Cala=The Forthcoming Preclamation from
‘Wasklagton,

Events ars evldently culminating, both in
this couatry and lnCaba, which will call from
the administration of President Grant at an
exrly day a proclamalion of our siatus dn
tbe Caban question, The revolution In Caba
100 patent and the movements 5i Its friends
in this country are too active tzzoder silence
much longer possible. Intbisconditionofthings
it is well for us tolook at the record. Tho exe
pecience of the past will, If rightly accepted;
afford us valusble light for our future course,
Proclamations affecting the Cuban question
have been issued by two previous administea<
tlons—1ibat of General Taylor on the 14th of
April, 1849, and that of Mr. Fillmore on the 25th

‘of April, 1851, The first of these was issued
o short time previous to the saillag of the first
Lopez expeditlon, and is & calm and dlgnlfied
State document. Cuba was ot this time ig
 peaceful subjection to the Crown of Spalo, and
General Taylor’s sets forth in moderate terms
the fact that persons undertaking to make war
against the territory of & triendly Power will
“‘subject themselves to the beavy penalty
denounced against them by our acts of Con-
gress, and will forfelt ‘thelr clalms to the pro-
tection of thelr comntry.”

The proclamalion of Mr. Fillmore was
issued on’the occasion of the preparations for
Lopcx's second expedition o Cubs, and s
remarkable for the sntagonistic fegling which
it breathes ageainst the general tomo of
American thought, and which at the time
caused universal censare in public and in
private circles. We give the Introductory
portion of this caurious document asa land-
mark instatecraft. If it had been prepared
by a Spanish eatrap it could not bave echoed
more perfectly the views of Spanlsh colonial
despotism :— .

inconsiderate, llcllfﬂ their wicked Ich mes—2an U=
gratefnl Rlﬂm for tne Lenefts conferred upon them
by this peopie In perliting them £0 make oar eonn-
lry an asylum from oppression. and In fagrant
abuse of the hosp.tality thus extended to themj
and Wﬂ!l’!u lﬂc eX; lens can only be re-
entufes for plunder and robbery,
and mlu: mecl the condemnation of the clv lﬂze&
‘world@arhile they sro derogatory Lo the character of
‘our country, In viotation of the lawa of ustioos and
expressly prohibiled Uy our own; now, thereiore, &C.

This document is the last that has emanated
from an American administration. Its chief
peculiarty consists In its rejection of that
political hospitality whick is the boast and
pride of every land where the Erglish tongue
is spoken, and in branding as ‘‘adventurers
for plunder and robbery, who must meet tho
condemnation of the clvilized world,” of that
glorious list of names led by Lafayette and
which includes a Dundonald and a Porter, an
O'Higgins and a De Lacy Evans, The ground
on which the friends of that administration
defend this proclamation are that at the time
whea it was Issued Caba was In a state of
peace and had not shown, by any overt act of
the poople, that they desired separation from.
Spain.

Whatever may have been the conditlon of ]
Cubs at that time it is widely different now,
The sword has been drawn. The Spanish gar-
risons have been driven to concentrate In large
masses by the unanimous uprising of a peopls
without arma, without military organization
and without skilled leaders. Every mail,
every palsation of the electric telegraph from
that island briags tidiags of battles fought, of
captures made, of "execntions performed
with unheard of cruolties, of depor-
tation of shiploads of politieal sus.
pects, of murderous shootings by mad
volunteers Into crowds of unarmed peopls,
of tho murder of womon and children becausa
(heir hasbands and fathers are in the fisld, of
tho burnlag of towns, villages and planatioas,
of the fecing of the inhabitinls lo tho woods
and monntains, and of the ever varying tids of
success and defeat in the unequal battle. In
tho midst of this terrible picture stand the
undsasted Cespedes and hia noble bande |
alrieingin thelr counlry’s behalf with admi-|
rable herolsm, end pleadlog for the sympathy
of every frecdom-Jovingheart; whilo the myr-
midons of Spain clamor to their Crown for
more men, thonsands mora of mes, to guppress
ke revolution, ‘appeal lo the Viading eflect of
{rentles which they of late 20 willingly |
ignored.

Cuba has drawn the sword and cast away
the mbbnrd. This fact must bo faken into

fon by the admini. fon in jis don-
elderation of the terms of the proclamation
which, in the natural course of events, it will
soon be called to fssue. The entlro fleld of
dliplomacy isto-day agitated with the ques-
tion, for it touches nearly almost cvery
present natlonal existence, DBut it must be
resolved on higher and more permanent prin-
ciples than those cmbraced fn the wordy falla-
cles of diplomalle reasonings or the wenk
clauses of exlsting. treatlos, Tad these pro-
valled a Stuart would have still ruled England, a
Bourbon France, Italy remalned a geographical
expreaslon, Prussia be limited to tho duchy of
burg, Bombs iga ia Naples,
Isabella still on the throne of Spaln, and not
& republic In existence from the St. Lawrenco
to Cape lorn, The throes of mational birth
are governed by higher laws than commerclal
treatios and Internatlonal arbitrations, We
callupon the Presldent and his Cabinet to
bear these In mind In preparing to meet the
question which the sword of Cuba Is forcing
upon them, and we hope they will meot it in a
troly American spiritand in with
the march of the American idea. Spain, as
an unnatural stepmother,, bas drlven tho
Cubana to the last appeal of peoples and of
kings, and tho great republic shonld lead, the
world in admitling them o the rights and
sympathics of honorable warfare.




