Bpaln and OubawOur National Daty to
Ounrselves.

What Is to be the attitude of the United
Statos with referencs to Cuba and Spaln?
This is a queation not only of vital interest to
North Amerlca, but to the vrholu of South
Amnerica, E and
enter largely !nto our lnllonsl vlen of the
sobject. Much of the future progress of
fiteen republics and the fate of ono empire
bang upoa the wisdom of our action. Yhatls
Caba? Ttls a great natural fortification, nn-
equalled as a baso of operations for European
Powers against any country in the New,World.
It s not only self-supporting, but so rich that
it glves thirty-three milllon dollars of revenue
to the decrepit monarchy that domineers it.
From this military and naval base have been |
launched nearly all the oxpeditions which
havo struck at tho malaland since Hernan
Cortez invaded Mexico in 1519. From'
1810 to 1829 it served for the com-
plete desolation of every Spanish-Amer-
fcan counlry on the Continent. Havana
was the rendezvous for the English, French
a0d Spanish expedition against Mexico during
our civil war. Agaln it became at once the
purse and tho stronzhold of the Spanish flect
under Admiral Nunez for tho desolation of
the' Pacifio coast of South America and the
late barbaric bombardwent of Valparaiso.

Wero tho movement of the world eastward
instoad of westward how long would Earopo
permit us to hold a fortified sland {n the Eag-
lish Channel or a point like Glbraltar at the
eatrance of the Mediterranoan? Aund yet this
is an Inferlor comparison to what Cuba is
to this Continont; Inferior even to what Csba
is with reference fo our own Atlantic coast
and our Mississippl valley.

No national or international laws can bo laid
down fo covor questlons which are born of
progress and the (imes. National expedi-
ency bocomes the irresistible lever forcing
national action. It is so In the history
of our great mother England, and, were
there space, we mizht make a tour around
the world and poiat oat numerous illustra-
tions of territory seized and held by her In
epite of treatics, Inthe history of matlons
honor and force are synonymous; for force Is
the result of great progress; great progress Is
honor. If a natlon, progressing beyond its
fellows, finds lhel! cramped and threatened
by one of dencies, it b not
only' expedient but right to eweep away tho
obstacle, be it a fortification, an island, or
both, It is this which not oaly our pro-
gross but that of the Coatinent calls upon'us
to do with reference to Cubs as held by Spain.
It Is upon this broad groand wo would an-
nounce to Spain that she can no longer
cover our coast with her guns. We woald
not makoe war under a petty sobter-
fuge, for the game at which we shoot flies
higher, We are groat enough and siroag~
coough to frankly acknowledze our necessitics.
Lot us not digzrace oursalves by descending
to the European method of coveriaz up a great
national objective point under the smoke of a
pistol ahot, the eeizure of a vessel, or tho coa~
fiscatlon of a contrabaad carzo of war male-
rial. All those should be seconlary, not pri-
mary, causes of war in the Cuban questioa.
As secondary causss they are powerful. The
selzure of two man from the dock of an Amer-
ican vessel, tho Lizzie Majors, waile on lhe
high seas, Is a parallel case with that of our
Trent dificulty with Eagland. It is a safficlent
oause of war if Spala refuses reparatlon and
apology, Butia declariny war wo would nn-
nounco tho higher reason wo have men-
tioned.

How wcll Cuba may serve fo make war
against us is best shown by the constant war-
faro indireclly waged upoa us from Havana
after tho Spanish conceaslon of bollizerent
rights to the *Confederato” rebsls, Can
Secrctary Fish be o pucrils as to now
wake & proposition to the coualry to pur-
chaso Cuba, when shot and shell were
rained upon us from that fortification
for four years? Who would lower his
national dizaity by payinz hard cash for a
four years' fnsalt? *‘Negotlate with Spaln for
Cubal” Whero I3 Presideat or Calinet that
darcs proposs it? How long siacs our psoplo
began to swallow lasults and pay for the
privileze? Mr. Fish thinks that “It will be
moro oconomical” to buy instead of (o make
war for the acquisition of the island; that
“war with Spain, couplel with Enzland and
France, would lovolve us in vast oatlays
sad require new and great sacrifices from
our people, who already suffr quite onough.”
“Econoray” at the oxpenia of national degra-
datlon! hat splendid steff this Premier is
wmade of that he hints at such a thing, Isthis
tho material of whioh oar new Cablnot is com-
posod? Doubtless tho large flaet now coa-
centratiag In Cuban waters is for the purpose
of protecliag the island for Spaln until the

sgotiations for its purchaso may b ludoed
In the now pending questloa of@®hs Ala-
bama clhims with Enzland we .adviso our
British rivals to take the hint that tho great
republic has already become 8o decropit that
“economy™ s tho keynoto of national action.
Wo nre cven ready to pay for tho favor done
45 us by the English pirates, and any order
drawan ipon us by Eagland will bo honored at
sight.

Now is the moment for the enunclation of a
national polioy, The Unlted States in 1860
were an uncemented chaos of localisms, Qur
war set the particles In motion and liko gravi-
tated towards like all over the country, Whea
Richmond foll we found ourselves, for tho first
time, a natlon, The work has heretofore been
almost entirely Internal, Wo have Ignored
exiernal issués and continental questions,
We bave been absolutely without a forcign
policys and in the lack of this wo have
caused tho oountrles to the wmouth of
us ber] lati _with  mttcodant
misfortanes to thom and to onrselves,
We are bold, therefore, to advocate that the
time has coms for us ¢o look beyoad our own
froatlera, The Caban question i3 of ths firat
importance to the whole Continent. Others
Gxus! quickly follow ln its train; for up to this

me everything has bosn Iznored. He who
has not travelled to the soathward has .but
little idea how the Spanish American ropublics
hang upon our molions. When wo grasp Cuba
wo shall sond them twenty years ahead in the
orbit of repablicanism. Wo ourselvos shall
then ba doubly compact, and our power for

and  defasaive war bLe infinitel,

Increased




