TOE SPAISH GUYBOATS.

Four of the thirty gunboats mow belng cone
structed in thig country for the Spanish government
have been launched and are lying as the footof
Thirteenth street, North river, where they will
receive their boilers and machinery from the Dela-
mater Iron Works., These gunboals were cone
wracted for by tire government of Spain with the
Delamater firm soon after the commencement of the
revolution In Cuba, and are designed for coast and
river auty. The frlends of the Cuban patriots, who
have bad occastor to observe the extensive warlike
prepurations carried on by Spain in New York, are,
of course, very lndignant that circumstances snould
lead our government to give all manner
of atd and comfort to Spain, whie the
strugging _Cubans, who have the sympathy
of the whole American people, are demed
every ciass of assistance, and when tne revenue cut-
ters brought the captared Curan expedition down
Bastriver to Brooklyn Mavy Yard, 1t was not a littie
unpleasant for our officers to have thelr attention
cailed by their prisoners to the ship yards along the
-river wliere Spanish gunboats were being hurried to
completion for Cuban saters. The Cubans them-
selves feel very bitter about It, and while they fc-
hnowledge the strict legality of facllities to Spain
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terlal, they cannot perceive how it accords with the

sptrit of our politics which declares in favor of every
people strupgling for Liberty.

Mr. Cnarled Mallory, of Mystic, Conn., has a con-
tract with the Delamater Iron Works for buiideng
fifieen of the nulls; Mr. gmas Stack, of

I, 0o Duitd five, and

the essra.  Poillion, of Brooklyn, have a
contragt for ten, four of whicl ave, a8
above stated, left toe ship yard. It is expected that
one gunboat’ per week will neaceforth Le launched
from each of the ship yards unti the contraets are
executed. As mahy men as can advantageously
work together on the vessels are employed at each
yard, and the work Is being hastened with atl pos-
sible speed.

The vessels are gl of the same size and style, 103
feet long betweea perpendicniars, 22 feet beam, 8
feet deep, 170 tons register and 5 feet 8 inches
draught of water. They ade construcied of tae best
snip stuff, are handsome models, and are to have
powerlul engines, with twin screws. The bulwarks
are very low, and the decks are to be perfect!y clear
with the exception of the 1u0-pounder pivot gun on
the bow, a couple of owlizers, the masts and steer-
ing apparatus, so that when the boats recelve their
machinery, armament, coal, hien and sopplics, they
will lay 50 low in the waler as to piesent véry
nittle more surface to an enemy than one of the New
York tugs. The quarters for the captatn and officers
will necessarily be rather contracted, but a3 special
attentibn will be g1vén to econgmy 6f space in this
depatment, the arrang€Tent of the quarters will be
better than in many gunboats of larger size, The
quarters for the men are still more hmited and must
prove very inconvenient. The space between decks
1S small, and a3 all the room that can be spaied from
the ofiicers and men has been taken for machisery
and coatbunkers, the ammunition. suppiies, &c.,
will e kept in jockers occupying the nooks and
corners that ¢cannot be better appropriated. It has
not yet been decided who will do tne joinerad Work
nor to whom the rigging contract will begiven. The
joiners® work on one of tue boats i3 belng done and
Wwill be completed by the day, but as 5000 as possl-
ble this work on the other vessels will be given out
by contraet. .

The englnes are bullt atthe Délznyater Iron Works,
‘Twenty-tive are nearly ready for the boats and one
13 now gomg in, They are constructcd om Mr.
Ericsson’s plan for twin screws and are expected to
propel the vessels at the rate of from elcven to
Tweive knots an hour, Their sating quatities are to

- be first class, and with their large schooner rig and
powerful machinery it is belteved that they will
make formidable cralsers, The vessels wili aul be
launched by the middie of September, and by the
1st of January they will have their machinery and
rigging and be ready for service. The fifth of these
boats will be launched on Saturday from the ship

ard of Messrs. Polllon, Brooklyn, 2nd arradgements
are being made to also launeh oné at Greeapoiat aud
another at Mystic, Conn., on the game day.




