THE NOSQUITO FLEET.

The M Spanish Trlp
of ¥Ne. 17 Yesterday—=Decisive Position of
the Administration—¢Will They Sail P
The ,Spanish mosquito boats egatn. They have

been buzzing about the ears of Secretary Fish, sting-

1ng the tender skin of wily diplomats, touching the
gentie ausceptibilities of Mr. sumner, and bave been

‘worse thaa the locusts of Egypt—a pest generally.

Lst all hanas go down to tne fgot of Thirteenth

street, North river, and tey will there benold this

trooblesome swarm yclepc the Mosquito Flest.

Withln three months’ time everything that

esn  be seen at the Delamater Works
bas neen accomplished  toward  pusting
i It of martne to

successful comipletion. Over 300 men are now
employed on the vessels, and she whole scens In
thelr victni®y 13 one of activity and animation. Itis
mmuunz. 1t 13 true, to be proud of in the annals of
that & foreign
should seeX our shores as & fitting quarter wherein
to construct, arm and equip & flotilla of the magni-
tude of thurty eraft. Yet the question occurs, did
not Spain make this contract with an American con-
umcwr with that subtls diplomacy tzat bas long
distinguished her foreign relations? Did sbs aot,
bellovmz lbll mese gunboats were to be used in

merican ters, and that thetr buildmg
and eun meu- from Shis port
be impeded by tha administra-

lake fresh confdencs m ordexmg' thirty

ignlficant, and, tn & paval view, very ordia: ?
Yesgois? 18 ESE 36Em 80 10 every reﬂemng mind.
In the QOrst place take s survey of the gunboals,
their dlmeuslon:. capacities for offence ana defence
u:zd. the yrohanlu service for which therare des-

w lying at me tool o! Thtrmnm atreet, on the

nnrux ama oz zne go these marine
insects, wi ol mruea unurda 8l polnu or
tae com; Paumd & lavender color, wita &

Wi
made 80 co
constructed in so short a
Thelr pechilar  model - and

their strixing liztleness furnighes enongn assurance
that they can never be other than mean guerilias in

1Liabla to be mes manper. The boafs are not
ed, but are numbem from one to ffteen conse-
cuuvely

xamlnation of say one of lhem reveals the
:Ium!emuu of all, for they are sister veasels,
Wlshnmoﬂenu breadth of beam ln proportion to
& very shallow depth of hoid, the
llnes o! ine Imn are not of course marked by any
degree of beausy, nor do they snow thatany parti-
!aume ol model has been adopted. The bows
have hme lncunatlon, the stern gosk being almost
perpendicul About the stern the lines resemble
the qu: uarters of a beef, and bresx abd-
ruptly at the propeller frame. O dcc:
me Brea 18 Yy o STRTD
ned from the tons. low 18 me
nre room, Just forward or lmhlsnlps, furaished with
a !wr\zon uxl xuuuhr xunw»: Miler. buul at e Del-
e of

may

a1t 18 L] illating eoging,
umu concam or nomml horse power. Btill fur-
ther aft cAn be founa the cabi. this apariment
ad to late 1 ofacers with

the
spars. The vessels, when cm‘nplew, wilt narry only
Ian and minnux (fore and aft galy), with two gad-
topealls and 8
wike umamem ls:ocunsls: ofa lw«nounder Plrralt
Tifle, mounted as a pivot gun . The wl
and ilve 0aX of which the cralt are bmli wilt vlnnu
somewhat under the recoll of these manszers.
THE TRIAL TRIP OF NO. 1 YE3IER

Gunbeat No. X lumd yesterday nnernocn on her
trtal trip op the North nver. She ascended the
Hodson a3 far as West Polnt, her engines working
admirably and ber success for the purposes mef

v

the scow, acd it 13 need)
She started out, mlkmg tram tento urelva Xxnots an
naur wunouu fail press This trip estabiished
of the initial waz. wnznver m:nm:ny be, |
lnouzn, !or the designd aimed at, everything wuznl
bas been accomplished.
THE UNITSD STATES MARSHAL'S POSITION.
mnmmowu n ol ‘A chan; zan'.s “¢ome
o'er the spirit of bis dreamn.?” longet 100k
palu ma uejecuﬂ over me Telative tnterests of Spain
Some three weeks 8go a dark-eyed
pmmz ox the land of Dons made him z communica-
ﬂnll. ‘which, represecting N.l 'RCY With the
.mh:x Munuster, he sald thac no ul:cmpn on the
par: of the owners would be made to clandestinely
remove the vessels from the hardor. 'nus gentle-
man then repmred to Washington, and, it i3 sup-
, has 8 been in curmpandanm with Secre-
tary Flsn. 'rn ere 13 certalnly no evidence abroad
:m tne Spanish :ovemmenz deatres the gunboats to
leave, tn defiance of the Cabinct at Wasbington.

e fmpression pnvuns that no power on the part
of the anthorices can detatn the boats, and there I3
DO reason for doubting its good sense When itla
condidered that ourrelations wuh Spain are friendly,
that Cuba I8 not & belligereut, and no other friendly
point 18 tareatened with thelr aitack. It is probable,
then, that each of these funny craft wil sail upon
thetr completion, which will be Inside of & month.
\lo law caa enjotn toem.

For whatever service they are destined It can
hardly be transatiantic; for & good breeze and &
high sea woald bury them in Davy Jones’locker. A
more puertle fleet 88 & Wweapon of ofence was
never within the indignity of any nation o pra]eu.
nor the lot of any bullder to construct. But
more are Lo be added to the swarm, and their cone
struction IS rapidly golng ferward at Myatic, Conn.
Captain Harmony, United States \au. represents
it Navy Department, and ctiarge of e

fotitla at the Delamater Works.
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