Report from Rear Admiral llof=The Selzure
of the Mary Lewell=American Cliizens In
the of the

WASIINGTON, April 7, 1869,
Despatehes from Rear Admiral lloff, commanding
" the North Atlantic squadron, dsted [avana, March

31, have been received at the Navy Department. In

‘pursuance of wstractions he was about taking steps

to investizate the case of the American brig Mary

Lowell, seized in Britiah waters, when he under-

8tood from the Englith Consul General that the mat-

ter wos in the hands of the Dritish anthorities. The
' Cnglish Consnl General bad received in reply to his
demand forthe return of the vessel 8 note stating
thatthe case wasin the Spanish Admiralty Coure,
apd as 800D 88 the decision was made known he
v\ould be lnrorm of it
miral 1iof forwards to the department a list of
Amerxcm cmzcns. some with their families, Who arp
1n th r and for whom he had asred a safe
Conduct to3 \nem.ux rongh the Spansh lines, The
Captain General of Cuba pmmm ly complied with
the request and jssued the necessary orders, The
‘want of vessels prevented Admiral Hof from afford.
ing transportation to these people to ilavana, [rom
‘which point tney could casily reach the
States. nowever, they could find their vny m

spmn.rdl e hopec 10 be able to relleve them &t an
carly day,

Mr, Codnnmon. Consul at Gibara, on the porthern
«coast of Cuba, who had been arrested on snzxslclon of
consptring nguum tha governmem., had ‘been re-
leased at the [ Admiral Do and the Vice

ann.
Admiral Hoff, In a despatch dated tho 1st inst.,
reports the dlmlmuon Ol his vessels 28 followa:—
The Contoocook (0agship) was at Havana; the Nar.
raganset was at Key West: the l'ennbsouz wasal |
Trinidad, the south ide of Cuba; the Nipsic was at |

&ca, on the Way from Asplawsll 10 reneve the Pe.
nopecot; the Yantic was crmeing in llaytien waters;
me Getiysburg was at Aeninwall, having relieveq

tle Nipsic on Lue 24th of March,




