Selzure of the Spaulsh Gunbomts=General
CGrant Comes Out with & Vigorous Ameris
can Policy,

Thirty gunboats, the praperty of the Spanish

‘ government, were selzed yesterday .by the

United States suthorities. Fifteon of these !

vessels were at Mystic, Conn,, and fifteen

here. They were in. different stages of con- |
struction, but some were neatly complete, and
at least one was to sall from this porfona
bellicose errand on  Thursday. It ia evident,
therefore, that if our government holds neu-
trality o be more than a name, and does not
concede to Spain the right to use our terri- |
tory 283 base of operations against her enc-
mies, its action in regard to these vessels could
not have been longer delayed with safety. |

For it would bave been Impossible In the

future to plead ignorancein regard to these

craft, since from Lhe laying their keels to the
present time it has been notorious that they

‘were war vessels, and it has been repeatedly

pubhshed that they were for Spaln, though

‘exactly what use she intended to make of

{bem wasnot so clear. Nations, Indeed, seldom

cxphln themeelves on such subjects, the more

especially when popular fancy is conveniently
ready to cover up a real purpose by assigning
one more obvious to the general thought, It
is noteworthy that thls selzure was made Ly
the direct order of the President to the United
States District Attorney here, and we under-
stand that the government is so sure of the
ground upon which it moves that thereis no
probobility whatever that the ships will be
bonded, or that by any means or contrivances
they will slip through the meshes of the law
and get nway at last. Thus, thanks to the
positive attitude of the Presldent, we shall not
stand before the world as lending our great
naval capabilities to crush our nelghbors in
the fnterest of a contemptible tyranoy beyond
the Atlantic. Here certainly we see the Pres!-

dent Jooming up as the representative of a

prime and grand Americanidea; for sympathy

with the peoples near usin thelr strugglesis
declared In ull our platforms, and even our

' metropolitan democrats are clamorous on this

: theme.

i But on what ground is the sefzure made?

Will §t not complicate our relations with Spain,

and is it not practically a concession of bels

ligerent xights to Cuba? Such are the queries
that naturally follow the fact. Practically
this action may lead to good results with re-
gardto Cuba; but In its origia and Jn its
legal aspect thisstep bas no relation to (be
contest waged by the Cuban people, It may
 be remembered that ber war with the Cubans
is pot {he only one that Spain bas on hec
hands fn {bis hemisphere, Her war with
Chile and Peru will long be remembered for
tbat barbarous fact in ts progress—the bom-
bardment of Vslparaiso—ia which Spaia sent
her naval forces on a wanton errand of destruc-
tlon that could accomplish no legitimate pur-
pose of war, She bas obstinately persisted in
keeplng that quatrel open. Altbough she could
not send armles ibither, though she could.
those South Amerl ao
bonoratle triumph, though she could io no




evenl do more lhan repoat tho barbarlty of
the former bombardmeat, sho bas refused to
mako peace, and no other reavon can e coa-
celved (han the freasured purpose to avengo
bereelf for her very impotonoy hy other acts
of Spanish brutality on that coast. Such is
the attilude between tho several allied South
Amerlcan States of tho Pacific on tho onme
hand, and Spaie on the other, and now these
allled Statos observo that Spaln s buildioga
cet of war ships o the yards of this country.
Thoy hear, o course, the conclusion to which
the poople jump—that theas are for uss in
Cuba; but their rogard for thelr own safety
requires them lo scan things more narrowly
nal ia view of thelr own experience of the
treackcrous indirectign with which the Spaniard
always moves toward his objact. In this posi-
tion of affairs the Peruvian Minister has Iaid be-
fore our government what reason he has to fear
thal the Spanish flect coastructing hero is for
use agalast his goverament and its allies; and
thus moved by a natlon with which we are at
peace the government, in the obscrvance of &
true neutralily, has no option but to take cfi-
clent action to prevent tho safling of the ships.

We cannot regret that the first effect of this
action i3 to establish a eort of moral equality
between Spain and Caba inour tribunals, Qur
law has restrainod the Gubans, and mow It re-
etralos Spain, Nor do we regret that a good
reazon thus appears for detaining ships that,
if the Peruvian Minister should happen to be
mistakon, might ba used with terrible
offoct against that Oght for freedom In
Cubs  with which overy man, woman
and child in the United Slates sympathizes;
for, while in obedience to our duty as neutrals,
we have embarrassed tho Cubans in their
efforts to use the United States as an arscnal
and a recruiting ground, we should have
scen with pain that their enemy was free to
nse all our resources agalust them. I, indeed,
it should finally appear that our government
has even stretched the point of good will
toward Pery, why that is an offence that the
natlon will forgive with o rousing three times
thres for (ke man who committed it. Sucha
step onca laken commits the government to
a policy of progress in all {is relations with
these our neighbors. It will put us before the |
world, whethier wo will or no, as the defenders
of these feeble ones, ani when it is once
felt  with what bhearty readiness the-
people accept that character, the government
must find in that fact the warm support of
popular will it may deer necessary for sach a
step as tho rocognition of Caban belligerency.
The President, by the act we chronicle to-day,
shiows to Spain that she cannot wage war in
this hemtsphere without our consent, and this
points directly towards the cnd the people
would force, the cessation of the butcheries in
Cuba,




