CUBA.

Adwmiral Nof”s Yiews of Cuban Affairs=A
for Ind. Sp
tards Becomlng Dissatisied Witk the War—
Activity of tho Spaulsh Fleet,
‘WABTINGTON, Sept. 16, 1689,

Admiral Hoff had su faterview to-dsy with ths
Secretaty of the Navy and Admtral Porter concern.
ing the conattion of affairs In Cudba. Nothing ecsps-
clally new was eliclted beyond what has already ap-
peared In Admiral Ho's despatches to the Navy
Department white in command of the West Inais
station. The stories which were put {ao ctrealation
some time ago with regard o the Admiral sympa.
thizing wmith the Spanisrds as sgtinst tne Cubans
Were cntirely wjthout fonndation end were mever
creditod at the Navy Department. The Admiral's
{nstractfons from the government swere to observe 8
strict neotrality as between the belligerents snd
100k afier the interests of Amerioan citizens restdeat
inand trading with Cuba. i position wss Datg.
rally one of great dclicacy, requiring tact snd Al
cretion and st the same time firmness. Like nearly
‘every other American of course his sympathies per-
sonally were witk the slraggiing Cubane, but his

from our him

from making any osteatstious parade of them. On
&ll proper occastous, however, he did not fall to
embrace whatever opportunity offered to aid them,
and ke possesses numerous evidenced of the gratl-
tude of the Cubans for his conduct. Admiral Hoff
thinks the struggle 1n Cuba will be a protracted one,
unless the matter sbould be settled by the negotine
tions now pending between Minister Sickles and the
Spauish government. 'He thinks, kowerver, that the
policr adopted by our government is the correct
one, a6 the best way to got srouund the Spaniards {s
not to irritate them or arouse thelr hostility. 1t is
lisopinton that the leading men of Spaln are be-
ginning to ses that they cannot hold Cubs, and that
the best polley is to acoept the basiy of
settlement oJcrcd by General Blekies. The
Spanish gect n Cuban waters, the Admiral
8ays, 1s quite formidable and very aotive in
‘watching the cosst, Inaddition to the large war
8hips they have 3 punaber of light dranght vessels
that are constantly running around the fsland watch-
ing everyihing in the shape of & vesisl. 1a salling
upand down the coast Loe Admiral's flagskip was
frequently Sollowed by these vessels uatll they could
escertaln from his movements whero he was golng
eud who he was, The health of the squadron, the
Admiral reports, was severely tried, ana several of
the officers and men died of yellow fever. notwith-
standing the most strict sanitary regulations were
melntained on every ship,  The past scason haybeen
the most sickly that has peen experienced tn the
‘West Inales for many ycars, and the Spantsh troops
have suffered severely from this cause. To-morrQw
Admiral HoJ will bave an taterview with Secretary
Tish,

The Steamalip Cleopatra AN Right,
Havana, Sept. 10, 1883,
The steamship Cleopatra arrived below the guard-
£hip to-might.




