the cause of [{le jnsurrection.”
eballbe comsidered punishable offensen, This in-
struction, interpreted by a hostile functionary, nowld
Jeave hardly avything for an honert pressto fay upon
the Cuban side of afiairs, andif not redeewably
vague, must be Leld asa hteral suppression of a balf-
Jiberty of the press, whick there was no sincere in-
tention of grauting for avy length of time, in the
firet place. The circalar 10 definition of the law of
eanion 1s1n proper following to the one just ent-
cised. 1t is a roundabont and rather manuered com-
position, which requires no other work than itastyle
to shiow that it conies from a Joyal school of Spanish
gentlemen- y of men sometimes admirable,
Joyaleven to the fingers and toes, and as truetoa
dlead principle as toalive one. Here is this latesrt
«aircuiar, especially directsd to reunions in View of
e he Offcial Garette of the
e der et s e 0nal Gyt s
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llow the ‘,.u-(am-Genrml conccives that there is
not the slightest danger to be appretended from the
of the isle, sct plaily de-
2 for a crisis, is not to be
easily made out, lut isaproblem to bo set down
among the standard mysterics of old-fashioned pol-
jey.  According tovanous orders of the Captain-
Generalship, peither Slavery, nor Religion, nor Ter-
mtory, ato to enter into debato; and bence is all
discussion, except as to candidates whko can declaro
tlemsclves but privately, and then only in the inter-
et of the few, cut off summanly. I taketho latest
circolar for witsess tLat there isno free epecch in
Cuba that is worth a eong to the Cabans. I euspect
from the same document that there is uo earnest,
Liouest intention ¢n the part of Governmenttoadopt
anything hike a apecdy emancipation. X Lelicve that
tho election in Cuba is more or ks a forcordained
sharm.  There is wuch meaving in the provision that
thoso who wish to Lold reuvions must solicit the
anthorities and malo Lnown their circumstances, it
this provicion is to cover Cubans suspocted of dis-
loyalty. The general effect of the law and the pur-
suant circolars is to direct the power and privalege
which go to the Lolding of the elections to the hands
of 1hie loyal or Spanish side of the argument, for I
bardly think that many of the Cubaus can be cone
sidered luyal in the Spanish scose,

Tlo municipal elections, say $he friends of the

Government, are soon to be held throughout the is-
land, preparatory to which the registration of elec~
tors have Leen taking place for cight days, from the
25tk or 20th of January, Tho time was most ineppor-
tupe for the Cobaus, as they had not recovered fiom
tho ivevitable disgust and disheartenment conses
quent upon the previous assassinations in the eity.
Bat it cannot be known when the elections will take
vlace. That is awatter rather dependent upon the
condition and disposition of the army of Cespedes.
‘The Captain-General declares that ihe insurrection
will very soon come toan cud. Bat T observe that an
unusual military actiuty exists n the City of Villa
Clara, by very many leagues nearer the Capital than
Puerto Prindipe, and that all izZcns capable of
beating arms biave been directed to yegster for wili-
tary duts.
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