Tho Attltade of I'arties.

Judging only by the present attitude of
parties it might be supposed there was no dif-
ference of opinion among the American people,
but that we were all In harmony on every snb

jeciornalional thought, No strile appears be-
tween parties, no epposition of principles; but
party activity is all given to striving which
one may outdo the other by going to greater
length In the assertion of some common and
accepted view of public policy. Such deflnite
issue a5 we have Litherto had, in which one
grand division of the people said absolutely
yes, and the other a3 absolutely no, to some
proposition, does not exist. Here is the case
of Cuba before us. It is the present vital
topic and the only subject of national delibe-
ration that has arisen in the Iresidency of
Geoeral Grant, If we suppose the President
studying party utterance to know how on this
‘subject he may shun the advice of those de-
erIng the failure of his government and best
act fn saympathy with his supporters, we must
suppose him in a sore puzzle; for on one hand
are the democrats, who, comling together to eay
their biiterest thing about him, can ejaculate
no worse gall than that he delays the recoz-
nition of Cuba to take his holiday, and on the
other are the republican orators of the last
'session of Congress denounclag Spanish
‘domigion Jn  the island with fuent
energy, ani the whole republican
press that regards recognlllg 8 af regone
conclusion, and seep only to vun that tho
ggremgenl 4 5peh {i8 eyes on an Inevitaile
necessity. Oz thd Alabama claims thereis
the same agreement, No democratic orator
in bis extravagance agalast Eogland will state
our case more strongly than did the radical
Bumner, and the Fenlan democrats themselves
are not more positive for the rights of Aweri-
can citizens abroad than are the strongest re-
publicans fa the Senate and the House. Here
s even the radical doctrine of negro suffrage
tliat the democrats are taking to as if it were
(keir own invention.

How are we to explain this nullity of politi-
cnl ditferonce? Arewe 80 near to the standard
of nativnyl right as our century sees it? Have
we so purged our rocial system of evil that
thereIs no grand vice, no gigantic iniqulty,

fon or injustico for the destruction of
which the enthusiastic and, earnest will gather
on oneside with resolute will, and the Interested
assemble on the other for equally resolute de-
fence? For differences that are merely politi-
cal the people do not care. A subject to go
deep with them, to take hold of the very life,
must havein it an eppeal eimply to the good
or bad of buman nature, And a people hav-
ing such 1 Listory as ours and bred as our
people have been, with revolution In the very
fibre of the brain, sctlng less from tradition '
and precedent thas  from _philosophic
standards  of right, will stop at no
extremity in the plucking out an abuse
though protecied by all Jaw and con-
secrated In the prejudice of generations, Just
Ia proportion as a people bestir themeelves
with energy In vlew of great argument 8o are
they passive and {ndiferent{o amall disputes and
permit these to fall o professlonal mongers of
such ware. Inthis is the explanation of our
present position,  Slavery was an evilso great
that by oomparison with it wo secm to be




without & national injustice. Since the Revo-
lutlonary War all our political agitstion bas
had mors or less direct roference to slavery,
and In the last thirty yoars it was tho ono
topfo that was under everyiblag. Having a0~
pli 1be d Ton of that fnstl
the peoplo bavo dropped out of the political
arena and are nlready brooding an oaslaught
at somo ofher part of our system that, per-
Laps, i3 not yet rvecognized as an esil. OQur
grandfathers, be it remembered, were quite
satisfiod with the humanity of slavery, Mean-
while the platform-makers and orator puffs
have the ficld, and these merely follow one
anotber up and down the gamnt of political
dispute In appeal to popular faver.

OQur politieal contests will for some {ime
partake of this auctlonecring character of
higher and higher blds of auccessive party
leaders on the same subject, Ia England we
see Disraeli and Gladstone agreciag in the
necessity of reform. Disraeli takes Glad-
stone’s place by adopilag his polities and
Gladstone gets it again by promising more
than be had ventured upon before, only, per-
haps, to bo outbid by Disraeli in the future,
We are moving in the same line, In this
syatem there ia always the guaranlee of a
cerlain soclal progress, slace party leaders,
caring malnly for place and power, stand on
their good Lehavlar beforo the nation, and,
studying the wishes of the people, endeavor to
secure them, cven though they polnt toward
Lonesty in ofice, In the present agreement of
all parties on the main polats of our foreign
policy, as the recognition of Cuba, the status
of our citizens abroad and the Alabama
claims, those especially Intereated may see
that it is the oplaion of the shrewd ones of
Loth parties that nobody can go 8o far In the
assertion of our right on these polnts as to be
beyond the people, and this may warn those
who woull take sides against us on these
points that they would have to oppose the
American people &s a unit.




