The Administration and the Cubon Quese
dou.

We are informed by news from Washington
that the Secretary of State has awakened from
his Rip Van Winkle aloéf) of conservatlem on
the Cuban question, and that he really con-
templates vindicating the national honor in the
case 6f ‘Spaaish outrages on the American flag
and Amerldai cltizens, It I3 said ko will go
#0 far even as to démand prompt reparation
and apology from Spain for these outrages, *4f
the reporta about them be truc.,” So farlt is
all vary well, and coasidering the character of
My, Fish and the besitaling conduct of the
administration, the American people may say
“‘the smallest favors are thankfully received.”
But why tbis “if?" 1s it not nolorious that
Spanish authoritics have commiited outrages
on our cilizens and flag on the high
geas and evea In the waters of a
friendly Power? Tho facts aro palpable
enough and the causs sufficient to order
the American fleet to make reprisals. We
supposoe Spain will apologize or do anything
«€lss 1o prevent our government from helping,
dirgcﬂl gr}y‘r}jr_‘ggu.v, ibe Cubans,

But would it not bg moro consistent with
our national honor and the Lighest policy to
first strike a Llow by way of retalistion aod
hear the apology of Spain afterwards, If Spain
should be disposed to apologize? There Is, as
was said, ample cause forsuch a course in the
outrages perpetrated.  Desides, no better
opportunity could be desired to carry out
American policy and the wishes of the
Amerlcan people with regard to Cuba and
Cuban independence. Placg England, Franco
or any other great Powér In the Foaitton of thé
Ubited States, and seo how son & blow would
be struek that wanu setile at once and for-
cver Spapish Insults, diplomatic palaver, the
rale of Spale in Cuba and tho independence of
the Cubans, To paraphrase Shakspeare’s
language, there is a tide in {be affalrs of
nations which, if taken at the flood, le2ds on
to national fortuno. In the case of Cuba the
tide I8 now at the flood. Letour government
comprehend this and seize the opportunity.

Timld old fogles who cannot see beyond
their noses may foolishly talk about our ob-
ligations to Spain as & friendly Power and
characterize any decided intervention of the
Unlted States as filibnstering, But such en
argument would be puerile, narrow-minded,
and show a want of comprehension of the
principles that govern great natlons. To pre-
serve and perpetuate the principles or system
upon which a nation is founded, to surround a
nation with all the bulwarks of national ex-
Istence, and to promote its interests, expansion
and grandenr by every attainable means are
the objects pursued by all governments and
constlitute thelr bighest ambition. The term
filibustering cannot be applied to a great
nation, Nor are the friendly relations be-
tween {es permitted to I with
questions of high policy and {mportant na-
tlonal intereste. No great Power is deterred
by such conslderations, Weneed not go far
back to history to show Lhis fact,

Why did Prussin seize and incorporate the
German States? Wby does Russia push her
conquests In Asla and Europe? Why does
England gubjugate India and every other part

of the world she can lay her hands on? Why
did France incorporate Savoy, and why does
she plot to reach the boundary of the Rhins?
Why was Poland conquered and divided by |
the surrounding great Powers? Why, In fact,
do all patlons act in the same way? The
soswer fsin every one's mind. The object
with all s self-preservatlon, the perpetuation
of thelr forms of government and natfoaal
lon, i and & This being
6o with the monarchical governments of
Earope, how much more ought the United
States, for the promotion of Uberty and In the
interests of clvilizatlon and humanity, to
extend the blesstags of republican inatitutions
over the American Continent? To neglect any
opportunity of doing this—and to noglect it in
the case of Cuba now—would be the height of
stupidity. Had we such a stalesman as Dis-
marck or Napoleon at tho helm of affaira the
insults of Span, her atrocities in Cuba and her
rule in America would soon be ended. i
It was gaid Mr, Fish expressed fear of the
consequences of a bold policy on the part of i
the Unlited States with regard to Cuba. We
blush to think any American could bs found
80 weal, timid, short-sighted and unpatriotic.
Fear of whom? OfSpala? Why, if she wero
sllly enough to think of golng to war with the
United States she has not the means; and if
sho had she would produce just about as
much effect upon this country as the angry
waves of a little lake upon the everlasting
rocks. Fear of whom? °Of Eogland, or
France? There need not bo the least appre-
henslon of them. They kmow too well
the power of tho United States. They
would not be 8o crazy as to interfero;
they have cnough to attend to In Europe, and
will pever venturs on any Quixotio policy on
this slde the Atlantic again. We questionif
they would make a protast even in favor of
Spain, and if they should it would be an
empty one. Besides, these great commercial
nations are learning the fact that the more the
United States expands and grows the more
will the commerce of the world be promoted
and the greater will be thelr trade.
" What wo want, then, Is abroad and bold
policy, with & view to the independence of
Cuba. Our Secretary of State does very well
80 far In vindicating the homor of tho Ameri-
can flag and in promising to protect American
citizens. But that is not enough; that is not
going far enough. We are not sure that he
has the courage and wisdom fo stick even to
this position, and we cannot be at the trouble
of driving him up to it always. He is not the
man for tho State Department at (his crisis,
when wo have the Cuban question and the
Alabams claims to settle, Ho s altogetber
too timid, too much of an old fogy, and has
not tho least comprehension of the policy and
destiny of tbls mighty republic. Mr. Sumner
is the man for the timo and occasion. IHls
statesmanlike specch on the Alsbama clalms
shows this, and we doubt not that he
would be equally national, bold and com-
prehensive with regard to Cuba. By the
way, it has been said that these Alabama
claims aroa bling-block to the adminl:
tration fn acting upon the Cuban case. We
do not sce why. The hasty recognition of the
belligerent rights of tho rebel States, an
integral portion of this republic, by England,
and the recognition of such rights, or the inde-
pendence of Cuba, a distant dependency of
Spain and our near neighbor, after more tkan
six months of constant success by the Cubans,
are not at all parallel cases, to say nothing of
the well established policy of the United
States, under the Moaroa doctrine, which was
long ago announced to tha whole world and
which now finds a proper application to Cuba.
Let us havo a statcsman in the State Depart-
meat who will take such broad views and
carry out the sentiments and destiny of the
republic; and we thiok Mr. Sumner s the
man,




