Report of an Eys Witness of the Expedition
Sent by Colonel Ampadia to Destroy the
Rebel Factory of War Materials and En-
campments of Nagua.

MANZANILLO, July 4, 1503,
Generp! Valmaseda having iearned that the rebels
were strongly lutrenched in the Slérras, seat fof

Ampudia to coms to Bayamo, and fioa Iy confided

the enterprise of destroying their camps to Ampa-

dla and the contra-gueriilas.
The aitack was 1o be combinedly conszmmated by
three columns—ons composed of the Awpudia

Guides, the volunteers of Campectuela and Bicana

With the contra-guerillas, a few troops of the Corona

and Cuba companies, and the volunteer artillery of

Manzanillo, all of Which were to aitack from Cerro

Petado, skirting all the hilis ap to the esemy’s en-

campmenss; another, composed of 300 troops of the

San Quintin Chasseurs, wno were 0 altack fromx

Zarzil, also proceeding’ as Ifar a3 Nagua;

and the other, composed of the youn-

teers of Barrancas and a force of 100 mo-
bilized troops from Havana, waich, starting from

Yaguabo, were to ascend 1o tae Slerra oa the same

Toute as the rest; the twolast crmns under the

command of Lieutenant Colonel Lopez Campitlo aod

Colonel Heredla, of the Santa Domingo reserves, and

the united forces nnder the commaad of Colonel Am-

pudla, The general attack was to be made on the

26th ult, at s1x Au M.

Ampudia, haviag returaed from

With Heredia and Camptilo tn mexf gﬂ”ﬁ:&m

Ampudia left Manzanillo on the 25th tor Jibacoa, onr

camp of operations on the skirts of the Sterra. Ar-

riving there, found the guides and the votunteers
comlng in small parties, aad {2 te evening the in-
itiating column was rezdy. The camy fn Jinacox
as strategically situated on the nver’s margin, and

the position important. The column feitatose 1

the might, preceded by a bail. In the marcn tha

Blanzaniilo column bad to wade throuzh raws aud
muu, and arrived at Cerro Pelado atsix A. M. We
learned tuas to arnve al the Nagoa camp ten rivers
had to be traversed, and that the chiefs Modesto
Dtaz, Marcano, Massot aud. others coutemplated
defending their last intrenchments. The conira-
guerilias “salifed tu_reconnoitre on the arst mer
pass, called Paso Mao, but 00 en¢
mmed. The column commenced moving by anotior
amed Jesus Maria. while the contra-zusruias
tuuk mel’nso Malo, 10 enciose the enemy vy iae
flank shou d he appear. The troops n.nl 10 carry
their cartridge boXes over head, Owing (o the swed
of the river; the artulery had toconvey their ear-
Tiage ana munition boxcs on their snowiders, thoagk
forianately we I One cannul wilh us.
colomn p:med the nrs; Tiver !mss: deep, and after-
‘wards had to gscend 'a stapendoud hill, wnile tae
contra-guerillas, under x..ememu m and Llizaga,
wer? keepingz up a cot fire on ke laireackmens of
1Ly

they reached the muencnmenl llmn‘uneously Wit
ine contra-guenlla, found three ded and kitted
1wo more, capmnng !cv:ml arms, Toe rest
of the columns crosed this second [as8
under great fatigne and nder a continuo.s dre, Siul
we reached ihe third pass, caded Rondoz. Here
the enemy made 8 formidab.e resis ance. a3 fore-
Been by Ampudia, but to a0 avall. ‘Ihe rebeis wers
posinoned vehind an intreaciment of elanty meters”
‘extent and commenced firing with impunity at our

guides, who valiintly threw themselves to ike
swelling and raptd currem, full of £0.g9, u0d we
had a bard strugile to get over. Commanaant Rae

fael Jerez had just been mnna 1y shot and one of

the guides was drowned, whiie the encmy Xept
pouring dowa mis fire at & distaace of siX y paces.
‘Two arullery shots well auned by Lleu!e.um Bro-
ton favored the guides, and shor:lv afier thetr €ap-
tain aod two ensizns rushed forward w.ta "rmt
};spaﬁa Y having xord:d tae river, at which mo neat
Lieuteaint Rivs and tIree IQOTE COUtra-gueris
were sl-vn'ly wounded. The enemy's intrenca-
ment was iostantly covered. He nad auotner,
fronting the one just takeu, at the nelrut of o amall
woud, Lut one impetzous cmuge was3 enough to tako
that 2130. s losses must ¢ been 1m.cense, a3
toe streams of blood anuweﬂ ‘hat oar fres Lad bien
weil aimed. and a Jarge quanity of arms were c)p—
tored. This formidabie tuirenc.uient was
fended by 300 rebels under Diaz. It was their lh.ap
Koff—theur Sepastopol.

‘Ihe moveiment wa3 then cootinucd, ever ascend-
ing hulis aod crosstng nivers. Colonel'Frosmetawas
thrice at tne buitom of the river, and Ensign
Calmary five times. The mu.e3 were often assisted
by lhe artiilerists to ascend wiik thelr heavyioalds;

all stdes shere were precipices and we were sur-
rounded with oostac.es. Under smau aneya Irom
tue enemy the columa movm ontid it reiched the
camp of Lower Mazuas, which we wox Teinoat o
siatance, with every ev.dcnce o d'sorderly depar-
ture on the part of the enewy. 1he contra-gaerillas
of itios proceeded to occupy the camp of Lpper
XNagu: also taken without any opposition. len
Iminutes after tAKIDG PO-SEII00 GP came the colums
wnder Campilo, and how they accowp.ished Is u
aumost incredible, walle they (the San yuintin regu.
1ars) had oply had three kLied, and must bave gone
avout hike goats; of course taey had to dismouat
toerr mountain pieee.

e
aud hungry, were taken In charge br our men, woo
tmmediately gave tbem thelt ratior
Amptdia baving learned Lhat uxu enemy had am
exteusu’e factory of arms on an elevated hill, a com-
pan; ars under Captain Gonzaio wad sent o
amwk. We nw;o ford ten river passes, submerged.
to tue neck, belore we rmn:d tue carbonem o,
alter crossing the Hedfondo pass, near Corral Are
royon. Theene.ny s.uulned tnag n every pass,
but lo valn. Finally wearnved ala ban-acon. uxly
yards l0og by tweive mda. waere we found the
lowiug:—Iwo large forges xor m.\xmx (nns. ﬂn
carpeuters” boxes, cowplete and
gorted; & laboratory Ior mummmnz mm-
powder, contatmunyg a um of pulvenzed
coal; three tos of acid. eigat ing
ol sulphm'. acveral tn3 of dm’erem BpITlA, &
quanusy Of nlire, nitra.e of potasi. a ton of buraed
coal prepared, 2u9 lances, 197 muskets, two re-
vmvzrs. elght saores, one barrel WHD cop] r cnb-
ting caps, four cual seives, Ové auvhs,
lus!mmeme for manufaciuring ECrews, &c.; mm
stee! models for moulding. a chemicai laboraivry
contamning a complete compiement. The leadt found
exceeded a too. for lnesu.we of three hours tae
force of Gonzaio did nothing else but burn, destroy
and hart tn.o the nver all what c>uld not be cupve-
niently carried away. Accorslag to docnmem.uy
evuence the exisience of IS laciory dates betors
the commencement of the INSULTectl
The foowing day at ten A. M. tae cclumu of Am-
uala and Canpilio commenced tneir march, alung
Wi the 157 Women aud chilurex under their protec-

0.
The municipa ity has named o commitiee to atiend
a mm be.ng performed for the soul of the brave

n Carlos Segrera, the ymxc snrveyor, I3 _max-
1ng a eketch of the ground where L iack aond
capture of the Na5ua Lok p.ace.



