Oaba=The Liberal Offer to Spaln.

We begln to got at the facts about the nego-
tiations that are golng on between the United
States and Spain for the Independence of Cuba,
Our epectal despatch from Waskington, pub-
lished yesterday, informs us of tho terms pro-
posed by General Slckles {to the Spanlsk gov-
ernment, the acceptance of the mediation of the
United States, the modified proposition submit-
ted by Spaln in Heu of that of our government,
end tho state of the question up to the latest
advices,

The proposition pf the United States Is dlrect
to the polat, and beglns by statlog that “the
Spanish government Is to acknowledge the
independence of Cuba without conditions.”
That Is the first step and the conditlon prece-
dent of those that follow. The Cubans are {o
Indemnify Spain for the Spanish property on
the island, such as castles, arsenals, forts,
custom houses and other publis buildings.
The aggregote amount of indemnification,
howayen, not to exceed a hundred
»liffon of dollars, Slavery Is to be

‘ sbolished. As soon &8s theso terms are
| accepted by both parties hostilities are to
cengd, and the United States will guarantee
the fultfiiens of the agreement, The Spanish
government, after eux,{:,; that It accepted the
mediation of the Unlted States, and thanklng &
government Tor its frlendly interpositlon, pro-
poses, first, that the Cubans shall lay down
their arms; socond, that Spain will grant a
general amnesty to'the Insurgents; third, that
Cuba gball pay Spain for all Spanish property
on the island and for 1l property destroyed by
the insurgents; fourth, that sufirage Is to be
granted to all the population, so that the
poople may declde by vote whether they will
remaln with Spain or be separate and Inde-
pendent; fifth, that Spaln will guarantee full
protection to sach of the Insurgents ay may be
selected to pass fhrough the lines of the Span-
ish army for the purpose of treatlng for o
settlement on the basls of these propositions;
and sixth, the United States to guarantes to
Epaln the payment of Cuba's proportion of the
public debt,

Thero i3 seemingly a wide differcnce between
the ls of the two gorv , but

- both have the same object {n view—the Inde-
dendence of Cuba. That of the United States,
a8 was said before, is concise and direct to the
point. The Spanish government, though
baving the samo end ln view, appears anxious
to save its amour propre, and not to wound
the pride of Spaniards in the mode of pariing
with Cuba, Hence, the first proposition Is
that the insurgents shall lay down thelir arms,
while that of our own government is that tho
independence of Cubs shall be ncknowledged.
Of course, if the other condilons ean ba agreed
upon the independeace of Cuba will be se-
cured, whether that bs ceded ns the condition

precedent or not, for Bpaln would not and
could not go back upon the Cubans after they
should lay down thelr arms for the purpose of
a settlement negotiated by the Unlted States,
Still, the best, simplest and most direct
plan is that proposed by our government,

~ Bat the proposal of the Spanish government
that the Cubans shall pay for all the property

' of loyal Spaniards destroyed in the war, and

tbat the United States shall guarantes to Spain
the payment of what is termed Cuba's propor~
tion of the debt of Spain, cannot be admitted.

This would involve, probably, the payment of

soveral hundred millions, and create eadless
trouble and dlfficulties. The United States
will certaloly not agree to any such proposi-
tlon. The round sum of & hundred millions
for the payment of all Spanish property on the
island and as a final gettlement of all claims
growing out of the war, s a very liberal offer.
Neither our government nor the Cubans ought
to offer more, und, judging from the tenor of
our Washi h, we no
more will beoffered. Itis slmply o questlon
with the Spanish government whether It will
take this or get nothing, besldes losing vast
sums of money In the hopeless atiempt to hold

Cuba, Spnln cannot hold tbe island long,

ond, therefore, it would be extreme folly to

reject tho very liberal gum of & hundred mil-

llons now offered oa the guarantee of the

United States,

By the latest advices from Madrld it appears
that the Regent Serrano and & majorlty of his
Cablnet have become convinced that the wisest
and best thing to do 1s o acoept this offer, but
are rather afrald to venture on concluding the
bargaln before the Spanlsh people become un-
decelved and instracted as to the real state of
affairain Cuba. But a great polnt has been
gained by the government consenting to nego-
tiate for the independence of the island. The
first nod most formidable barrler is broken
down. There scems to be little doubt now that
the Independence of Cuba, through the prudent
and earnest interposition of the United States,
will be conceded. Let ushope this may be
accomplished soon and before that beautiful
and fruitful island becomes devastated. To
prolong the war, under tho present state of
things and the prospect of & solllement, wnuld
be ehedding blood uselessly an




