The Spankhi Gunbonts,

One of the Spanish *‘mcaquito fleet,” ag it
is called, went ona tial trip on Saturday up
tho Hudson, The Spaniards would have been
delighted If she could have gome down
instead of up our noble river and out of the
Narrows. This, however, they expact to see in
a short time If the reports are true, for it is
sald *‘each of <hese funny craft will sail prob-
ably upon its completion, which will be
inside of & month.” It s sald, too, and evi-
dently under the faspiration of the Spaniards
and the contractors, that “‘the impression pre-
valls that no power on the part of the anthori-
ties can detain these gunboats,” and that *‘no
Iaw caneajoin them.” The action of this No. 1
boat wa3 perfoctly satisfactory.

Of courae this parade of the action of the
completed guaboat was for effect and a little |
ruge {ofry the temper of the public acd the
iateations of the government. If the Span-
iards and tho constructors be so certain that
no power ox the part of the authorities can
detain Lhese guanboals, and that no Iiw can
enjoin them, why did they not test the ques- |
tion by approaching the Narrows. We think
they would have found out their mistake. The
administration i3 not so weak and vacillating
as to tako decided ground ono day agalast the
departure of these war vessels and give way
the next, Nothing bas occurred to lead to
such a chanze. On thoe contrary, the attitude
of the Spanish government on the Cuban ques-
tion I3 more llkely to strengthen the determi-
nation of the administration not to let these
gunboats leave our shores. Although the
Cuban3 have not Leen rccognized as belli-
gerenls, Spain is not yot at peace with our
sister republics of South America, and thiz
government is right on that ground in refusing
to let the guaboats escape; but it is also juati-
fiable on the hizh moral and political ground
of saving Cuba from the dreadful conze-
quences of Ictiing them go. Cuba 3 our near
neighbor, and we are Inlereated politi-
cally, commerclally and In every point of
vlew in the fats of that island. It
would bo an everlasting disgrace to
the United States should we, uader the present
aspect of the struggle for Cuban independence,
give such Imporlant aid to the Spaniards,
while we refusc any to the Cubans. These
“funny craft,” a3 they have been facetioualy
termed, would enter the litile bays, inlels and
rivers of Cuba, where large war vess:ls can-
not go, and wonld make terrible havos with
the property and lives of the population, a3
well as with the patriot forces, From what
wo have seca and know of Spanish barbarity
this so-called “‘mosquito fleet” would prove s
fearful engine of destruction and ecruelty.
General Grant and his Cabinet understand
this, and will not be bullied or humbugged
Ly Spain to let the gunboats escape. They
are not 80 weak and have too much regard
for tho universal sentiment of the country to
back down from the position taken or to afford
such important ald to the Spanlards to crush
a heroic and nelghboring people fighting for
thelr independence. The shortest and best
way to sottle this question 13 to recognize the
Cubans as bemgeren!s._ Then the sympathies
of the American people would soon be shown, |
Cuba would get all the assistance she necds,
and Spanish barbarity and domination in that
island would speedily be brought to an end,




