WASHINGTON.

Wisangrow, Sept. 2 1865,
Minister Slckics’ Progasition—The Obstacles
10 %0 Salo of Cuba.

A privats lsteer, dated Madrtd, from an eatizely
responsibla souree, repeats that Minister Sickles has
offered the United States a9-p mediator detween
Spaln and the Cubans, the proposition betng as
stated b the American ndwspavers, that siavery ta
aboltshed 1n the island, the Cubaus to psy Spain for
the public buildings, fortidcations, &c.; anq it i3
equally trne that while Spain does not reject the
mediation, there are serioud obstacies in the way of
accommodation. The Impression smong many of
the Spanish sratesmen !5, however, that tbe isiand
wit ly passtrom the and controt
Of #hiat authority, 1t is stated,the preliminary de-
manded by Spun ts thet the Cubans shall lay down
thelr arms—a propositton with which, It 1# Becer-
tatneq, they wiil not <comply, If for no Other reason,
because they nave no gnarantse of protection in
such an event from the Spanish votunteers, Who,
according to report, alm a$ the absoiute rule of the
island, and have 8 secres organization to thas end.

Alleged Farged Comtort for the Cubans.

A letter has recently appeared In the NEWspaDers,

to have peent ied for vy
& prominent Cuban patriot, dated Washington,
August 22, and purporting to have been wriien by
Selor Roberts, the Spanish Minister, to the Captaln
General of Cubs, ana intercepted. In this letter
Selor Roberts as giving
about the status of the gunboats now baliding in
this conutry for the Spanish government, stating
hat belligerent rights wilt not be concaded fa
haste, bat that e provable futurs action of bty
Zovernmant will ba In favor of the Cuvans. Mr.
Roberts, under hia own signaturs, to-day says ths
letter hasnot & word of troth 1n 15, and that “the
i document 1t:alf 1% & mers awkward forgery.’r




