Thke Cnben Republic.

The independence of Cuba has been officially
acknowledged by one natlon. Peru has led
the way for the other republicsof South and
North America. We published yesterday the
{ext of the decrce promulgated by President
Balta declating that “The independ of
the island of Cuba from Spanish dominloz, and
also the republican form of government therein

tished are herchy ized.” Peru,itls
known, Is ono of the most important and four-
ahing republies of South America, Ithass
larger population than soy other, except New
Granads, and its action will soon be followed,
1o doubt, by the other republies of that conti-
nent, Nor will Mexico be slow in followlng
theexample. Indeed, we may expect to hear
shortly that the independence of Cubals re-
oognized by all the nations of Amerlca, South
and North, except Brazll and the United
States. DBrazil, of course, can have no sym-
pathy with the Cybany or any other people
struggling for liberty and to establish a repub-
lican form of government, As a monarchy
sho is paturally the friend of Spain and royslty
everywhere. ler government is an anomaly
and s perniclous exotio on American goil.
But what of our own government? What
will the Unied States dg with regardto Cuba?
Will it follow the eiample of Pernand recog-
nize the independence of the Cubans? The
eacouragement or support thus given by Pemu
or that will be given by the other smaller re-
publicsof America $0 the Cubans will have a
good effect; but after all thelr success and the
fate of thelr rich and beautifal conntry may
depend upon the action or fnaction of tho
United States. It e true the Cubans may pro-
long the straggle, or even conquer their inde-
pendence ultimately, without the recogmition
or Interposiiion of the American government;
but what would Cuba be worlh afterwards?
What horrors of war and what a terriblo sacri-
fice of life would bo the consequence of tuch
& cold-blooded policy? s~

The question arises bore, then, what will
our government do? We hear from Washing-
ton, we hear from differcnt polats of the coun-
try where the President and his Cabinet are
perambulating, and we hear Indirectly from
the Houths of General Grant and Secrotary
“Kiab;.that iha odminletsatian eordlally.sympan.

thizes with the Cubans, and that it Is taking
measnres to secure thelr independence. Nor
can we doubt thatit Is s0, General Grant, we
feel assured, §s sincere and earnest in his de.
eireto see Cuba free, and Yhe Secrelary of
State hag expressed the same desire too plainly
to doubt his eincerity. Coagress has already
spoken in the most emphatic maaner. The
unanimous vote of the House of Representa-
tives expressing sympathy with the Cubans
was fall of meaning and indicates furiber
action on the part of Congress when
it reassembles, There is but one sentiment
on this eubject throughoul the country.
The people of all sections and classes are for
the Cubans, and wish the government to take
for their independ Why, then,
tbis delay? Ifit be the policy and determina-
tion of the government and people of the
United States that Cyba shall bo free, why
does the inistration hesitate and t i
60 long? It seems to us that the time has
come when the Cubans should be recognized
a8 belligerents at least, and thus give them
. the same status and privileges as the Spaniards
in the purchase of materials of war. The gov-
ernment did well in placing an emberzo on the
gunboats being constructed here for the Span-
fards, and it s to bo hoped that these war
vessels will not be allowed to leave the United
Btates; but it should not stop at this point.
Arms and munitlons of war are frequently
shippod here for the Spaniands in Cuba, while
the Cubans aro denied this privilege, Let the
belligerents bo put on tho rame footlng. This
will neither seriously affect our peaceful rela-
{lons or negotiations with Spaln nor the Ala-
bama claims, and might stirup the Spanish
government {0 & more prompi seltlement of the
Cuban question,

Judging from tho news which we have re-
ceived lately from Spain, it isevident tho gov-
crnment at Madrid, as well a8 the Spanish
press and people, begin to lower thelr haughty
tone about subjugating the insurrectlon and
holding on to the jsland of Cuba at all hazarde,
The latest telegraphic deepatch from Madrid
says :—“The journals here nre despondent
about Cuba, and demand foller officlal informa~
tion of the state of affairs on the jsland.” Nor
can Spain fail to be fmprested by the views of
the leading journals of Europe, which show
that the only solation of the Cuban difficulty is
1o turn the island over to he United Sfates or
cedo itsindependence. Inevery polnt of view,
{hien, wo think the time has come when our
government should speak In unmistakable
langusge to {te Spanish Regency as fo its
policy concerning Cuba ond the lnevita-
ble destiny of that island. Delay may
only create complieations, perpetuate the hor-
rors of & most atrocious system of war, 20d
make the fsland, like St. Domingo, which also
was once the richest gem of the Antilles, com-
paratlvely valucless to us or to the world.
This is the paramount question of the day, and
wo hopo the administration will act on it
prompily and with declslon,




