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Wa3BINGTON, Bept. 19, 1363,

Positton of the Unlted States Towards Spala
aod Cuba Unchanged=Xinlster sSicklos”
Noto to the Spanih Relency—Cubans Des
termined to Render Thetr Island a Desers
Booner Than Snbumis to Spaalsh Rute.

- Thetone of the British and Spanish press on the
Cuban question, as conveyed by cable, 18 not re«
garded in oMclal circles here with any alarm. The
London papers seem to misanderstand the question
entirely and the position which our governmens
occuples towards Spaln. Thas position hasiano
material polnt changed from what it was when tho
Spanish Regency formally accepted the TUnited
Btates a3 a mediator for the setilement of the Cudan
dimcoity.

The nots sald to have deen written recently by

‘Miniater Sickles, and aboat which the Spanish
presi fareported to be 8o Indignant, was nothing
mors than a gentle reminder that a3 the good offices
of our government bad been accepted by the detlige
erents it wonld lixe to proceed $o bustness. It cone
tained no threat, bat Iatimated that circumstances

mignt arise which would force the Unlted States to

act independently, and that protracted delay on the
part of Spatn was dangeroud.

These circumatances have already been alladed to
In my despatches as tha destruciion of everything
on tae 1sland of Cuba within reach of the Insurgents,
#0 a9 to make 1t untenabls for the Spanjards. Itls
Do secret thatIf the pending negotiations fall, ihis
18 the policy which the Cubans bave marked
out for themselves, The crops mnow com-
1oz forward on the plantations, I am
mformed by Sedlor Lemus, will never ba gatherea
exoept favorable action should In the meax ima bs
taken by Spain on the Sickles’ propoaition or soms

- other looking to theindependencs of Cuba. Among

the reasons he assigns 18 that the Cuban planters

frmly belleve that a3 goon as tha crops are gathered
tney will be seized and confiscateq by the Spaniards
aad the proceeds devoted to the suppors of the

Spanish army and navy. Ths planters argue that

a3 they are likely to lose their crops In any event

they would rather desiroy them than have them
contribute to the support of thelr enemlems This
actlon becoming general on the islan@ would, of
course, produce a condition of affairs whicn would
demand the Interference ndt oaly of the Unitea

States, but of other clvilized commercial natlons.
There are still strong hopes eatertatned by our

government that Spaln Will eveniually accept some

proposition walch wilt securs the fmdependence of

Caba and put an end £o the war. It 13 known hero

18 offlctat circles that Napoleon has advised Prim

10 sell Cuba for whatever he can get, bring home

the Spanish troops and devote the money and

troops to saddulng the Carlists and other factions tn

Spato.

Theldea of any serious dicalty erising between
Spain and the United States on account of any eone
temptated actton of our- government relative to
Cuna 18 not thought of in oMctal circles here. It ls
not agpposed that Spain, wita all her tradittonal
pride aad obstinacy, wonld be 50 reckless astogo to
war with the Unlted States Ig her presens condition,
especially with the moral certatnty of not only
losing Cabda without getiing any moaey for i, bus
of getting badly whippea into the bargata,

Lively Thues in Congress In Prospect—Hxe
pected Tiit Between Batler and Schenck.
Ben Butler, it 13 understood, 1s preparing a speech

to be delivered early o Wo coming seasion,

on the or the

commutees of Congress. Le wil, 1t 1a saud,

conflne himself especlally to tns Ways aad

Means of which Bia for tae

leadership of the Mouse, General Schenck, 13 chatr-

man. Schenck and some other members of the com-
wlttee, having beard of Butler’s imtention, ara pre-
paring to answer him. It is 3ald they possess soma

facts, gathered In the course of their nvestigations
in the East, about Butler's connsction with certatn
manufacturing institations, whioh will not be very
<reditabie to him. Butler Is a good fighter,s0 Is

Sohenck, aod a lvely tima may be expected.

The Poblic Debt Statement.

‘The Indicatlons are that fhe public debt statement,
%0 be fasoed on tae 1st of Qotober, wil ahow very
iittle, 1f any, redaction, the payments for the present
month having been very heavy.

More Trensury FPlunderers.

Dunbar, the borse doctor, about whose ¢ase 80
much fuss way made In Congress last spring, on
acconnt of an appropriation of $25,000'to paf him
for 1instractiog army veterlnary sargeons and
farmiers In his system of canng horses’ feet, 19 agaln.
& subject for the serious comstderatlon of govern.
ment oficials. The alsbursing quartermas:er hers
recently made up Dunbar’s account, itseems, and
tendered him the balancej due, $10,333, with ths
request that ho would aign & recelpt In
full of all demands agsinst the government
This, It Is sald, Dunmbar refused to do,
contending that he was entitled to another month's
Ume, and also $2,000 for the services of his som, 8
young lad 12 his teens. Dunbar’s experiment o
curing horses” feet for the government 1213 sald wilt
cost the Treasury not less than $30,000, and yes it is
Dot certaln whether his system will ever be practiced
by Its veteripary surgeons.  His system may be good,
or it may not, but It peems !mexcusadle extrava~
gaace to be paying out such large sums If our army
veterinary surgeons and farriers intend to slightit
atier recelving Instructions at such heavy coat.

Pnyment of Penslons.
Anapoeal was recently taken by certain pension
m from of the

Commissioners of Penslons with regard to the
wods of paying penstons, and also the lawfal fees
to penalon atiorneys or agents, whick {3 tow by
check on the United States Treasurer.. The attor-
neys Or agents want both thelr fees and the pen-
sloners’ MOGSy to b3 pald In currency. Ths Secro-
tary of the Interlor, In reply, says that a check on
the Treasury 13 belleved by tho pensionerstobe as
good a3 currency, and that the department i3 In
possesslon of proof that penstons paid to pensfon.
er3 are a3 often sadly reduced at the
hands of middlemen; that 18 feels bound
10 uwse every measure In Its power to
pravent what bag grown to be a notorions abaae,
Reports are frequent that aitorneys Ravs fallen
under the ban. The Secrefary agrees witl th> Com-
missioner of Fensfons that the request of the appel-
lants ahould mot b3 allowed. Irany ageat ahba:l
decline to recetve and transmit such checks drawn
to the order of tha pensioner himself, ths Commis~
sloner of Penstona will be {natructed to regard it
powers of attorney given by pensioners to such
egeats a3 aunulled, and shall seeX commanteation
with the pensioner himself.

Casbier of the Unlon Square Bank, of New

York,

Joba Jay Knox, Deputy Comptroller of the Car-
rency, bas reccived tha appolntment ang decided to
accept tho Cashiership of the Untan Squars National
Baak, which has recent!y been organized ln tde city
of New York. Mr. Knox has for several Years past,
in addition tohisdaties in the Naijonat Pank De-
partment of the Treasary, bt charge of the corra-
spondence of tha Mint of the Cnited Stales ana
bracelies, a2d o the year 1468 made & repors upon
the branch mint in San Franclsco.

Persanals.
Benator Cols hag laft Washingten for b3 Jomatn
Califarnis.




