Cuba=Tue Excltement In Spaln,

A telegram from Madrid which we pub-
lished yesterday, gays the Spanish preas has
been in & complets ferment of excitement and
indignation glnce the p lon of General
Sickles"notes ta the guvemman Slcklos him-
solf comes in for o share of abuse as well as
the United States government. It Is sald by
the excited press that he was sent to Madrid
because he was known to be a strong partlsan
of Cuban annexation. The press of Spaln,
England aad Fraoce s much occupled with
tbis subject also, While there Is still some of
the old jealousy of the United States apparent
in the articles of the London and Parls news-
papers, the Cuban question and difficulties
aro In gencral falrly discussed. This change
of tone Is significant and Indicates the drift
of public sentiment in Europs on the sabject.
There socms to bs an impression that war
botween Spaln and the United States {3 possi-
ble. One of the London journals says the
war enthusiagm is gathering fast in Spain, and
that what with Spanish pride snd American
sympathles the situation is very critieal. Then,
in connectlon with this excitement in Spaln,
we hear of the goverament sending vessels of
war and additional troops to Cuba,

Gorernments do very foolish things some-
times, a8 well 88 Indlvjduals, and Spain has

republics of America In defiance of the cher-
ished American policy proclaimed by the Mon-
roe doctrine at the time when our hands were
tied by a glgantlo clvil war; but we are. too
magnangmous to ralse this question for the
purpose of retaliation, We wish to remain oa
friendly terms with Spaln; bat wo cannot sup-
port herany longerin o ‘cruel and hopeless
war upon Cuba,

Whatover course the Spanlsh government
may take, the time is near at hand when the
United, States will recognizo the Cubans as
belligerents or independent, That, we have
no doubdt, is the determined policy of the
administration, as it is certalnly the wish of
the people. This subject will come up
probably in Cabinet council soon after
General Grant and his Secretarles return to
Washington the.present week, and we may
cxpect to hoar something more declsive. The
Prosident Isnot a man to back down, Send-
ing of more Spaaish war vessels and troops to
Cuba, or the warlike tono of the Madrid press,
or Prim's Interviews with Napoleon, or Napo-
leon's despatches to his Mipister In Washing-
ton, will not tarn him aside from his purpose,
Nor will the peopla of thls great country give
up their poliey or tho object they have In
view at the threal of war. But thers
will b no war. The administration
has only to be firm, and the Spanish
_government and people will come to thelr
seases. The present cxcilement in Spain is
simply a little storm, which has been ralsed
probably for political effect, but which will
pass away and leave the horizon clear for a
seltlement of the Cuban diffculty.

been fatous for that fn ber disastrous wars
with the South American colonies and repub-
lics. Tho Spanfards aro very proud, and In
the excess of thelr pride and chagrin at the
prospect of losing Cuba may talk of war; but
wo haveno idea that Spain will venture upon a
conflict with the United States, for there would
bo neither honor nor profit in such a conflict,
She would lose ell her remaining Amerlcan
posscssions and get nothing io return but defeat
and an ecormous increase of Ler debt, Iao-
deed, she has not the mesns to wage sucha
war. “It is difficult to believe,” as one of the
European journals says, ‘‘that Spain, with a
divited people, a brankrupt treasury, one
colony in revolt, others to lose and nothing to
win, can serlously contemplate war with one
of the greatest Powers on earth,”

Nor do wo soo what cause Spaia bas or can
have to declare wer agalnst the United States,
Our goverament has been active for a year
during the struggle in Cuba In favoring Spaln
by suppressing expeditions to ald the Cubans,
It has indirectly afded Spaln by permitting
arms, ammunition and supplies to go from this
country for the Spaniards, while it has been
vigilant in preventing any leaving for the
Cubana. In fact, it has gowe ln direct opposi-
tion to public eentiment here in the desire to
show its good fecling and honesty to a frlendly
nation. And now, when the war in Cuba
hes been prolonged for o year, when
the atroclous conduct of it by Spaln
has shocked the civilized world, when
the Cubans have been galbing ground
ell the time, and when the Insurrectfon pro-
mises to be successful, our government offers
itself as a medlator to settls the dificulty. Is
that a cause of war? Isthe offer to gusrantee
8 hundred milljons of dollars to Spata for the
independence of Cuba, when by eimply being
passivo or fnactive Caba would bo freed withe
out paying a dollar, an unfrlendly act? Can
this moderation and liberality of the United
-States be construed ato & canse of war? The
Regent Serrano certainly did not sa coasider
it, for he thanked our goverament, through
Mr, Sickles, for its offer of mediatlon, He
went 80 far even as fo submit 2 modified pro-
position to that of Mr. Slckles for the seltle-
ment of the dificulty, having for ita end the
independence of Cuba, Though the terms of
his proposition were extravagant and conld
not be entertained, the fact that Spaln con-
seated to fate for the independ of
Cuba at all was Important, and showed (hat
the action of the Unlted States conld not be
regarded as offensive, Tho people of Spala
will probably look at the matter In the samo
light thelr government does after the first
ebullition of excitement subsides. Indeed, if
they act as sensible men they will do 0. Our
special telegram from Washington, published
to-day, goes to ehow that the opinlons of the
British and French newspapers on the subject
of Cuba count as nothing in oficlal circles, and
that the Cabinet canuot understand why the
Spaniards should become 8o intensely excited
over tbe olfer by General Sickles of a good
round sum of money for the island, with the
chance of being freed from the care of a people
who, it appears, do not want them. Our
diplomatic action In Madrid conveyed no threat,
but, on the contrary, much excellent advice,
It Intimated that delay was pariicularly dan-
gerous n this case—a fact which is confirmed
by the eounciated resolve of the Cubans that
the growing crope shall be destroyed and the
island rendered desert by thelr own hands
befora they shall submit again to Spanish rule.

But the excitement spoken of in Spala
seems to arise from tho apprehension that
the American government will go further and
recognize the belligereat rights or Independ-
ence of Cuba. And there!s reason for this,
even if our Minlster' at Madrid has intimated
to the government there Lhat such might be the
case. Well, has not the United States s right
to dothis? Do not all nations act so fn the
caseof clvil wars when their interests, human-
ity and Etate policy lead them to such a
course? Has mnot Spaln herself done so?
We might refer to'the hasty recogaition of our
Soutbern £tates as belligerents by the Euro-

pean Powers, of which Spaia was one, and to
many other cases ; but no argument Is needed, '
Our government has beea more forbearing

and waited longer in the case of Cuba—jyes,

cven egalnst the sentiment and fecling of the,

American people—than is generally the cass
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