Spanish Cutrages oun tho American Flag.

Wo can find bat one explanation for the
dings of the
Spanish crulsers in the nelghboring waters of
the fsland of Cuba. The selzure of the
American brig Mary Lowell, while lying at
Ragged Island In charge of the English
customs officers; the landing of an armed
forca on tha Brmsb territory of Stirrup Key
in pursult of the crew of the steamer Comandi-
tarlo; the captare of the Britlsh schooner Jeff
Davh while at sea, and the shooting of two of
herpassengers; the seizing of two pazsengers
on board the Amerlcxh achaoner Lizzie Major,
while many leagues from shore, and taking
them as prisoners to Calbarien, perhaps to be
execated without trial ; and the final decision
of the Spanish Admiralty Coart in Havana,
reported to-day In our telegraphic columas,
that the brig Mary Lowell Is a legal prize, are
all such flagrant violations of the law of
natlons that they can have bat one interpreta-
tion, and that s that they are parts of amedl-
tated dealgn, the object of which has not been
made spparent,

The Spanish naval officers are, in general,
well ¢ducated men, and are far.from beldg so
lgnonnt of military and naval law as the
commisafon of these acts would seem to Indi-
cate. But even if those holding subordinate
grades are not versed in International |
law, thelr superior officers ara not
only well read and sapt in the wuse
of its dasty tomes, but In the orgauization ot
the military and naval bureaus in Coba ample
provision ia made for the constant intervention
of competent legal akill {n thel: prmedlngs.
The plea of ig;
aible, and some other reason for these flagrant
outrages must be found. To our mind this
exists In the conviction on the part of the
Spanish authorities that they are incompetent
to put down the existlng revolution in Cuba,
and that the best solution for their difficulties
is to g0 complicate the matter with neighbor-
ing Powers asto bring forcible Intervention
and thus save the honor of Spain. It would
be dishonor to be whipped by Cuba unalded ;
but to give up Cuba under a complicated
pressuze from the United States aod England
would not Ineur that nﬁgma and would leave
open the claim for remuneration, as Intimated
recently by our Madrid correspondent.

: But whatever may be the motive of the
Spanish officers In committing these outrages,
the safety and Integrity of thg American flag ‘
upon the high seas and o the porta o
Giendly mation mugt be secured. r. Fish
may entertain grave fears that a course of
proper self-respect on our part will involre us
in unpleasant relations with England, France
and Spala; bnt the American people entertain
no such tremors. They, on the other hand,
have s pretty thorough conviction that ftis
.Jﬂe our governmeat did something effective
towards daking the Stm aml St‘r_lgis A snfe
flag upon the oce:m, as T: wiain the dn)s ol’
yore. No principles of maritime law are
more clear or more universally admitted
than that of the national jurisdiction
extending to the distance of one marine league
from the shore, and that when a ship is at sea
beyond the marine lesgue from shore she
formsn part of the territory of the nation
whose flag she bears, These uudoubted prig~
ciples of maritime law cover all the cases weo
have cited above, and leave no donbt ns to the
course that should be pursued. |

Action, and not discnasion, Is the only safe
course for President Grant and his administra-
tion. Admiral Porter will give him munch
better ddvica than Mr. Hamilton Fish, with
bils admitted fears; and as the facts of the case
of the Mary Lowell have been already placed
before the government we look forno delay.
She is an American vessel, was seized In
British waters, had not been near Cuba, and
there can be no possible clafm thatshe i3 sub-
ject to Spanish jurisdiction. Events are
ing on the administration of General
Grant, and he must meet them with vigor or
be overwhelmed. By all means let these ques-
tions be submitted for negotiation to the Navy
Department, dnd let Admiral Porter be
directed to give the reasons if they are wanted.




