Ouba and the Adminlstration.

Tho jnterchange’ of compliments betwoen:
General Sickles and Marshal Serrano on the |
ofclal presentation of tha credsatlals of the-
former as Mloister to Spain bave been re-
ported by telegraph, Save the commonplace
assursnces of continued good feellng and cor-
dial relstions notbing transpired during the
ceremony to predicate an opinion {n regard to
the of the Caban ! What
special instructions our Minister may be en-
trasted with and how he proposes to deal’
wilh'the important subjest remain among the
socrets of diplomacy to be revealed In the'
future. In the meastime any conslderation”
of the question leads one, {n defaunlt of other
information, to accept as a basisof settle-
raent the d policy of the adminl fon. |
This is to Induce Spain to sell Cuba tothe
Cubans, and the United States to become
guarautes for the.payment of the sum of money
agreed upon, This, as a matter of courss,
presames that the Cubans would Iike to pur-
chase. Considered o » humane polnt of view
this arrangement Is no doubt very desirable as
s effective means for puiting an end to the
revolting scenes of crime xnd carnage that
bave characterized, the war. We have pre-
viously expressed the opinion that such s
policy p the ad ges of practl
bility and might prove the best that could be
pursued under existing circumstances. The
progress of events, as developed In late ac-
counts from Cubs, justifies the bellef that the
revolution is growing in strength and will be
continued just so long as the Spaniards msy
se0 fit to attempt the subjugation of the
patriota, Indeed, thers seems to be abso-
lutely little or no chance for Spain to msin~
taln authority over the island; and ths uiti-
mate ipdependence of Cuba may be accepted
ay Inevitable by the authorities at Madrid,
since it is regarded as no very remote contin-
gency by the resident Spaniards on the *‘Ever

Faithful Isle.” Stubbora es Spain maybsto |
this sacrifice of national pride, and however
loath she may feel to surrender a possession
from which she has long derived an enormous
revenne, the utter hopelessness of the struggle
must become apparent Lo the government and
will donbtléss operate powerlully In influencing
a decision to sell for a handsome promise to
pay endorsed by the United States.

But supposing Spaln concludes to accept a
proposition to sell coming from our govern-
ment, there are other questions and conditions
whick it would be well for the admlnis-
tration of General Grant to consider. The
first and most important one is, do the
Cubans desire to make purchase of a country
to which they hopeero long, and with very
flattering prospects, to make good thelr
clalm to ownership by the force of arms?
After the sacrifices already made, the pro-
gress towardsa consummation of the end for
which they are struggling, and the assurances
of trlumph at no distant day, the patriots of
Cuba may reasonably conclude that the addi-
tional cost of blood and treasure necessary for
the completlon of ths work of independence
1s p le toa comp which
on Immense debt to Spaln and perhaps other
conditions equally embarrassing to the United
Btates, Whatever may be the relation of free
Cuba to our conntry—whether the Cubans are
striving for carly aunexation or not—we must
spprociste » sentiment which would prefer
that the election of such relation be voluntary
sud spontancous, unembarrazsed by outside
pressure or the obligations arising from
surety contract to this government.

We are not pmpued to state whether or not
the & if the reported policy
above mentioned be really true, took occasion
to consult the ageats of Cespedes In regard to
the proposed purchase; but it is quite proba-
ble, from the manner In which General Grant
and Cabinet have been treating the Caban
difficulty, and Inasmuch as nelther the bel-
ligerent rights nor the oficlal authorlty of the
representatives of the patriots have been
openly recognized, that they would not take
the tronble to ascertsin their wishes in regard
to any projected scheme, and are acting simply
upon their own responsibility. If euch: be
the case the guestion arises would it not be
as well to negotlate for the direct acquisition
of the Island by the United States? Prond
Spala would surcly feel less humiliated in
selling to us than to the Cubans; and as
Sthe Upited States now more than ever
appreciate the traditional amity of Spain, as

i d by new sy hies and a
participation in constitutional Iiberty,” what
would tend more to ‘‘increase the amity so
h:ppﬂyexkhng between the two peoples” than
s plying a national obligation to
the extent of 2. rcspectable number of millions,
relleving the Spanish government of the hope-

less Luk of nub]ugaﬂng lhe insurgents and
?

Another sub;ecl for the consldanﬁun of the
administration, in the event of the Cubans de-
sirlng to purchase and Spain consenting to sell,
way be found In the possible futurs annexation
of tbe island to the United Btates, and the
dition of that fon belng
zhe usumpﬁan of the debttoSpaln. Or, in
case of fnability or fallure to pay on the part
of Cuba, would not our government require
acesslon of the Island as indemnification for
purchaso money to be pald to Spain? Such
sre @ few of the questions suggested by
the “reported policy” of the administraticn.
Laolly, we submit, may It not be &s well to
cwx\t l.he result of tho revolution be(ore e!ther

h lvesor b
surety for nlhen? Our national debt Is qulla
{arge cnongh without increasing It by assuming
o promise to pay for that which ln due time
will come to as without money and without
price. .

Whatever be the result of the Instructions
given to General Sickles in regard to the action
of our government, it Is our duty Lo sos that
the coatest In Cuba, if continued, shall ba con-
ducted on more humane principles, and, abovs
all,*steps should be taken to protct the rights
of our titirens and prevest those outrageous
exocutions occurring {oo often without trial

The“'ountry demands ‘thé jearly recognitidn’
of the belligerent rights of the Oubans, and it
depends upon the sadministration whether the

revolation bs long or short.  Recogaition will:

atomexpsal;uhaend fallars t6 do so'will
only prolong the struggle and Impoverish the'
country without preventing tho consummation

of iba independence of Cuba.

and witbout crime on the part af the sufferers, ;



