England keeplnn a Sharp Lookout, ‘

We perceive from some comments of the
English press on the reported departure from
this port of a Cuban filibustering expedition or
two that John Bull is keeping a sharp eye on
American neutrality. The London Star, for
instance, says of this country that ‘‘her
neutrality laws must be thoroughly and effect-
ively enforced or she will lose the hold she has
gained .on public opinion, which insures the
fair consideration of the Alabama clalms.”
Is it there yo are? “But, gain: “The de-
partare of eight hundred mean from New York
harbor,” we are told; ‘‘appeara to be an infrac-
tion of nentrality just as flagrant as the escape
of the Alabama, and which could have been
more easily prevented.” This is, indeed, beg-
ging the question. But it will not do. The
activity of the government in enforcing
neutrality in reference ta Cuba is and has
been that of extraordinary zeal in behalf of
Spain. Mr. Fish is quite as camest and vigi-
lant jn this business as was Mr, Seward I
arrestiag and breakmg up the Fenian move-
ments for the invasion of Canada, and evi-
dently for the same object of avoiding a
charge of British neutrality.
" Th® aimple truth is hat if our government
still withholds the recognition of belligerent
rights. from the Cubans it i3 because it does
not wish {o epoil those. Alabama claims by
‘folluwmg England’s tempting examp[e. Mr.
 Fish no doubt expects to get Caba in some
other way; for othefwise hie wogld not be so’
‘careful In avoiding the opeaing of any loop-
' hole of escape to. Eogland on those Alabama
claims, The British goverament may depend
upon it that if the administration at Washing-
ton contemplajes the purchage of Caba it also
-calculates upon making England, on those
Alabama depredations, foot the bill. Other-
 wise there'would be meither sénse nor purpose
in the presont Yigid noutrality policy of General
Grant.
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