WASHINGTON.

THE POLICY TOWARDS CUBA.

An TIron-Clad Fleet to Enforce Secre-
tary Fisk’s Demanid.

Why General Sickles Lost the

Mission to Madrid.

i

The Senate Dissatisfied with the
Foreign Appointments.

WasowatoN, Apnl 19, 1869,
T!w Cuban Questlon—Tho Probabilitles of o
War with Spaln,

There continues to be grea: discussion here re-
garding the romored hostlls Intentions of the ad-
ministration towards Spaln, growing out of the
Cuban revolt. Itisthe geners! impreasion, backed
up by semt-omcial statements, that war i3 almost
certain tobe the end of the late outrages by “the
§) The reported demand for the release
of the Mary Lowell and of the passengers taken
from the Lizzie Majors furnshes matertal
enongh for all the gossips and of course there Is no
end of the stories that are floating abent. A cir-
cumstance of some stgnificance 13 that a fleet of
iron-clads 13 being fitted out in warlike fashlon by
omero!  Secretary Bore, and ad Cuba seems to be

pataralt it 1snot to be a
lhat.mma considerable excltement should be occa-
sloned. The $wo things placed side by slde—Fish's
demand and Borie's warlike preparations—leave
no doobt that the laiter are intended to back
up the former In a way that will tell

Flab, but what {t was before ho made up bis mixd to
deal with the questlon tn accordance with the popa- |
lar wish., That Sanford would be a more sklifal
person to manipulate a Gelicate negottatlom $han
Stckles 13 not conceded in well informed clrcles
here. Sanford i3 generally known here under the

of tho ¢'sewing dy L,” from
tho fact that hie 13 largely interested Lx contracts for
the manufacture orsale of that very usefal inven-
tlon, which has superseded almost entirely manuat
stitching. He 3 not credited with any largeness of
Intellectual power, and as a diplomat I8
only 83 8
dispenser of good dinners which captivated
the gastronomics of forelgmers.  This 13
betleved to be a capital way to overcome aldermen
Or members of Congress ; but to gains greatpolntin
diplomatia atrategy it is not regarded as precisely
the thinz. People say here thal it Was not very suce
cesafulln the matter of the Alabama clalms, and
that though 1t 6vercome old Reverdy 1t had not the
slightest edect upon the American eagle.

The Colored DMinisters.

J. R. Clay, of New Orleans (colored), wasnomi-
nated to the Liberian misslon by Senator Ketlogg,
of that State; but Mr. Clay haviag declined, Senator
Kellogg then secured the nomination of F. E. Dumas
(colored) for that posttion.

Perry Faller’s Correspondznce with Ewlng.

It13sald theraare two letters in the Perry Fuller-
Ewing correspondence, relattve to the New Orleans
Custom Hous9, and the plansto defragd the revenue,
‘which are evea more splcy than the one already
published, For dome reason thess letters have been
suppressed by both parties to the lawsuit now pend-
ing; hut it 13 s3serted they will have o ba brought
out beforo the case 3 cloged.

Assay of North Carolina Ores.

The Director of the MInt, during a recent visit to
Charlotte, N.C., obtained specimens of ores from
different mines ta that vicinity, which were assayed
atthe Mt In Phlladeiphia with the following re-
saltgc—

No. l—Gnla. $18 50 per ton; No. 2—390 50 per tn,

$1130 per t0a; No, 3—Gold, 313, sitver, $3
Der to; n-N'o. w 14, $20'50, SLlver, $4 50 por ton; No.
$aper

s—Gold,
quickly and eflectually shounld Spain refuse to Personal.
comply with mu requirements of our government. James I. Christie yesterday received a promotion
A "The fDIodest | to Assitant of the Senate.
Patriots. b I

Tho Senators will adjourn probably on Wednes-

day, acd wiil leare forthetr homes In anything but -

good humor.

among them about the general distribution of the

‘patronage; but more espectally about the loreign

appointments, jnﬂgmg from the remarks of indt

vidual Senatora. If the public could on!y put its
ear to the keyhole of the Senate’s doors while In
executive sesslon, it would hear s growl boding no
good to more than one head of department. All the
sccretaries come In for abuse from the Seaators,
not excepting even the politc Doutwell, or the diplo-
matic Fish. The former i3 blamed probably
because he hay seen fit to turn out of
ofMce a number of female employés, particular
Iriends of Senators and members, and the latter 13
denounced because out of the limited number of
appointinents at his disposal he could cot accommo-
date everybody who sought a diplomatic or consalar
ofce. Nearly the entire batch of consular appoint-
ments has been sent In and the committee hag re-
ported favorably upon acomparatively small num-
ber, becaase they have not been ablz to ascertala

‘wiere they come from or who taey are, much less

to arrive at any correct conclusion as to thetr fitness

orunfituess for their posiitons. In order to expe-
dle matters, the committee has parcelled the work
out after the following fashion:—Mr. Chandler, the

of the all tha nom!-
nations, from the Western States; Mr. Corbtt, of

Oregon, does the same thing for the candidates from

the Pacific coast; Measrs. Kellogg, of Loutsians, and

Spencer, of Alabama, have charge of the appoint-

ments from the Sonthern States; Mr, Conkling

looks after the Middte States, and Mr, Buckingham,
of Oonnecticut, hunts up the records of the New

Esglaoders. Evers man I3, of course, supposed to

know ail sbout his own section, or if his informa-

tlon does pot extend beyond the lLmits of hisown

Stats hé can, and almost invariably does, Inqalre of

the Sendtors from Whose Siats the nominee balls.

Think of fi¢ amazement of some members of the

commitice, Cwho, after turning over n thewr

minds for, hours the name of some candl-
date, end. wondering who he might be, goes to
the Benator who represents the State, and asks,

“Who 13 John Smith or Tom Jonest'? as the case may

be, to meet With the curt reply, “Don’t know, slr;

never heard of him.” *Ithought he waa your ap-
pointment, Senator,” modestly persists the commit-
teo man. “My appolatment | T haven' got a foreign.

under this though I
have asked for several.” ¢Well, then, what shall
we do with this man?” asks the committes man.

“Reject him, reject htm, of course; I don’t want him

charged to my account.” Thid1sa specimen of the

datly experience of the members of the Committee
on Commerce {n their search for knowledge under

Tnder these but one

thing can happen, to wit, that a large number of
the nominations now before the senate for consular
appotntments will be rejected. The fact thatthe
Senators themselves have not been consulted about
these does not anything to-
wrards putting them In good humor about their con-
firmation. 1t may be noticed that a larze number of
tae parties nominated have been credited tothe
several Territoriea. Heretofore it has not beencns-
tomary to gelect from the Territories for foreign lp-
pointments until the States had their quotas, Sev. *
eral of the States have not even been recognized
with a single appolntment Ia the sclection made by
Mr.Fish. It has been alicovored, however, thatin '
the case of s0me of the sStates which have recelved
more than their share, Ilinols, for instance, resort has
been bad to carpet-baggtog In the Territories, 8o
that the surplus of the friends of Washburne and
other powerful men with the administration might
be taken care of. This may perhaps account for the
fact that some States have not recelved thelr full
share, While others have none ag all,

Madrld Mlsslon—Ilow Sickles Lost It—The
Acqubstlon of Territory by Furciaso Siill a
State Department Iodby.

Apropos of this Cuban queation, some lnterestiog
facts calculated to throsw light upon Secretary Fish's
policy have leaked out. 1t scems Flsh, though at
first opposed to war with Spaln, for the reasons in-
dicated In a formec despatch, has all along
been In favor of the purchase of Caba.
IX3 idea has been that Cuba could ve
‘bouglit for 8 good round sum, and that, after ail, it
‘would be the cheapest way of soiving the dimculty.
Togo to waf, he bellaved, would be a more expen-
sivo way Of obtalning possesston of Cuba than toac-
complisk its'purchase by peaceful negotiation.
With this purpese befors him Fish indaced Presi-
dest Grant to throw Sickles overboard end
to plck up Sanford as the man for
the Spanish mission. Grant had promised
Madrid to Stekled, of that fact there Is mot the
stightest doadbt, bat Fish talked the matter over
with Grant and flnally got his endorsement of
Sanford, Inhis argument with the President Fish
talked pretty much in thi3 atyle:—*Mr. President, I
feel satlsfied we can accompllsh Lhe peacefal pur-
chase of Cuba; but the negotiations must be con-
ducted with the utmoat skill and the coolest judg-
ment. Sickles 13 able, but he I3 quick tempered and
impetuous, Under strong provocation fe might
spoll all our negotiations by an untimely display of
anger and disgust at the condact of someof the

Spanish agents.  Sanford, on the other hand,
{3 remarkably cool, shrewd and wary.
I kpow him thoroughly. He has great

business tact and extraordinary control of his tem-
per. e has also constderable experience already
as a diplomat. Such a man we want £o condact ge-
gotlations for the purchase of Cuba, and, therefore, I
ask for Mr. Sanford's appointment to Madrid. Ths
acquisition of Cuba by purchase, even at whatat
first may seem an exorbitant figure, will prove the
most economical matter in the end. War wiih
Spain, coupled with England and France, who
would bae lxely to cspouse the causa of thelr sister
xinpgdom, would involve us In vast ontlays and re-
quire new and great sacrifices from our people, who
already sufer quite enmougnh” This is about the
sabatance of Mr, Fish's argument, and 1 proved
strong enough to cause the President fto
yield, though he had alréady pledged in the
most positive manner the Madrid appolniment to
General Sickles. Of course Igiva these facts now,
not a3 1ntended to La3lcae the present pollcy of Wew

There I3 the greatest dissatisfaction '




