WASHING TON.

e — e

]

The Destination of the Quaker ity
Said to be Hayti.

Serretary Fish Teclines ‘o In-
lerfere in Her Caso. .

PLAN ALK TO THE SPANISH MINISTER,

Strwng Sympathy of the Ad-
ministration for Cuba.

M'MAHOR AT ASUNCION.

.Gmeral Beauregard ss a Satirieal
Letier Writer,

‘WASTIINGTON, May 27, 1869,
‘ The Quaker City Affair=—The Vessel Destined
for Hayti—-Ncutrality Laws 10 be Strictly
picy Letter from 'y Fish
on Cuban Martters.

The despateh which I sent you last mnight concern-
ing the demand made by Mioister Thornton for the
release of the Quaker CIty, on the ground that i is
the property of & Bratish subject and not intended
for fiibustering parposes, proves o be stricly cor-
rect. Nr.¥hornion Lzl an mterview on Tuesday
1ast with Secretary Fish, daring which he assured
thelauer that be had information from the Britisn
©onaul 1 New York city that satised him the
Quaker Cuty was really the property of a British sub-
Jeet; that 1t was engaged in legitimate commer-
@12t basiness, cuiried no contraband $oods, and was
destmad for Kipgston, Jamalcd.  Mr. Fisn told
ir. Thornton a1 he had o oficial junsdiction over
the vessel, a3 1t Was 1t the custody of Collector
wrmnel) aa oflicer of the United States Treasury;
Dot ttat nevertacless he woald wrnite to Secretary
Boutwell and recomumend that the vessel be allowed

10 depart on giving bonds that she was engaged In
legirnate business. Tals promise was falfilled by
Mr. Tash; and, in fact, Secretary Boutwell had pre-
‘parediastractions for Collector Grinoell, directing
the latter 1o alicw the vessel 10 depart upon giving
tle Becessary bouds, bus was prevented from send.
g taese Instructions by the receipt of a letter from
secretary Fiah annouscing that the Quaker City had
been libelled on the complaint of the Spanmish Con-
sul, and recommending that under the circum-
stances 1t womld be better pow fo leave
the settlement of the Whole subject to the
courts. In ts connectlon it may be stated that
there is very good reason to believe that the re-
presentations of htster Thoraton, 10 the effect that
the Quaker City 18 not intended for Cuba, arestrictly
wrue. 1 baveit from good authority, that the real
destimation of the vessel is Haytl, where 1tis tobe
.used 1 some way eitber for or agaiust Salpave.
People here who are well posted as to Caban move-
ments, declere that the Spanish anthorittes are on
the wrong track altogether, 2s regards the Quaker
City, and state that the Cuban agents in this country
know zothing whatever about the vessel. Under
1be cireumstances, therefore, the law will be allowed
to 1ake its course as regards the vessel The
Government 13 inchmed to the belief that
Mr. Thornton's representations are trustworthy,
bot doubts its autnority to interfere in the
matter, pow that it Nas come under the juns-
dictron of the District Court.  Even were it certaln
of 1ts absolute Tight to order a suspension of all
farther proceedings, it wonld not feel disposed to
exercise that anthority now. Such an act might be
. consteged tnto 3 refusal to alloW the nentrallty 1aws
10 be enforced, and our government desires to take
1o step that would expose 1t with good grounds to
such a charge. Through Secretary Fish, President
Grant has not besitated to inform the'Epanish Min-
. ister tiat while our government and people sympa-
thize With tbe Cubans and would rejoice to see them
actueve their imdependence, stil while the neatral
ity laws remaln unrepesled they will do
no act In violation thereof, I am informed
1hat some Ume ago Seiior Roberts requested
seeretary Fish to take some stand that would indi-
cate more publicly that the United States govern-
ment dxd not favor the Cuban revolution. Secretary
Fish s2id be coald not do anything of the kind; that
he intended to do what might be fairly asked in exe-
cation of our neutralicy 1aws, but that at the same
time be wanted 18 o be understood that he himself,
the Premdent and the American people not only
.strongly Eympathized with the Cubans and would
<behold their trumph with favor, but tbat they also
lioped to-see the day when every lach of the Amerl-
can continent would enfoy the blessings of republt-
can government. Thcse_ sentiments, I have reason
20 huow, were subsequently communicated to Sefior
Roberts in writing, ard in langoage quite as em-
phatic 23 that used In conversation. When the whole
correspondence on this sabject comes to be publishea,
Lbelieve it will show that Mr. Fish’s real views have
Deen mustepresented, and that so far from being
anti-American, they have been shightly ahead of the
Morroe doctrine.
Despatches from Admiral Hofl.

The XNavy Departmeat is to-day in receipt of

deepatehes from Admiral Hof to the 18th inst.
« They gve no Intelligence whatever concermng the
progress of the insurrection 1n Caba, and merely re-

¢ Jale to matters of ordinary officiai routine,



