Cuba—Tle Time for Action by the Adminls.
tration.

Our European telegraphic nows giros us &

 repetition of the old story of another tripartite
arrangement or coalition of the Powers of
Europe to sccure the possession of Cuba to
Spaln. This time, It Is sald, that England,
France and Austris have taken some action
against the policy and views of the United
States with regard to Cuba, and that in reply
toa circular sent by Spain to the different
nations, relative to the communication of the
American Minlster at Madrid, these great
Powers have answered favorably to ‘the
rights of Spaln.” It has been said even that
they will form a coalition for sustalning Spaln |
in “‘her rights.” Al this comes, too, at the
time when General Prim has beea haring
interviews with the Emperor Napoleon.
Thea, as a supplement to this news, and ;
in a certala way fo give color of truth w‘
it, we are informed by a Madrid journal that
General Prim had sent from Paris a telegraphic \
despatch to the Spanish government declaring ‘
that he would not hositate at any sacrifice to
subdae the fnsurrection in Cuba. Then,
agalo, & portion of this news has been contra-
dicted,

Now, the question arises, what do all thess
reports and this agitation signify or portend?
Simply this, that the Cuhm question has

d an in Europe as
well ay In Ameﬂcl, that Spain is troubled
about it and looklng round for support, and
that it is fast culminating to a solation, It is
the nataral fermentation of fdeas and in-
terests on the subject on the eve of & crisls,
Some of these reports, doubtless, are canards,
or are manufactured from prejudice to the
United States or for political purposes, Still
there is at the botiom evident hostllity to the
mediation of the United States in Cuban affalrs
and to the proposed purchase of the Inde-
pendence of Caba through our government,
But this talk about a tripartite coalition is non-
sense. Nelther France«or England, and, least
of all, Austria, will go into any such Quixotic
enterprise. Whatever the feeling or wishes of
the Emperor Napoleon and the British govern.
ment may be with regard to the Cuban ques-

tlon, they will not risk any difficulty with the
United States about it,

It will be remembered that a tripartite treaty
of France, England and the United States to
secure the possession of Cuba to Spain was
proposed lo this country during the adminis-
tration of Mr. Buchanan, and that it was
promptly end properly rejected by the United
States. Times have changed greatly slnce
{bat period.  This mighty republic has devel-
oped s power and strength little dreamed of
before. Napoleon barned his fingers too pain-
fully In the imperial Mexican experiment to
venture again upon any active interference
in the affairs of America as in hostility to the
Amerlean policy of the United States, Eag-
1and bas too much at stake and ls too wiso to
interfere, and she knows well enough that her
interference would only arouse the Amarlcm
people and g t to more d
actionin {:vor of the indepeddence of Cuba.
As 1o the talk of endangering or weakening
our position on the “question of the
{ Alsbama clalms, that is s mere bug-




bear, We ate In no humy to seille

theso claims. We do not and shall
net admit that there Is any paralle] between
the actlon of the British government In recog-
nizing the belligerency of an Integral portlon
of thls republic and any action that we may
take in the case of a neighboring American
people fight!ng to throw off the despotla yoke
of a European Power. The time must come
when the opportunity will erise and we Bhall
have the power to settle the Alabama clalms
fn owr own way. This bugbear will
not deter the people and government of the
United Siates from gustaining Cuba and from
carrylng out & great and cherished Amerlcan
policy on this hemlsphere. But if we may
Jjudge from the tone of the leading press of
England no effort will be made to frustrate the
action of the American goverameat or to pre-
vent Cuba from becoming independent. As to
Austris, It {s sheer nonsense to speak about
her interforence. The rumored tripartite coa-
lition s a canard and an Impossibility,

Spaln mey bluster and be foollsh enough'to
send out to Cuba fron-clads and fresh troops,
but she {3 not 8o stupld as to think of war with
the United States should this country recog-
nize the independence of the Cubans, She
has enough to do at home, and no natlon
would lend her a helping hand, Not that wa
bave much confidence In the wisdom of Spaln;
for she foolishly fought to the bitter end and
ruined herself to no purpose in ber wars with
the South American colonies, and jt is possl-
blo she may do the same in the case of Quba.
Nor is this country under any obli-
gation to Bpain to forego ita policy
towards Cuba; for during our clvil war
she proved herselfl unfriendly in jolnlng
at first the coalition against Mexico
and repoblican Institutions and in her attempt
to subjugate San Domlingo, as well as in the
war upon the South American republics, We
have made a moat liberal offer to Spain for the
Independence of Cuba and wish to malntaln
friendly relations with her, but we owe her

nothiag—no iderations beyond th: d
should umdy only our own Interests, the cause
ofh and the p wad p

of republ}csn lnstllullona onall Ameri:an ter-
rilory. Peru has set us an example in recog-
nizing the Independence of Cabs, and this
great republic ehould not be slow In following
it. Indeed, it is a question If our government
ought not to have been frst and to have set an
example to the other Amerlcan republics. Bat
the time has come and events have 80 culmi-
nated on this Cuban question that the adminls-
tration will prove itself weak and lacking fore-
sight if it does not at once take decislve action
for the independencs of Cuba, The public
mind is ripe for it—the people expect it of the
government, Sooner or later the independence
of Cuba must come, and delsy oo the part of
the United States wlll only complicate the
question and lead to more bloodshed and de-
vastation on the island. Prolonged npegotia.
tions and red taps diplomacy can accomplish
nothing. Prompt and declsive action by Gen-
eral Grant's administration Is the only solation
of the difficulty.




