Fexarin the Cabinet=Tho Stumbling Block of
the Admlnlstration.

Becretary Fish I3 the etumbling block in the
path of President Grant’s administration, He
sympathizes with the struggling Cubans, but
Is opposed fo the granting of belligerent
rights to them., He is willing they shonld
fight it single-banded, and just as willing that
they shall bekung or shot. e is afrald that
England and France will combine with Spaln
and whip not only Cuba, but us too, if wo
show any sympathy for Caba. In these
puerile sentiments and {nanefears wo are glad
to gee that ho is alone In the Cabinet-and
that the President’and every other member I3
wisely in favor of a vigorous policy in the Cu-
bin question. Mr. Fish is no doubt a very
worthy old Knicl ker, but as a stat.
he Is far behind the times, and his daty to tho
President aud to the country calls himto re-
algnat once the post hels not fit to fill. The
position he hastaken on the first live gues-
{ion presented to the Cablnet is one
which, if malntainéd, wlill disgrace the
administration and place it hefore . the
world in the ridiculous attitude of making
Andy Johnson's administration respectable by
comparison, just as Buchanan made the sd-:
minfatration of poor Pierce respectable., Ex-

ry Sewand, comp withand d
by Secretary Fish, bocomes & perfect fire-oater, -
If we look back over tho past elght years of
Seward's sdminlstration wo see that he,
had some comprehension ofsthe march of
the Amerlcan republic, and that he labored to
prepare the ground for our absorption of the
whole archipelago of tho West Indles.

To-day the question presents itselfto usina
living and urgent forn, and Secretary Fish la
afraid, forsooth—Is afrald that it may lavolve
us {n & war with France and Eazland, While
we do not share these childish fears we can-
not but percelve that at the present juncture
in our domestio affairsa war with England and
JFrance would be the grealest good that could
happen to the United States. Thanks to one
or two English privateers, under the Confede-
rate flag, we havo been deprived of that large
and remuneralivo share in tho ocean carrying
trade of tho world which once was our boast
and our pride. The American flag
driven from the sea has lelt our shipyards
withoat employment and our mariners withont
occupation. A paval war with England and
France would restore us {o our equal position
upor™the ocean, and nothing else will do it.
Give our scamen but thé shadow of a chance and
they will soon make the ocean as unsafe to the
British and French fisga as the British priva-
teers made it a few years sinco to the Ameri-
can. Our shipyards would leap to a new life,
and our docks would throag with prizes beforo
whose numbers the Alabama claims would
sinkinto the mereat insigificance,

But the man who to-day aspires to direct the
forelgn relations of the United States of
America must lay asido all such childish fears,
He must address himself to higher motives of
action. Our great questions of public rela-
tions must be considered in their relation to
the rights, Interests and dignity of the natlon
and of Christian civilization. Aud hereln
Is whers Mr. Fish ghows himsolf
1o be incompetent to the post Lo fills and to
the duty he iscalled to discharge. The patriot
Cubans are to-dsy bravely troading the wine
press which our fathers s0 nobly trod before
them. By thelr sacrificos and thelr deeds of
arms they have ralsed a great American ques-
tloa, and we are called upon to docide It, not
by the standard whether Spain is a {riendly
Power or not, but whether they are entitled to
the justico they ask at our hands. And ia
matters of purely American interest Spafa has
no claim to friendship from us. In these sho
has over proved hostile to the American Unlon
and to the principles of fresdom which it
cherishes. Dut beyond all this we ara called
by overy impulss of Christian charity and
of clvilization to withdraw oar friendly counto-
nance from tho bloodthiraty and farlous prac-
tices of the Spanish voluntoers [n Gaba, They .
are a sbame and a disgrace to the Power that
praclices them, and still more 85 to the Power
that, without the incentlve of either anger or
ambition, palliates and excuses them,

When Mr, Fish acknowledges that he wonld
falter in the path of daty, through fear of
complications in our relations with Franceand
Eagland, ho brings a blush of shame to every
American cheek and casis a dark shadow
ncross the hopes the country bas entertalned
of the administration of President Grant.
Rather.would wo trust the honor of the repub-
lic Lo tho truly national impulses of the daring
Admiral Porter than to the timld fearaof a
Secretary of State who szems to belong to the
age of our grandfathers, and to be inspirel in
his counsels with the fears that animated the
public mind seventy years ago. It was of
such men that John Randolph declared they
had to be kicked Into & war with England,
‘Tho sooner Presldent Grant purgeshis Cabingt
of such cowards the better will it be for him
ead for his adminlstration. Let him judze
the spirit of the country to-day not by the cold-
blooded fears of a Fish, but by the overpower-
ing vote of the House of Representalives on
the Cuba resolation, and {he still more pntnotlc
voto of the Senato of the United States,
where but one man was found to vote for the
ralification of the Inane frealy with Engzland
for the seitlement of the Alabama claims,

As for our relations with Spaln and Cabs,
we call upon the Prosident to recognize at
once the wishes of the people of the whole
country, and comply with them by an imme-
dlate proclamation of neutrality between the
belligerents, This will place those who are
now struggling in Caba, aloze and unarmed,
for that freedom which is 80 dear to all mea,
within the pale of honorable warfare, and
savo'them from the fate of robbsrs and pirates,
He should then entrust the malntenance of
those neutral relstions to the Secrefary of the
Navy, who Is so ably assisted by Admiral
Porter, and whenevér Spain demands the
reasons for our action let themba givenby '
Admiral Hoff, Datlet us hear no more of the
fears of tho antediluvian Fish in tho counsels
of government, If it wishes to keep us out of
dlegracefol wars and save the honor of the
nation. If ha will not retire from the Cabinet
modestly and as becomes an anclent fossil, as
ba‘,b, wo advise Prealdent Grant to shelra him

In*the antiquarian departmeatof the Patent
Officoaan nmlng (o all our rising stateamen,




