Tho Spanish Gunboxzts.

The course taken by the government in re-
gard to the Spanish gunboats indicates plainly
@ spirit of faimess toward Spain that ought to
soften the asperity with which her agents here
might lly receive the of
the purpose of the administration. Spain and
Peru are quits* equal before us and have the
same claima in regard o our neutrality. Spain
was herself the first to appealto our laws to
prevent the salling of ships. Her war with
Peru, though in a practical state of abeyance,
made her especlally careful in regard to the
armed forces of that nation, and when certain
vessels were bought here for the Peruvian gov-
ernment the protest of the Spanish authorities
preveated thelr salllng, and they Snally did
not sall, except oa & sort of parol, our govern-
ment exacting & guarantee that they shonld
not bo used agalnst the power of Spain. Ex-
actly what our government then did, onthe
application of Spaln herself, It now does for
Pern. Although nominally the Spanish vessels
are selzed, they are, in fact, only under the
surveillance of tha Iaw, Thus thoss charged
with their ion are left b d.
and the buildlng and equipment of the ships '
g0 on. 5o that when the Spanlshk govern-
ment has given sufficlent evidence that these
vessels are not intended for use sgalnst any
Power with which we are at pesce, it will be
found that the action of our government has
not csused aday's loss of time. Our hope
for the interest of Cuba, however, Is thatin
the meantime the administration, putting itself
in full sympathy with the mational sentiment
on the subject, will see the propriety of recog-
pizing the rights of the Cubans,and then if
Spain gives guaraniees that compel the with-,
drawal of the protest entered by Peru the
Cuban government may take the place of Peru
and enter another protest, Spala would then
only have to lament the inconvenmienceto a
nation of having on its hands more thsn one
war at a time.




