. HILLARD FILLMORE. ,

ke Ex-Presideni’s Views of the Pollucal
Situaten.
BUFrALO, July 2, 1868

1 called to-aay upon Mr. Millarq lﬁl]mox :’x-Px&l
\dent of the United States, 30 ascertaln thay genue.
man's viewson the impertant public ‘ ‘questions nt
the time. I found him at his law offes in uom
strest—for ha still practises tn hus profession. 1 was
struck with the hittle change time haa (made in hIA
appesrance since I saw him fifteen years 8go, atd
When ho was the occupaat of the White House. His*
balrs whiter snd;a bttla shinner, but o has the
sawe erect and full rounded form, Smooth skin, with
scarcely & wrinkle, and all the appearance of well
preserved health. He sald he had nof varied n
weight more than ten pounds since he wag President,
and thought he might have been about that much
Neayfer when in the Presidential chair, [ found him
the same dignified, courtly and affable gentleman
for which he was always distinguished when in pnb-
e life.

‘When I banded my card and annoynced to him
the opject of my vieit he gaid he had retired from
Pubiic’life, desired the repose and quiet of a private
gentieman and did not wish o offer hig opinlons for
pablication, as his views and matives might be mus-
represented. He alluded to the misrepresentation
of his views by a radical paper in New Yorkmas-
serting tnat he was in favor of animperial govern-
muent for this country, and he¢ seemed to think he
could only escape such falsehoods about himself by
absolute sticnce and non-interference with public
affalrs. Not, he said, that he did not feel the deep.
est interest, in the welfare of the country or that he
had anyioing to conceal, Iedid not think the pab-
lication of s views would do any good and inight
bubject him°to misreprescatation and annoyance.
Me talked freely with me, however, for more than
an liour on great questions of public interest, but
added, when I rose to take my leave, “I beg of you
not to mention me 1n the papera.”

Atthe t of my with
Mr., Fillmore I tooX the Ilbem of arguing agatnst s
reticence with regard to the public. Imaintained
that it is frem men Jike himself, from men who have
filled the hughest positlons and who have had the
greatest experience 1 publlo atairs, that we should
look for wisdom, enlarged viewsand guldance. I
referred to the admirable custom In China, seml-

civilized o8 we are ln lhu habit of regarding the
Chinese, of paying great respect to the opinions and
evtn admonltions of rctu'ed gtalesmen. A man whio
ugh the grades of otficial rank
thorb 10, be o Thaadasin oF the highest class, an
lnen from old age or other cause renres. 19 sitll
looked np to ror counell on wcaaons.
Indeed, any e Ol ihese experien
may reprove the Emperor himself lor ml!-
conduct or un !ome-

times_does withstandi cs,

sacredness Wml wmch his lmperml Majul is 1n~

vested, The intelugence and ce of

tnxs clags of retired %ngn omclats consumle The ren
ed wlsdom Of the country, which both the pee-

p ual government lWl ‘0 ‘With respect and

vencmnau, partcuiarly when mes are out of

\y Tl
part to tms wnservanve feature In the \nsm\ltluns
gl the country. I allnded, act that in

dbyr

serve and In p!
rlth mmlt o the

courso 1o was o
though published 1n tha lea
tant country, would go back to Europe and be
sprc:ul over Germany and the Coniinent. In thos
the power and usetulness of the press
Blsmarcx showed the same grasp and comprenen-
slveness of mind which have marked nia public con-
duct throughout. In conclusion, 1 suggested to Mr.
Fillmore that his views would have more weight be-
use he has no polmca.l nsplral.-onx or party, and
that al apreindices Fight tmnting people
would uewe he desu'cd unly 10 8Crve bis country,
::au,;rm 7 should agroe with him {n opinion o

The frst sublect of mnn:rsatmn Introduced was
that ot General Grant s admmlstmtmn. Mr.
mea.us well and

1
finest opportunity of benetiting the country. -
ferred particularly to General Graot's position Im-
mediately after the lnanz\lmtlon with regard to the
Tenure of Ofiice act apd the dificulies which the
paoliticians in Congress raised aboutthe Cabinet. He
thinks that bad Grant been firm in requinng the
repeal of the Tenure of Omce actand tne conhrma-
tion of hls Cabinet as first formed the Senate would
bave ylelded; for Grant neld at that time tbe conl-
dence of the people and would hayve been sunponed
by them. Besides, Senators s well a8 members of
the House, wanted the aistribution of the omces and
the President n:m, in me power of numlnnnon, the

winning card. refused to make any ap-
poimtents, nnless thh aCt  Were repealm. tno
Senators would have been 50 impressed by his firm-
and 80 anxious (o ithe oftices for thewr

r the sake
of the omues, ane d ln face of Grant's nrmnzaa and
ropulmly, had he heen determined and unmoved.
t was 8 glorious opportuniiy to restore the equl-
iibrium, which had been destroyed by the usarpa.
tions of Congress, betwceen the difarent bradches of
the government. The ex-President regards that
fasue a8 involving the greatest con3equent
1saue the importance of which General urant failed
10 comprehend, and which may change forever tho
practical operation of the government, Looking at
of all public bodies to usnrp
the iepacity wml:h “;{ﬂm mey

c it whea once acquired, 1may
along time, if ever, before the opportunity occum
1o restore the former equilibrium between Congress,
the Executive andjudiciary. The danger 18 that
under the name of a representative and federative
republic the government may hecome an oligarchy
of politicians. When speaking of this Mr. Fulmore
took trom hus library Wesh! n's Farewell Adaress,
and read that pOrtion of it 1 Which the father of his
coun! polnted out the danger of (,onxreus absorb-
ing thoee powers of government which Tly be-
long to the Executive and judiciary, and 1 which he

o0st [0 have & propnenc knowlwge ot
‘Washingto:

.
should zcl this pront and apply 1 to the t of-
tlie deb hgsm the.burdens. o) txxanon. |

GI ne ao‘ﬂﬂ-u it |l|1l ﬂﬂ can- be rem an the i
nal banks p mense 1o and ag two- 1

:mm Of the members or(:ungress. Drobably, are m-
directly or indirectly, in thess bmmz

great nn.-m ia 83 the resulof excesalye im-

portations and the extrav: of the people,

‘which drains not only th! lpccw from the’country,-

Dut which causce 88 well out bo n&smblesemnm d
at quantitles

“m e thi) ﬁl keep Y.he penple of tne

Onited States 1a)

our
Em}‘n and cause grw to the’ goverament
1?: me,;';’,g 0 the depressed ennd.mon unc decline
of American ehtpping and shipping iutercsws Mr.,
Fillmore thinks lhu duties on lhlpnmldmz mumm
ald be ed zodifl

boring, and
) stone, !or me h-eﬂt of foreign c-npl
ever 8 com¢ ‘bonds qu

‘Thi8 Wi

Put on a good footing, were abls to
nuch ipcidentdl protection as zovemment necesslw
‘and convenlem. home markets wonm md
there ought no longer to be res
and o tax upon the wxmle oammunliy lor me beneﬂl
ol' Bfew. Emzl has modifled her policy in this

the part of

£, and swu-,amnnsnln toadapt
mensnmsm aun the varﬂng tances of the
ce Nr. Fiilmore, who was oncea pro-
mtlouut, nhW 1avors Ires trade.

On the qnesuun 01 Onba and the action of the gov-
(ment Full e 18 conservative. While ad-
mlmng' mn ihe mnmunn of things in Cuba and with
to the straggle there for independence 18 au-

Terent from. the Mibustering movesent du
mmmumitlou. ‘when he Bad to enforce the neutmm:
w3 against General Quitman and others, yet he
smys the aﬂmhﬂstrauvn o( General Grant has only one
course or duty to pursue, and that is to execate the
lws. We m&sympatmza with the Cnbﬂm nnd de-

acguistton of Cuba, buv a gre
snould act honorably iu pexlonnmg \t" obl uons
to friendly Pawcm. 'his und in_principle, un-
doubtedly, but ail great nations strata a point in
Bsuch cases ou :he side of their own interests or of
popular fc Ine , when important national
tércats ate lpolved, and particulanly wien. there
18 4 question of nattonal expansion or increase of
power. great Powers act upon the prnciple of
L

terest

“After nearly two hours® conversayon on these
topics, and findng 1bad occupted the time of me
ex-President up to his dimnner hour (two o’clock).
apologizea anad left. » Wnua 1 acknowledge his atl:
bllll] and courtesy to me percoaaly I musc conrese
that his anxiety to be n ease and to have no trouble
about public atfairs of in the discussion of them did
not lnox Dke eleva usm. To Wrap one’s self
upin re T t0 study only one’s own
t in the oase ol Mormer distinguished
ary, like timore, Savor of that

N

any who are still in public ltfe, seem to
the publication of thelr views or expreesions through
the press. Tis Is gelflsh, unpatriotic and a mistake,
Evcry man should do what he can for the good of

conmry, even though he may suffer annoyante

by it, ahd especially those who bave enjoyed the
hlllgl;l‘:ﬁ' nunors ox pnbuc ll(e, nnd wuuse expemnce
0W

mve
what the promlnent e of the commy think, Torn

these abnormal and revolutionary tinies we need
the wisdom that can be found.

seeme

the present state of thin; n sald 1t

mush 1cad o dcspotiem 10 s6e form or another, and
. l‘mmcrm rearl um this less
some e pmvmenlml l:lmum—

26066 tHe Pe0) peo) le aiould be &

apathy and see the dnngvr that msullansly mrenens

our repubtican institution:

1n gpeaking of the snm'aze the ex-President rald
the great mistake made by m: radicals, and geem-
ingly by the country, just now, Is that thiIswas a
natural right and not a polmcal Tight or privilege.
nenrﬁhunme' enm] en to m ultlgn‘a ’ﬂﬁ?{;
g negroes ely know their
hands from tne!rlen., &nd who can have no know-
ledge of what they vote for. unmx xlven the saf-
frage to thc negroes 1t cannot be refused to the mil-
lions uwpon millions of Cmnse who are commc to
thig country, and who or race to the
ne; 188 lennnn evll 1n the, ture to con-
ed W] s given,
We are rushing on In tnu way of political revamnon. i
and lnaeenu that it it run its cqurss to the
treme potut of ndltmm. 1t will be mnnmbe 1 \
tnis does nolcalminate in 8 sans to

X, whera revmullonxry
and radical equality was cameﬂ t0 8uch an extreme
that elections for office to a r 0 govern-
ment were done aw: th, and officers we
by lot from the whole community.

conrse the most ignorant became the rulers,

'who Know Row 1o use St he had hope that the
evils of extcndmz the summ tothetgnoraut masser
of other races would be corrected in a measure by
the progress of ed‘llmuuon, the prepouderance of the

race

Americap people.

Mr. Fillmore i3 ahard money man and thinks that
1t wonld be a great blesslm: 10 Teturn to specie
ments. He sees, howi eat dificuitles in tne
‘Way of reaching that ubjecz, nun the least of wl
wiil boxonnd !n t banks. He homa m
the old contrmlng the currency as
ouly meanl o caml.ng 10 8] ecxe paymen!.s, yel mnnu
1% possible this may be ul attained b;
Soprame Court of the Bnl:ea sm.as declnmg the
legal tender act nnconsmutlonnl and the cka
not a legal tender. dplnlnn 18 ih“ the Snprema
Court has staved off this delicate and the main issus
to prevent financial tronble tothe culmtry and

100g 88 We may hiave aght to bo unifc
freeubacesnonid bethe only currency, and that
10 glve the banks tho profits of a nation: exrc\‘l.lb
tlon—s gratuity of neaxr eighteon milliona in gold &
year to private corporations—isa yeckleas exirava«
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