Geueral Graut and the Cubaa Qaestion—
The Political Prespect for 1573.

Political affairs at Washington arb at dead
low water. The tide has never been so low
there for half s century or more. For'some
time past the President, Vice Preaident, Con-
gress and the Cabloet, excepting Secretary
Rawlins, and he is an favalid, have been
oat of town. To-day, however, there will be
some eigns of animation observable, occa-
sloned by the Cabinet meeting; but as Presi-
dent Grant returns to Saratoga to-morraw,,
and as {t is probable the headsof depart-
ments will follow sult, the capital is likely to
resume {ts unprecedented dulness, ,Suck a
general clearing out of the xuvemment has
never been known before thissince the occupa-
tion of Washington by the British in 1814,

In all this, and especlally in *‘the never end-
ng but still begioning™ pleasure excursiods of
 General Grant, the democratic Jjournals and

\ politicians see the signs of aninglorions failure
of Grant's admini: fon and the breakd: g up
end dispersion of the party in power. Gen-
eral Grant, we are told, Is doing nothing on
any of the great questions of the day, becanse
be is alike ignorant and indifferent concerning
them and the consequences—that on the Cuban
questlon, for Instance, he has no policy and no
purpose but that of drifiing along and trusting
tdluck, Inregard to Cuba, however, we are
entirely satisGied that General Grant’s inactiv-
itylsnot the result of indifference. We are
eatisfied that he Is a close and earnest student,
of events, and that heis confident that before
long Cuba will be free; that events in the
island ana in Spain arerapidly tending towards
this solution, and that if the doubting
 Thomases will only yield to a little patience
they too will in a short tlme be convinced,
We are, in this connection, gratified with the
assurance that the Secretary of State is not op-
posad to the recognition of belligerent rights in
behalf of the Cubans, but is in full accord with
the sympathi ions and purp of
the l’rendenl. nnd that in dna season all
doubts and apprehensions will be scattered to
the winds touching the policy of the adminfs-
tration v fbe Cuban question.

But what does all this signify? We pre-
sume it signifies that before long we shall
have cither a satisfactory treaty with Spaln
or the ition of the 1
Cubansas a belligerent power, ~ Meantime il
is apparent from the enthusiastic receptions of
General Grant by the people at every point
where he appears before them that their con-
fidence in bim is unshaken ; that they fully be-
lieve in his capacity and purpose to carry out
the promises of his Inaugural; that they care
nothing for the growlings and whiniags of
dissppointed place-bunters in the division of
the spoils, and that on the Cauba question, the
Alabama claims, the Mexican question, recon-
struction, suffrage and the money question the
peoplo have full faith in General Grant, and
that if he is doing notbing, if the government
Is standing atill, it is because that just now
there is really nothing to do but to walt for
some further developments of events.

Hence it is atill too soon to attempt the
political horoscope for 1872, although, under
the present appearances of things, General
Grant mast inevitably b nominated and
elected for = second ferm. So far as he is
concerned the opposition party in the Sounth
has disappeared, and both parties swear by his
policy and his administration. In the North
there is no agitation in the republican
camp of the claiims of any candidate in
opposition to Grant, while to the Northern
democracy the city of New York, and
through the city, the State s all
that is really Ieft from the wreck of the Sey-
mour and Blair campaign. Thus the demo-
crnuc chiefs of this clty. the Tammaoy

d more p y than the old
Albany Regency~-hold the demomtic party of
the Union subject to their control. Accord-
ingly, they expect to name the democratic can-
didate for the succesalon ; and if not their first
choice their aecond choice will surely be the
man, , Their first choice is Hoffman, and their
second cholce may be Pendleton shonld the com~
ing Obio Octgber election give bim a freshgtart
in the West. Seymour is done for, Chase is
apparently used up, and Hancock, Hendricks,
Packer, Adams and the rest, appear to be all
in the background in having no fixed power to
bear upon Tammany Hall,

Bat what can Tammany Hall do under the
present diviaion of parties, North and South,
against General Grant as the republican candi-
date in 18722 Absolutely nothing. The first
thing 'l‘nmmnyiu called upon to do isnotto
trot out Hoffman, but to bring about a reunion
between the Northern and Southern demo-
cracy. To this end, if the mountain will not
come to Mahomgt Mnhnmet must o the moun-
tain, or p
of 1872 may be more pmﬂﬂess than that undzr
Seymour and Blair, which hardly paid ex-
penses.




