WASEINGTON.

'WASHINGTON, Juiy 8, 1882
The Iron-Clad to Relnforre our Gulf Squade
ron.

The Centaur i3 the name of the iron-clad de-
spatched to Saotiago de Cuba to inquire iuio all tae

the of Speek-
man, and, if necessary, to demaad prompt repara~
tion by the Spanish authorities. Several of the
heaviest iron-clads will soon be despatched 1o the
Cuban coast. The Dictator will be prepared In stx
or eight days to proceed thither, and the Seminole
Wil be ready to-morrow. Three of the vessels come
Pposiog the present squadron have been oblized to
leave Cuban waters owing to the prevalence of yel-
low fever on board. Within the next two weeks
twenty vessels will be avallable for pablic service in
that direction ang elsewhere.

Admiral Hofl,

Thoreis no reason to belleve that Admiral Hoft
‘will be relieved of the command of the squadron in
Cuban waters unless the request should come from
himself, as was ascertatned to-day atthe Narx De-
partment from an authentic source. The authorities
deny that they find any fanit with him on account of
hisoMcial conduct.




